WSDOT Investigates Research at the Open House 
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The truck smashing into a guard rail was, perhaps, the most popular element of the display but, overall, WSDOT employees and university professors alike expressed interest in the displays set up in the first floor lobby of the Transportation Building.   And the truck video…well, it demonstrated crash tests of various barriers that were conducted for the Roadside Safety Research Program. 
From 7:30 am to nearly 3 pm, there was a constant flow as staff dropped by to check out posters explaining the WSDOT Research Program and Committees, the Pavement Guide Interactive (M 46-03), university centers that we partner with, and current and recently completed projects.  There were also several interesting discussions amongst staff and university faculty about current and potential research topics.  
Despite a few technological bumps, the video conference was attended by 26 employees at four different locations.  A brief overview of the Washington Transportation Center (TRAC) was given by Leni Oman, Dave McLean (WSU), and Mark Hallenbeck (UW).  Pete Briglia described Transportation Northwest (TransNow) – a University Transportation Center for which he recently became the Associate Director.  There was discussion about how to work with universities (contact the Research Office), how to submit research ideas, and what research topics are considered priorities for WSDOT .  
The video Innovative Solutions: Engineered Log Jams in the Hoh River was also shown.  This video, produced by Rhonda Brooks of the Research Office, documents an innovative approach to stream bank stabilization in order to protect Hwy 101 and involved staff from the Olympic Region, Environmental Services, and Computer Aided Engineering.  Not only is the video interesting, it also demonstrates how innovations can be documented and shared with in the department and with other organizations interested in transportation.  Copies of the video can be obtained from Rhonda.
Handouts available at the Open House included:

· updated folios on WSDOT Research Management, Transportation Research Programs, and Transportation Research
· Lists of current research projects
· And pamphlets about TRAC
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