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April 6, 2012

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Washington State Department of Transportation, North Spokane Corridor
Docket No. DOT-0ST-2012-0012

Dear Secretary LaHood:

When complete, the North Spokane Corridor in Spokane, Washington will eliminate a long-missing
transportation link between 1-90 to the south and US-2 and US-395 to the north; the new connection
will support private business development, freight movement, and greater regional mobility. That's why
I’'m writing to express my strong support for the Washington State Department of Transportation’s
(WSDOT) Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) IV application to complete
the next phase this project, US-395/North Spokane Corridor BNSF Railroad Structures/Realighment. The
North Spokane Corridor has long been one of my top transportation priorities for Eastern Washington,
and | am pleased that WSDOT chose to submit this project for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s
consideration.

As you know, over the past decade, the North Spokane Corridor has progressed as a strong partnership
that has brought together the federal government, Governor’s office, Washington State Department of
Transportation, leadership in our state legislature, local stakeholders, and the community. A TIGER IV
grant award will continue that partnership by taking the project through the next phase, which will
relocate 7.5 miles of BNSF railroad mainline, switching, and spur tracks, construct new freeway
structures over the tracks, and provide pedestrian and bicycle improvements that connect an existing
5.5 mile bike/ped trail to the Hillyard neighborhood. These improvements build on federal investments
to the North Spokane Corridor that are being funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act.

Put simply, this TIGER IV application supports and grows freight and manufacturing jobs in Washington
and the Inland Northwest. As one of the most trade dependent states in the nation, Washington
understands the importance of freight mobility for both American manufacturers and shippers. The US-
395 corridor carries over 7.2 million tons of freight, worth $13.5 billion, through Spokane annually —
winding on local roads with frequent stoplights, past parks, schools, and neighborhoods. As a whole,
the North Spokane Corridor will provide a more efficient vehicle for that freight movement — as well as
connecting US-395 and US-2 to the large east-west |-90 transportation corridor.
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Additionally, the TIGER /V-funded phase will improve access to more than 500 acres of underdeveloped
industrial land that can reap the benefits of economically competitive travel time reductions valued at
$240 million per year. These combined benefits will also support the Inland Pacific Hub mission to
expand domestic and international commerce. Strongly supported by the business community, it is
clear that the North Spokane Corridor is crucial to continued economic growth in Spokane — thousands
of businesses depend on this corridor as a vital route for commerce, and completion of the project will
spur additional private development and job creation.

| urge you to give careful and thorough consideration to Washington State Department of
Transportation’s TIGER IV application for completion of the US-395/North Spokane Corridor BNSF
Railroad Structures/Realignment phase of the North Spokane Corridor. A TIGER IV award and future
federal and state investments are critical to Spokane job growth, economic development, and freight
mobility — all key components to help get our economy back on track after the worst economic
downturn in decades. | am pleased to support this application and this project, and remain at your

service to answer any questions you may have about the North Spokane Corridor or WSDOT's
application.

Sincerely,

; ;'t “I' é;f:‘“
Maria Cantwell
United States Senator












also creates a significant number of jobs, which will improve the economic vitality of the region.

Our community is united behind bringing this project to fruition for the reasons above and many
more. With Tiger IV funding we can continue to work with our federal partners to move
this shovel ready project forward and make our region safer, healthier, and more
economically vibrant.

Sincerely,

in B

Senator Lisa Brown
Washington State Senate Majority Leader

preserve this route, and will improve freight travel time by eliminating 29 stop lights. The NSC
|
|
|
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CC:  Senator Patty Murray
Senator Maria Cantwell
Representative Cathy McMorris-Rodgers










ASSOCIATION OF
NORTHEAST WASHINGTON MAYORS

Mayor Steve Peterson, Chairman
City of Liberty Lake

Patrick Rushing, Vice Chairman
City of Airway Heights

March 12, 2012

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington, DC 20590-0001

RE: US395 North Spokane Corridor BNSF Railroad Structures/Realignment
TIGER ID Number: WSDOT55788

Dear Secretary LaHood:

The Association of Northeast Washington Mayors is writing to express our strong support for the
TIGER grant application for the North Spokane Corridor (NSC). Submitted by the Washington State
Department of Transportation, this project is the Spokane region's top transportation priority and
provides many national and regional benefits.

Our community is united as never before behind the goal of finishing what we have started and
completing the NSC. Washington state has made significant contributions to complete earlier phases
of the NSC project. The state remains committed to the project. This year, both House and Senate
versions of the current draft state 2012 supplemental transportation budgets contain $5 million to
support further work on the NSC.

Nationally, the NSC is an important and busy U.S. — Canada freight route. Highway improvements
will strengthen and preserve this route, and will significantly improve freight travel time by
eliminating 29 stop lights.

Regionally, the project will help our economy by improving upon our current competitiveness as a
NW regional freight distribution and transportation center. A number of businesses have expressed
interest in locating facilities in the region once the corridor is completed.

Locally, the project has the united support of business, labor, local government and environmental
advocates. This support is united because citizen safety and health will be improved markedly. The
project adds pedestrian facilities where they do not currently exist on this busy, high-traffic road. In
addition to the safety benefits, this adds a travel option that essentially does not exist today and will
encourage walking and bicycling. Removing stop lights and other project features will reduce
regional emissions by an estimated 2.4 million pounds of carbon monoxide annually, providing
enormous health benefits for residents. This is particularly important for the children attending
schools in the highway's neighborhood.



Residents, elected officials and the business community are united behind this project. The State is
contributing significant funding. The local State DOT team in collaboration with private construction
companies has delivered earlier phases of this project ahead of schedule and under budget.

This project is ready to go. Once completed, our region will be safer, healthier, and more
economically vibrant. With this in mind, we respectfully request that you select the NSC project for a

TIGER IV grant.
Sincerely,

WWW

teve Peterson, Chairman
City of Liberty Lake, Mayor

David A. Condon
City of Spokane, Mayor

H. Clarence Bauman
City of Chewelah, Mayor

AL Ao

Robert Whisman
City of Deer Park, Mayor

Tom Trulove
City of Cheney, Mayor

Bob Wyborney
Town of Wilbur, Mayor

CC: Paula Hammond & Keith Metcalf, WSDOT

Patrick Rushing, Vice Chairman
City of Airway Heights, Mayor

Qurouhe Kamck
Deborah Rarrick
City of Colville, Mayor

City of Newport, Mayor

Sherman Johnson
Town of Reardan, Mayor

PNy
Daniel Mork
Town of Millwood

Pete Daggett
Town of Metaline, Mayor
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March 12, 2012

The Honorable Raymond H. Lahood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

Washington, DC 20590-0001

RE: US 395/North Spokane Corridor-BNSF Railroad Structures/Realignment
TIGER ID Number: WSDOTS55788

Dear Secretary LaHood:

The Spokane Regional Transportation Council (SRTC) concurs with the Washington State
Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT’s) TIGER IV application for the US-395/North Spokane
Corridor-BNSF Railroad Structures/Realignment Project. This project represents the next important
step in completing the North Spokane Corridor (NSC), which is included in our 20-year
Metropolitan Transportation Plan and has been a top regional and statewide transportation priority
for over twenty years. Since the full NSC project has already been incorporated into our
Metropolitan Transportation Plan, SRTC will be able to promptly include the project in our
Transportation Improvement Program, if federal funds are secured through the TIGER IV program.

Support for the NSC is strong among local elected officials in our region. In December 2011, the
SRTC Policy Board approved a list of regional transportation priorities for consideration during the
2012 Washington State Legislature. In approving the list, the Policy Board also identified the NSC
as the top transportation priority for this region. The Policy Board took this action because
completing the NSC is a vital component of our future transportation system, and will have
significant economic, freight, environmental, and safety benefits.

Thank you in advance for considering our top regional transportation priority for funding as part of
the TIGER 1V application process.

Sincerely,

Sl

Kevin Wallace
Executive Director

c: Paula Hammond, WSDOT
Keith Metcalf, WSDOT









801 W. Riverside, Suite 100, Spokane, WA 99201
Phone: 509.624.1393 or 1.800.SPOKANE
Fax: 509.747.0077

www.greaterspokane.org

March 2, 2012

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington DC 20590-0001

RE: US 395/North Spokane Corridor-BNSF Railroad Structures/Realignment
TIGER ID Number: WSDOT55788

Dear Secretary LaHood,;

The North South Corridor (NSC) has been on the top three list for Washington State’s
Mega projects for the last 20 years, and still continues to be our region’s top
transportation priority project. Greater Spokane Incorporated requests that you
consider the $18,900,000 Tiger IV proposal for the US-395/North Spokane Corridor-
BNSF Railroad Structures/Realignment.

We would like to finish what we started. The US-395/North Spokane Corridor Rall
Road Structure Realignment is one of the three projects submitted by Washington
State Secretary of Transportation Paula J. Hammond. The NSC continues to be
advocated for at the state, local, and federal level. Senator Patty Murray was
instrumental in assisting our region in acquiring the first TIGER Grant for the additional
south bound lanes that travel from Freya St. to Farwell Road. Senator Maria
Cantwell and Congresswomen McMorris Rodgers also continue to advocate for
NSC.

Once completed, the US 395/North Spokane Corridor-BNSF Railroad
Structures/Realignment will be another step in the completion of the NSC. This
project will have a significant economic impact on the Nation by providing for a
more efficient system for the export and import of goods, and will assist locally by
opening up nearly 1,000 acres of industrial zoned land that is served with
infrastructure but, presently lacks highway access.

Currently there are only two north-south routes through Spokane; however both are
on local arterials that run through neighborhoods, shopping malls, schools,

Greater Spokane Incorporated — Creating Something Greater for the Spokane region since 1881
www.greaterspokane.org | www.facebook.com/greaterspokane | www.twitter.com/greaterspokane
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parks, and 29 stop lights. The average travel time for freight shipments from North
Spokane to US-2 or I-90 (about 10 miles) is forty minutes.

The NSC would provide a long-term solution to reducing travel time by an estimated
two million hours each year, with an annual dollar savings of approximately $28
million and will provide an alternate route for the 7.2 million tons of freight that is
carried annually through Spokane. The time savings provided by the NSC will lead
to gas savings, an estimated 1.7 milion gallons of gas annually, while reducing
regional emissions by 2.4 million pounds of carbon monoxide each year.

The BNSF Railroad Structure/Realignment will remove current congestion problems
on Freya St, which is one of Spokane’s main arterials. The realignment will provide
for the construction of two roadway structures and two pedestrian structures over
the relocated BNSF tracks. The two pedestrian bridges will extend pedestrian and
bike paths to over 6 miles and will provide an alternative mode of transportation
that will connect to major north-south and east-west arterials.

The NSC is a priority to many stakeholders, and is a project that we advocate for
each year during our D.C. Regional Fly-in, in which we are accompanied by over 40
of our members, elected officials, and various representatives of business
organizations. We need to complete the NSC. It will provide for multiple modes of
transportation that will improve livability, pedestrian safety, and will decrease our
carbon footprint by reducing emissions.

Thank you for your support and interest to meet with us and our regional delegation
each year. We look forward to your continued support and the nation’s investment
in our region.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Fritz icHard G. Hadley %/
President & CEO, INHS President & Chief Executive Officer
2011-2012 GSI Chairman Greater Spokane Incorporated

Greater Spokane Incorporated — Creating Something Greater for the Spokane region since 1881
www.greaterspokane.org | www.facebook.com/greaterspokane | www.twitter.com/greaterspokane














































HILLYARD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

LUKE TOLLEY, CHAIR
10 March 2012

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington, DC 20590-0001

RE: Letter of Support, US395 North Spokane Corridor BNSF Railway
Structures/Realignment, TIGER ID Number: WSDOT55788

Dear Sec. LaHood,

The Hillyard Neighborhood Council and the Greater Hillyard - Northeast Planning
Alliance are proud to support the Washington State Department of Transportation
TIGER IV federal highways grant application for the US395 North Spokane Corridor
BNSF Railway Structures/Realignment project. At our February 15th meeting, we
unanimously voted to support the application.

For several years, we have worked collaboratively with WSDOT and the Railroad to
envision a vibrant, healthy and sustainable community adjacent to the North Spokane
Corridor. On the west side of the corridor we've planned together the walking path
and the interaction with the historic business district. On the east side, there is over
500 acres of undeveloped and underdeveloped industrial and commercial land that we
envision becoming a major economic engine with the completion of the North
Spokane Corridor. We believe that the completion of this project is the single most
important factor in the future prosperity of the Greater Hillyard Neighborhood, the
City of Spokane and the Greater Spokane region. The capacity for job creation is
uncanny.

E 2409 WABASH 3% SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 3% 99217
WWW.HISTORIC-HILLYARD.COM



HILLYARD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

LUKE TOLLEY, CHAIR

Thank you for your support of this important project. We look forward to the speedy
completion of the North Spokane Corridor and this grant would be a significant step in
that direction.

Sincerely,

Luke Tolley
Chair, Hillyard Neighborhood Council
Stakeholder Manager, Greater Hillyard - Northeast Planning Alliance

C.C.:
Paula Hammond, WSDOT
Keith Metcalf, WSDOT
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