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February 12, 2016                                                                                          LTR - 2659   

Ben Perkowski 
City of Seattle Department of Planning and Development 
Seattle Municipal Tower 
700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1800 
PO Box 34019 
Seattle, WA 98124-4019 
 
Re: Construction Activities Update for Shoreline Permit and MUP Decision for Project # 3011843 

 I-5 to Medina: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project - Floating Bridge Project 

 

Dear Mr. Perkowski: 

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is submitting an update for certain 

construction activities for the I-5 to Medina: SR 520 Floating Bridge Replacement Project. A decision was 

rendered for a Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (MUP 3011843) by the City of Seattle 

Department of Planning and Development (Seattle DPD) on January 17, 2012 to replace the existing SR 

520 Floating Bridge.  

 

The Floating Bridge construction is nearly complete and the contractor is preparing to demolish the 

original floating bridge and eastern terminus of the west approach span. To conduct the demolition 

activities, WSDOT and its contractor are proposing a modified use of the west side staging area (WSA) 

that was authorized in November 2012. The WSA was used to moor and stage new pontoons as they 

entered the lake prior to their placement in the ultimate floating span configuration. This structure is 

now being proposed for a similar function, except for the existing pontoons that will be removed from 

the lake. As the existing pontoons are disassembled, they would be transported to the WSA for 

temporary moorage and further disassembly such as removal of the elevated roadway and columns. 

Once ready for transport, the pontoons would be towed from the lake to offsite facilities for sale or 

disposal. WSDOT anticipates that the WSA would be used for this function from April 2016 through 

October 2016. 

 

WSDOT has evaluated this use, as well as the remaining elements of the demolition activities, for 

potential effects to shoreline environments and shoreline habitat and has concluded that the proposed 

changes are consistent with the description and scope of shoreline effects previously analyzed in the 

January 17, 2012 decision. The demolition activities will adhere to all of the BMPS identified and the 

conditions of the decision and subsequent MUP. WSDOT has also reviewed these changes pursuant to 

the criteria of WAC 173-27-100, which states: 
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“A permit revision is required whenever the applicant proposes substantive changes to the 

design, terms or conditions of a project from that which is approved in the permit. Changes are 

substantive if they materially alter the project in a manner that relates to its conformance to the 

terms and conditions of the permit, the master program and/or the policies and provisions of 

chapter 90.58 RCW. Changes which are not substantive in effect do not (emphasis added) 

require approval of a revision.” 

 

Should a permit revision be required, WAC 173-27-100(1) and (2) go on to state: 

 

“(1) If local government determines that the proposed changes are within the scope and intent 

of the original permit, and are consistent with the applicable master program and the act, local 

government may approve a revision. 

(2) "Within the scope and intent of the original permit" means all of the following: 

(a) No additional over water construction is involved except that pier, dock, or float 

construction may be increased by five hundred square feet or ten percent from the 

provisions of the original permit, whichever is less; 

(b) Ground area coverage and height may be increased a maximum of ten percent from 

the provisions of the original permit; 

(c) The revised permit does not authorize development to exceed height, lot coverage, 

setback, or any other requirements of the applicable master program except as 

authorized under a variance granted as the original permit or a part thereof; 

(d) Additional or revised landscaping is consistent with any conditions attached to the 

original permit and with the applicable master program; 

(e) The use authorized pursuant to the original permit is not changed; and 

(f) No adverse environmental impact will be caused by the project revision.” 

 

WSDOT believes that the proposed changes are not substantive because they do not alter the project’s 

“conformance to the terms and conditions of the permit, the master program and/or the policies and 

provisions of Chapter 90.58 RCW”, and therefore the provisions of WAC 173-27-100(1)-(8) would not be 

applicable to the changed conditions.   

 

The described changes relate to the construction means and methods as opposed to the project design 

and/or use, and are consistent with construction means and methods currently being employed and 

otherwise approved by related decisions for the SR 520 I-5 to Medina Project (e.g. MUP 3012587). 

WSDOT has further reviewed the proposed changes relative to the January 17, 2012, decision, and 

found them to be consistent with the analyses contained in Sections 1.4 and 1.5 and the Shoreline and 

SEPA Conditions contained in Section 1.6.  

 

WSDOT is submitting this package for your review and requests Seattle DPD’s concurrence regarding 

compliance with the provisions of the approval. A detailed description and associated graphics of the 

proposed changes are included in Attachments 1 and 2, respectively, to provide a thorough update to 

the administrative record. If Seattle DPD concurs with the requested update, pursuant to Condition #2 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.58
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(Final Design), WSDOT will provide revised plan sheets showing the final design, including the proposed 

changed conditions, prior to the issuance of the Master Use Permit.  

 

If you have any questions regarding this update or project please contact me at 206-770-3632 or 

whites@consultant.wsdot.wa.gov . 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Scott White 

Regulatory Compliance Manager 

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program 

 

cc: WSDOT Document Control 

Project File 
 

mailto:whites@consultant.wsdot.wa.gov

