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FHWA/FTA Notify Local 
Governments and RTPOs in 

New Urbanized Area

Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP)

Develop Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) - 
finish before March 26, 2016

Develop Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP) - 
finish before March 26, 2016

Consolidated Planning Grant 
Funds Available (Earliest, 

October 1, 2012)

WSDOT/other affected state 
transportation agencies/MPO 

Agreement Signed

FHWA/FTA Recognition

Develop Unified Planning 
Work Program (UPWP)

Governors’ Official 
Designation Letter

WSDOT/other affected state 
transportation agencies’ 

endorsement for respective 
Governors

Designation Request

Local Governments agree 
to establish MPO Planning 

Boundary

Interlocal Agreement and 
Bylaws

Local Governments & 
WSDOT (and other affected 

state transportation agencies) 
coordinate formation meetings

Delineate UZA Boundary 
using Census Tiger/Line Files

For Walla Walla, WA/Milton Freewater, OR MPO Designation Discussion 
June 27, 2012



MPO Designation Process

Developed by WSDOT HQ Transportation Planning Office - June 25, 2012  Contact: Bobbie Garver, (360) 705-7962	 Page 2

1. FHWA/FTA Urbanized Area Notification to Local Governments and Transit Organizations

2. WSDOT/other affected state transportation agency delineate UZA boundary using Census Tiger/Line files

3. Local Government and WSDOT/other affected state transportation agency Coordinate Formation Meetings

Agenda Items Should Include:

•	 Presentation (WSDOT/FHWA/FTA)
◊	 What is an MPO?
◊	 Relationship with RTPO
◊	 MPO Procedures Manual Update
◊	 2000 Census UZA Boundary
◊	 Establishing MPO Boundary
◊	 Requirements: Federal, State Overview
◊	 Designation Process

»» Timelines

•	 Formation Discussion (All)
◊	 Lead Agency

»» Process
»» Staff

•	 Policy Council
◊	 Membership (Local Elected Officials, Tribes, RTPO, Transit, WSDOT)

•	 Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
◊	 Local Agency Staff, Transit Staff, WSDOT Staff

•	 MPO Name
•	 Bylaws
•	 Interlocal Agreement(s)

•	 Funding
◊	 Preliminary--before designation
◊	 Local match--before and after designation
◊	 FY Consolidated Planning Grant--after designation with UPWP and signed contract with lead agency

•	 Schedule of Policy Council and TAC meetings--agenda items should include detailed discussions and actions 
on:

◊	 Designation
◊	 Requirements: Federal/State (detailed)
◊	 Bylaws
◊	 Interlocal Agreements
◊	 Unified Planning Work Program
◊	 Metropolitan Transportation Plan
◊	 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP & STIP)
◊	 Title VI
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◊	 Air Quality
◊	 Comprehensive Plan (GMA) review

4. Establish MPO Boundary
•	 23 CFR 450.308 Metropolitan Planning Area Boundaries 

The metropolitan planning area boundary shall, as a minimum, cover the UZA and the contiguous geographic 
area(s) likely to become urbanized within the twenty year forecast period covered by the metropolitan 
transportation plan (23 CFR 450.322)

5. Designation
◊	 23 CFR 450.306 “...shall be by agreement among the Governor(s) and units of general purpose local 

governments representing 75 percent of the affected metropolitan population...”

6. WSDOT/other affected state transportation agency Endorses Designation
◊	 Letter to Governors

7. Governors Designate MPO
◊	 Letter of designation to FHWA and FTA

8. Develop Unified Planning Work Program

9. FHWA & FTA Recognition

10. MPO--Agreements signed with both states

11. Consolidated Planning Grant Funds available after contract between WSDOT/other affected state 
transportation agency and MPO is executed (earliest October 1, 2012 - FHWA PL funds)

12. & 13. Begin MTP and TIP process (must be completed no later than March 26, 2016)


