
Tribal Consultation for Projects Classified for an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIS) Under NEPA

Flow Chart 3

Send tribe(s) a letter to initiate consultation for NEPA 
and Section 106. Invite tribe(s) to be a participating 

agency under SAFETEA-LU

Follow up with tribe if you haven’t received a response

Invite comment on the project’s purpose and need

30 days

Develop a tribal consultation plan and share with tribe(s)

Invite natural and cultural resource offices of affected 
tribe(s) to any agency scoping meetings (if held)

Meet with the natural and cultural resource staff of any 
affected tribe(s) at least once during environment review

Invite comment from the cultural resource offices on 
the proposed Area of Potential Effects (APE). Request 
information on Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs) 

and historic properties

30 days

Follow up with tribe(s) if you haven’t received comments

Send natural and cultural resource offices a list of 
environmental discipline reports or technical memos you 
plan to prepare for the project. Determine if the tribe is 
interested in providing information or expertise in the 

development of the reports.

Follow up with tribe(s) if you haven’t received comments

Invite comment on the project’s Range of 
Alternatives

30 days

Follow up with tribe(s) if you haven’t received comments

Invite comment on the level of detail and methods of 
analysis

30 days

Follow up with tribe(s) if you haven’t received comments



Send the tribal natural and cultural resource offices 
a copy of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) with completed discipline reports to tribe for 

review.
60 days

Follow up with tribe(s) if you haven’t received comments

After the cultural resources survey has been 
completed, send the Cultural Resources Discipline 
Report and determinations of the effect to the tribe 

for review.

30 days

Follow up with tribe(s) if you haven’t received comments

Section 106 
complete

Will your project have an adverse affect on the historic 
resource under Section 106?

NoYes

Invite tribes to consult on MOA

Continued

Send natural and cultrual resource offices the 
Preliminary Final Environmental Impact Statement 

(PFEIS) to review

30 days
Follow up with tribe(s) if you haven’t received comments

Send natural and cultural resource offices a copy of the 
Final Environmental Impacts Statement (FEIS) to review

Follow up with tribe(s) if you haven’t received comments

Send tribe(s) a copy of the Record of Decision (ROD)

Section 106 
complete

A tribal consultation step required by 
Section 106 regulations and/or WSDOT 
Section 106 programmatic agreement.

Please note: This flowchart only includes steps for tribal 
consultation. Contact the WSDOT Cultural Resources 
Office for additional information about Section 106 
compliance; or a WSDOT NEPA Specialist for additional 
information on NEPA compliance. 


