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Funding

2005 Transportation Partnership Funding Package: ......... $1,000,000.00
2003 Gas Tax (NIiCKel): ....c.cvovvvrierireierieceseeeseeeieis $875,000.00
Total funding available from all sources:.............cceeuce. $1,875,000.00

Get involved

Public involvement opportunities will be announced on the project Web site
as well as through local media. Log on to the project Web site to see the
most up-to-date information on our progress and findings, and to send us
your comments via the online comment form.

www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I5/BellinghamOnOffRampsMasterPlan.htm

Project Schedule

2006 + Public outreach and collected data.
+ Met with local public agencies and the
community.
* Analyzed existing and future traffic conditions.

lowa Street on- and off-ramps

2007 - Work with local public agencies and the
community to identify and prioritize improvement

- Contact:
projects.

Tom Stacey, Project Manager

2008 -« Finalize Fairhaven to Slater Master Plan. E-mail:  staceyt@wsdot.wa.gov

Phone:  360.757.5982

Address: 1043 Goldenrod Road, Suite 101
Burlington, WA 98233-3415

2010 - Begin construction on highest priority projects
and seek funding for other projects identified in
the master plan.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION: Persons with disabilities may request this information be prepared and supplied
in alternate formats by calling the Washington State Department of Transportation at 360-705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may
call Washington State Telecommunications Relay Service by dialing 7-1-1 and ask to be connected to 360-705-7097.

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964, TITLE VI STATEMENT TO PUBLIC: Washington State Department of Transportation hereby gives public notice that
it is the policy of the department to assure full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, and
related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. Persons wishing information may call the WSDOT Office of Equal Opportunity at
360-705-7098.
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Interstate 5 Master Plan — Fairhaven to Slater' |

Whatcom County’s population has grown more than 150
percent since Interstate 5 (I-5) was built in the 1960's.
The population is expected to increase by another 52
percent by 2035. The number of people driving I-5 will
continue to increase, as will congestion and the potential
for collisions.

To plan for the growth, the Washington State Department
of Transportation (WSDOT) will work with local

public agencies and the community to create a plan

for |-5. Together we will identify problems related to
transportation and develop a strategy to improve [-5
between Fairhaven (exit 250) and Slater Road (exit 260).

WSDOT will then develop a plan — the |-5 Fairhaven

to Slater Master Plan — that will include a list of

short- and long-term projects to improve safety and
address congestion. With limited funding available for
transportation projects, WSDOT will focus on making the
existing system work even better to keep drivers safe
and traffic moving. The plan will help us prioritize funding
for projects as it becomes available in the future.

“ Washington’s Future Just Got Better ”

MAKING EVERY
DOLLAR COUNT.

IT'S YOUR NICKEL.
WATCH IT WORK.

Summer 2007

Sunset
Bellingham @& oniollowa

Bellingham Bay

(&) Fairhaven

o an
N

The project limits stretch 10 miles along I-5, from the
Fairhaven Interchange (exit 250) to the Slater Road
Interchange (exit 260)

Bakerview Road near I-5



Guide Meridian northbound off-ramp

Congestion on southbound I-5

Washington State Department of Transportation

Interstate 5 Master Plan

The I-5 Fairhaven to Slater Master Plan will outline current
and future traffic conditions and make recommendations for
improvements to ramps, interchanges and connected local
roads. The goal is to help improve safety and address
congestion.

I-5 traffic conditions

WSDOT analyzed existing and future |-5 traffic conditions, and

reviewed how the conditions impact, and are impacted by,
local streets that connect to I-5. This information shows us

where traffic congestion is the worst and how it affects local and

regional travelers.

Problems today

* |-5is near capacity during morning and evening rush
hours. Drivers can experience up to 15 to 30 minutes
of delay.

+ On- and off-ramps and connecting local streets are
congested.

+ The majority of collisions on I-5 occur on or near the most
congested off-ramps.

* |-5 does not meet current federal design standards in many

locations.

« Traffic volumes are increasing at a faster rate than
population growth.

+ Through traffic competes with local drivers for limited
space on [-5.

Forecast for the future

« 52 percent population increase in Whatcom County by 2035.
« 55 percent increase in local traffic (within Whatcom County),

by 2035.

+ 115 percent increase in regional traffic on I-5 by 2035.

« 275 percent increase in truck traffic traveling through
Whatcom County on I-5 by 2035.

+ Severe congestion will occur within the next 10 years and
worsen by 2035 if no improvements are made.

Potential improvements

* Improve on- and off-ramps to increase safety for drivers
merging on and off |-5.

* Modify interchanges to meet federal requirements for
spacing between interchanges to improve safety and
relieve congestion.

* Modify local street connections to the on- and off-ramps
to improve safety on I-5.

+ Meter ramps to manage traffic congestion on I-5.

* Lower speed limits in congested areas to improve safety.

+ Improve transit and carpool access to I-5.

* Focus I-5 improvements to benefit regional travelers
including freight.

+ Improve the local street network to attract local trips
off of I-5.

Community feedback

+ Improve the most congested interchanges first - Guide
Meridian, Ohio and lowa Streets, Sunset Drive,
Bakerview Road and Lakeway Drive.

* Drivers struggle to merge on and off I-5.

* Improve the local street network.

* Finish projects before 2010 Olympics.

* Reduce I-5 speed limit through Bellingham.

* Improve transit and carpool access.

* Improve bike and pedestrian connections.

* Develop a prioritized list of improvements and a
strategy for implementing them.

+ Finish the I-5 Fairhaven to Slater Master Plan in 2008.

* Begin construction in spring 2010 after the
2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, B.C.

+ Make safety improvements in the highest priority
locations first, between Samish Way and Sunset
Drive.

+ Significant additional funding is needed to address
other priority improvements identified in the Master
Plan.

\ fomEns T

Ohio Street/King Street intersection near I-5 on- and
off-ramps

iy B3 i
I-5 near Alabama Street overpass
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