


We are committed to moving quickly on this project while focusing on safety and engaging all interested people and 
groups. The timeline below highlights important decisions and milestones related to the project.

1997	 WSDOT publishes the Environmental Assessment of the SR 519 project, and a preferred alternative is 
selected. All nine signatories endorse a memorandum of agreement outlining project design and 
financial contributions for the final design work.

2000	 Team members sign a second memorandum of agreement identifying the project’s phases.

2001	 WSDOT begins work on the Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Project following the 
Nisqually earthquake.

	 WSDOT begins Phase 1 construction of the Atlantic overpass.
       
2003	 As visions for the SODO area change, the project team agrees not to implement the Phase 2 design 

from the 2000 memorandum of agreement. 
 

The state Nickel package provides $37.1 million for Phase 2.

2004 	 Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) completes design of Phase 1 surface street improvements.

WSDOT’s Phase 1 construction is completed.

2005 	 WSDOT begins “SR 519 Phase 2 Alternatives Feasibility Assessment” to consider alternatives to the 
original Phase 2 South Royal Brougham Way connection.

2006	 SDOT begins construction of Phase 1 street, sidewalk and Port access improvements.
 

The “SR 519 Phase 2 Alternatives Feasibility Assessment” concludes that feasible alternatives to the 
original design do exist.

 
SDOT’s Phase 1 surface street improvements are complete with the exception of relocating BNSF’s tail track.

 
WSDOT, City of Seattle and Port of Seattle meet with signatories and interest groups to share the three 
options for Phase 2 direction.

 
WSDOT, City of Seattle and Port of Seattle announce that the Atlantic Corridor design is their jointly 
preferred option for Phase 2.

2007	 WSDOT begins Phase 2 environmental review and preliminary engineering. 
        

The Washington State Legislature approves funding of $62.4 million for Phase 2.

2008 	 WSDOT decides to employ a design-build construction method and advertises a Request for Proposals in May.
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Crews will build a new westbound off-ramp from I-90 and I-5 via the current South Atlantic Street ramp. The street’s 
existing eastbound lanes will remain intact. The project will improve the South Atlantic Street and First Avenue South 
intersection. Crews also will build a bridge over the railroad crossing at South Royal Brougham Way and Third Avenue 
South, eliminating vehicle, freight and pedestrian conflicts with trains. 

What is the Atlantic Corridor design?

First Avenue South and South 
Atlantic Street intersection

•	 Provides a necessary new off-ramp for westbound traffic that improves 
freight mobility through corridor.

Westbound off-ramp from  
I-90 and I-5

•	 Makes waterfront access more efficient for freight and other vehicles. 
   Also provides an alternate route to the steep grades along the new
   South Royal Brougham Way bridge.

South Royal Brougham Way bridge •	  Improves safety and mobility by separating vehicles and pedestrians   
    from railroad traffic.

How do the Atlantic Corridor improvements work together?

•	 Kingmaker Project, now known as the SR 519 Intermodal Access Project, commences

SR 519 Timeline
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