
As a member of the “Sustainable 
Communities Partnership” panel, 
Nancy provided the audience a snap-
shot of Washington State’s livability 
and sustainability efforts.  These efforts 
include:

•	Preserving	the	environment.
•	Maximizing	durability.
•	Minimizing	materials	and	construction	

impacts.
•	Reducing	greenhouse	gas	emissions.
•	Meeting	community	needs	as	well	

as considering the needs of future 
generations.
Explicitly	addressing	sustainability	and	•	
livability in construction projects, (e.g., 
incorporating high capacity transit, 
strategies that reduce vehicle miles 
traveled, tolling, electronic safety 
technologies,	and	world	class	bike	and	
pedestrian facilities).

Even though WSDOT is a leader in 
sustainable transportation, it still has 
challenges to overcome.  Some of these 
challenges include:

•	Adequate	time	for	community	dia-
logue.

•	Management	of	project	scope.
•	Reliable	budget	framework.
•	Communication	of	options	and	
alternatives	within	the	context	of	the	
project development process.

•	Jurisdictional	responsibilities	for	land	
use and transportation planning.

“As stewards of the state’s transporta-
tion infrastructure, it’s important for us 
to be mindful of the changing climate 
in two major ways: 
the first is to un-
derstand climate 
impacts and risks 
to the state’s 
transportation 
system as it exists 
today. The second 
is to consider 
climate change 
effects as we 
make ongoing and 
future investments in transportation, so 
that our choices support a sustainable 
transportation system.” 

Nancy Boyd, WSDOT Deputy State 
Design Engineer

WSDOT’s Deputy State Design Engineer, 
Nancy	Boyd,	was	invited	by	the	United	
States Department of Transportation 
to highlight Washington’s climate and 
livability	work	as	a	panelist	at	the	UN	
Climate	Change	Conference	held	in	
Cancun,	Mexico	last	December.	

Nancy	summarized	WSDOT’s	climate	
change	adaptation	work	and	described	
how	five	state	agencies	are	working	
together to develop an integrated 
strategy to prepare for, address, and 
adapt to the impacts of climate change 
in a panel on “Climate Change 
and Adaptation in the Transport 
System.” 

Nancy’s presentation highlighted the 
need	to	understand	the	specific	impacts	
of climate change in Washington State, 
such	as	effects	on	sea	level	rise,	snow	
pack,	wildfires,	river	dynamics,	and	
landslides. 

Nancy also described WSDOT’s adapta-
tion	efforts	for	state	owned	infrastruc-
ture	including	risk	assessment,	develop-
ing a response strategy, and leveraging 
existing	programs	such	as	maintenance,	
materials, emergency response, and 
planning.

While	recognizing	that	true	resiliency	in	
adapting to climate change is not going 
to result from large-scale engineer-
ing	everywhere,	Nancy	suggested	that	
Washington	will	need	to	identify	and	
protect critical resources and commu-
nity infrastructure.

She	identified	some	strategies	for	
increasing infrastructure resiliency, 
including:

•	Limiting	armoring.
Restoring	shorelines.•	
Targeted	removal	of	dikes.•	
Improving	processes	for	siting	new	•	
construction.
Set	back	development.•	
Protecting	key	geomorphologic	pro-•	
cesses (sediment supply).
Identifying critical natural and built •	
environments.
And	“where	engineering	is	inevitable,	•	
be imaginative.” 
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Summary of the 
Principles	of	Correspondence

Early	notification	and	involvement	is	critical	to	1.	
effective participation.

Local	governments	should	seek	early	state	2.	
agency participation and state agencies 
should respond promptly.

Ongoing involvement is important.  State 3. 
agencies should contact local governments, 
preferably by phone, before drafting a formal 
comment letter.

State	agencies	will	share	draft	comments	4. 
informally	with	local	governments	before	
sending	formal	written	comments.

State	agencies	will	ensure	written	corre-5. 
spondence	reflects	their	official	position	and	
designate	a	lead	person	for	GMA	issues.

State	agencies	will	coordinate	comments	6. 
and	resolve	internal	conflicts	before	finalizing	
comments to local governments.

State agency involvement is a technical as-7. 
sistance role, not a regulatory role.

State agencies may provide guidance that 8. 
urges	local	governments	to	exceed	the	mini-
mum	requirements	of	law	and	may	suggest	
ways	to	meet	GMA	requirements.

State	agency	correspondence	will	clearly	dis-9. 
tinguish	legal	requirements,	best	practices,	
matters of fact, and matters of opinion.

State agency comment letters and e-mails 10.	
are public records.

State	agencies	and	local	governments	will	11.	
review	these	principles	as	needed.

Planning for the Future
Each	year,	IBM	predicts	five	technology	
innovations	that	will	change	our	lives	in	
the	next	five	years.	How	might	we	plan	
differently for our transportation system 
if these innovations become reality?
1.		You won’t need to be a scientist to save 

the planet. Sensors in your phone, your car, 
your	wallet,	and	even	your	tweets	will	col-
lect	data	that	will	give	scientists	a	real-time	
picture of your environment. You’ll be able 
to	volunteer	to	contribute	this	data	to	fight	
global	warming,	save	endangered	species,	
or	track	invasive	plants	or	animals	that	
threaten	ecosystems	around	the	world.

2.	 Beam your friends up in 3-D. 3-D interfaces 
like	those	in	the	movies	will	let	you	interact	
with	3-D	holograms	of	your	friends	in	real	
time.	IBM	researchers	are	also	working	on	
new	ways	to	visualize	3-D	data,	allowing	
engineers to step inside the designs of any-
thing	from	buildings	to	software	programs.

3.  Batteries will breathe air to power our 
devices.	Scientists	are	working	on	batteries	
that	use	the	air	we	breathe	to	react	with	en-
ergy-dense metal, leading to longer-lasting 
batteries.	The	result	will	be	a	lightweight,	
powerful,	and	rechargeable	battery	capable	
of	powering	everything	from	electric	cars	to	
mobile devices. 

4.  Computers will help energize your city.		New	
technologies	will	not	only	reduce	the	energy	
needed to cool the air in modern data 
centers	but	also	allow	the	thermal	energy	
from a cluster of computer processors to be 
recycled	to	provide	hot	water	for	an	office	
or a house. 

5.  Personalized commutes for faster travel 
time. Adaptive	traffic	systems	will	intuitively	
learn traveler patterns and behavior to 
provide more dynamic travel safety and 
route information than is currently available. 
Researchers	will	analyze	traffic	accidents,	
road construction, most traveled days of 
the	week,	expected	work	start	times,	local	
events	that	may	affect	traffic,	alternate	
options of transportation such as rail or 
ferries,	parking	availability,	and	weather.	
These	predictive	analytics,	combined	with	
real-time information about current travel 
congestion from sensors and other data, 
will	provide	personalized	recommendations	
that	get	commuters	where	they	need	to	go	
in the fastest time. 

Retrieved	January	7,	2011	from	http://www.ibm.
com/smarterplanet/us/en/ibm_predictions_
for_future/overview/index.html.

For More Information Contact:

Elizabeth	Robbins,	CTPO	Manager
robbins@wsdot.wa.gov,	360.705.7371

Karena	Houser,	CTPO	Planner
houserk@wsdot.wa.gov,	360.705.7876

Katherine	Klockenteger,	CTPO	Planner
klockek@wsdot.wa.gov,	360.705.7257

Upcoming Webinars & Events

February	8,	2011,	 Freight and Safety 
Planning Projects. (Webinar)

February	9,	2011,	Overview of EPA’s 
Quantitative PM Hot-spot Guidance. 
(Webinar)

February	15,	2011,	What Healthy 
Communities Need from their 
Transportation Networks Webinar 
2: The Health Benefits from Active 
Transportation. (Webinar)

February	16,	2011,	Complete Streets. 
(Webinar)

March	15,	2011,	What Healthy Com-
munities Need from their Transpor-
tation Networks Webinar 3: Health 
Impact Assessments in Transporta-
tion. (Webinar)

April	13,	2011,	Short Course on Local 
Planning.	(Pullman,	WA)

In	2005,	eight	state	agencies	including	
WSDOT committed to eleven principles to 
guide	agency	comments	on	local	growth	
management plans and regulations. The 
principles responded to local government 
concerns regarding the adversarial rela-
tionship	between	state	and	local	govern-
ments that sometime developed around 
Growth	Management	Act	(GMA)	issues.	
Over	the	past	five	years,	implementation	
of the principles has promoted a more 
collaborative	relationship	between	state	
and local government. 

In	August,	Secretary	Hammond	renewed	
WSDOT’s	commitment	to	“The	Principles	
Governing	State	Agency	Correspondence	
on	Growth	Management”	by	signing	
a	2010	update	to	the	principles.	The	
principles	(summarized	at	right)	express	
common-sense	ways	state	agencies	can	
participate constructively in local planning. 
Visit	the	Community	Transportation	Plan-
ning	Office	web	site	for	the	full	text	of	the	
Principles of Correspondence and the 
commitment letter signed by Secretary 
Hammond.

This summer, WSDOT’s Community 
Transportation Planning Office is 
interested in bringing together WSDOT 
staff members who review local GMA 
plans and regulations to work on practical step-by-step guidance to implement 
the 2010 Principles of Correspondence. Our hopes are to bring the expertise of 
all the diverse disciplines within WSDOT to the fingertips of plan reviewers in a 
checklist format that identifies common comprehensive plan issues, connects 
planners to agency resources if they need more information, and recommends 
appropriate agency responses. Would you like to be part of this effort to build 
stronger connections with local governments and with your counterparts across the 
state? Sign up to participate in the work group by contacting Karena Houser at the 
Community Transportation Planning Office (houserk@wsdot.wa.gov).

Washington	State	featured	at	United	
Nations	(UN)	Framework	Convention	on	
Climate	Change
WSDOT’s Nancy Boyd shares Washington State’s climate and livability 
work	at	the	UN	Convention	in	Cancun,	Mexico.

New Planning Resources

Growing Wealthier: Smart Growth, 
Climate Change and Prosperity. 
This	Center	for	Clean	Air	Policy	
report	released	in	January,	discusses	
how	application	of	smart	growth	
principles can improve the bottom 
line for businesses, households, and 
governments.

National Endowment for the Arts: 
Our Town Grants: Due March 1.
One of three categories of projects 
this grant program funds is the use of 
design	to	enhance	or	revitalize	public	
spaces. This includes design activities 
such as charrettes, competitions, 
community engagement, and the 
development	of	design	specifications	
for streetscapes, pedestrian bridges, 
sustainable	parks,	and	landscapes.	
Applicants	can	request	grant	amounts	
from	$25,000	to	$250,000.	
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