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I-5, Mellen Street to Grand Mound:
. A Safety and Capacity Improvement Project
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Open House on March 7,4 - 7 PM

WSDOT invites you to an open house at Centralia Middle
School to learn more about a significant new project to
improve I-5 from Mellen Street to Grand Mound. Project team
representatives want to hear your thoughts about the problems
in the project area and possible solutions. The WSDOT project
team will use your input to generate alternatives to address the
problems. WSDOT will analyze and present alternatives for
your review and comment at an open house in the summer

of 2006.

What is the purpose of this project?

Improving safety and mobility and increasing capacity on I-5
are the primary goals of the I-5, Mellen Street to Grand Mound
project. The project area is a seven-mile stretch of I-5 that
runs through portions of Thurston and Lewis Counties and

the City of Centralia. Key features of the project, which will
be implemented in phases, are to:

* Widen I-5 from two lanes to at least three lanes in each
direction, continuing the widening of I-5 to the north
between Maytown and Grand Mound that is scheduled
for construction in 2008

Improve the existing interchanges at Mellen Street and
Harrison Ave. to meet projected traffic demand

Replace existing bridges to accommodate the
widening of I-5

Examine the causes of the high accident rate on the
I-5 mainline and design changes to improve safety

Upgrade I-5 to meet current design standards

Accommodate planned improvements to the railroad
system in the project area

What are the expected benefits?
These improvements are expected to:

* Reduce accidents and increase safety on I-5 and at
freeway interchanges

* Reduce congestion

* Improve mobility for the local community and
long-distance traffic

* Improve freight mobility along the I-5 corridor

What has been done to date?

In 2003 WSDOT completed a programmatic environmental
impact statement for a longer stretch of I-5, from Toutle Park
to Maytown. The current project will provide the required
environmental analysis and documentation and the
engineering plans for transportation improvements on

I-5 from Mellen Street to Grand Mound.

How is the project funded?

The 2005 Legislature earmarked $160 million in gas tax
money in the state’s Transportation Partnership Funding
Package to complete the I-5, Mellen Street to Grand Mound
project. A limited amount of federal funding is also available
for this project.
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PRELIMINARY PROJECT SCHEDULE

Public Involvement Activities Project Activities Schedule
Initiate Project Fall '05 - Winter '06
Open House =i
Evaluate Alternatives Spring '06
Open House =l
Select Preferred Alternatives Fall '06 - Summer '07
Conduct Design and Environmental Review Summer '06 - Fall '07
Open House =i
Submit Permits Fall '07 - Winter '08
Public Review =i
Phase 1 Construction 2009-2012
Phases 2 and 3 Construction 2011-2014

How can you get more information?
Visit http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I5/MellentoGrandMound/

or contact Richard Hensley, P.E., Area Engineer
WSDOT Chehalis Project Office
1411 Rush Road, Chehalis, WA 98532
Phone: 360-740-8600, or toll-free 1-866-713-2412
E-mail: henslerg@wsdot.wa.gov

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Individuals requiring reasonable accommodations may request written
materials in alternate formats, sign language interpreters, physical accessibility accommodations, or other reasonable accommodation
by contacting the event sponsor, Richard Hensley, at 360-740-8600 by February 24, 2006. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may
call the Washington State Telecommunications Relay Service, or Tele-Braille at 7-1-1, Voice 1-800-833-6384, and ask to be connected to
Mr. Hensley’s phone number.

Title VI Statement to the Public: It is WSDOT'’s policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin
or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has
been violated may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEQ). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please
contact WSDOT’s OEO Title VI Coordinator at 360-705-7098.

Please Come to a Public Open House

Tuesday, March 7, 2006

4to7 PM * Find out more about the project

Centralia Middle School Cafeteria * [dentify problems and suggest solutions
901 Johnson Road in Centralia
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