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Executive Committee

October 24, 2006
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

SR 520 Bridge Replacement 
and HOV Project

Moving Toward a New
SR 520
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Project Updates 

• DEIS Released August 18th

• Community and Jurisdictional Outreach

• Coordination with the University of Washington

• Review of Citizen Concepts



3

DEIS Community and Jurisdictional Outreach

Summer 2006 – Attended 31 fairs and festivals throughout the corridor, 
reaching approximately 4,000 members of the public

Public hearings held September 18th and September 21st

28 briefings conducted with city and town councils (August – October)

18 briefings provided to community and neighborhood organizations 
(August – October)

Traveling display with project information displayed at libraries, community 
centers and businesses 

Comment period extended to October 31st



4

Coordination with the University of Washington

UW Workshop Participants
– University of Washington, including the Medical Center, Athletic

Department, and Arboretum/Botanic Gardens
– Sound Transit
– City of Seattle, including the Seattle Department of Transportation and 

Seattle Parks Department
– King County Metro
– WSDOT

Issues discussed
– Construction impacts
– Construction phasing with other 

projects (Sound Transit)
– Traffic
– Transit
– Parks effects
– Design
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Citizen Concepts 

Fall 2005 – Citizens 
from Madison Park and 
Roanoke introduced a 
tunnel between I-5 and 
the SR 520 floating 
bridge

WSDOT conducted 
additional analysis to 
identify possible 
solutions to the 
identified issues

Concluded that 
environmental, cost, 
end engineering issues 
made the proposal 
infeasible 

Tube and Tunnel Concept
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Citizen Concepts (continued)

Citizens for a Saner Solution Draft Concept
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Expert Review Panel Follow-Up 

• Expert Review Panel Findings

• Updated Cost Estimates

• Question and Answer
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Expert Review Panel Recommendations:
WSDOT Response
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Expert Review Panel Recommendations: 
WSDOT Response
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Expert Review Panel Recommendations: 
WSDOT Response
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Expert Review Panel Recommendations:
WSDOT Response
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Expert Review Panel Recommendations: 
WSDOT Response
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Expert Review Panel Recommendations:
WSDOT Response
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Updated Cost Estimates

$5.34 billion$4.87 billion$3.47 billionHigh
$4.38 billion$3.9 billion$2.70 billionLikely
$3.34 billion$2.84 billion$2.04 billionLow

6-Lane with 
Pacific 

Interchange

6-Lane with 
Montlake 

Interchange

4-Lane with 
Montlake 

Interchange
Range

SR 520 Bridge Updated Project Cost Estimates*

*Updated cost estimates directed by Expert Review Panel, 
September 2006.
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Updated Cost Estimates
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Updated Cost Estimates
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Updated Cost Estimates
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DEIS Public Comments

Over 800 Draft EIS full documents, executive 
summaries, and CDs have been distributed to 
agencies, organizations, libraries, and 
individuals. 

As of 10/18/06, 657 individuals, businesses, 
community groups, and jurisdictions have 
provided 734 comments via letters, emails, 
written comment forms, e-comments, and oral 
comments. 

Of the 734 comments, the majority (422) have 
come from Seattle zip codes, and 
approximately 14% (100) represent the 
Eastside. 
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DEIS Public Comments

Top areas of interest* (through 10/18/06)
1. 6-Lane Pacific Interchange

2. Traffic 

3. Transportation System/Transit

4. Parks and Recreation

5. Urban Design/Visual Quality

6. Other Categories
Community character and effects
Noise and noise mitigation
Bicycle and pedestrian access
Funding and tolling
Environmental concerns
Agency coordination
Tube and Tunnel option

*  Percent of 3,087 total topics addressed in comments

Traffic
10%

Transportation 
Systems/Transit

7%

Other Categories
59%

Parks and Recreation
5%

Urban Design/Visual 
Quality & 

Aesthetics/Lids
5%

6-Lane with Pacific 
Street Interchange

14%
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DEIS Public Comments

Comments by Alternative (through 10/18/06)

6-Lane Alternative Unfavorable, 78

4-Lane Alternative Favorable, 25

4-Lane Alternative Unfavorable, 50

6-Lane Alternative Favorable, 50

6-Lane with Pacific Street 
Interchange Favorable, 349

Tube/Tunnel Unfavorable, 4

8-Lane Alternative Unfavorable, 3

6-Lane with Second Montlake 
Bridge Unfavorable, 22

6-Lane with Second Montlake 
Bridge Favorable, 5

6-Lane with Pacific Street 
Interchange Unfavorable, 86

8-Lane Alternative Favorable, 16

Tube/Tunnel Favorable, 63
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Next Steps

Fall 2006 Executive Committee ProcessFall 2006 Executive Committee Process

OctoberOctober
NovemberNovember

Oct 24 – Project 
updates at Executive 
Committee meeting

Oct 31 – Public 
comment period ends

Early Nov –
Remaining highlights 
of public comments 
provided to Executive 
Committee

Nov 15 – Review and 
discussion at 
Executive Committee 
meeting; Transmittal 
memo with 
jurisdictions’
recommendations

Nov / DecNov / Dec

WSDOT provides 
recommendations and 
supporting information 
to Governor

Governor identifies 
preferred alternative

Input to RTID Plan

Jan / Feb 2007Jan / Feb 2007

RTID Finalizes Plan
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Catastrophic Failure Planning

Emergency Response Planning:

Draft Plan Developed:  Fall  2005 – Fall 2006

Jurisdictional Outreach:  Winter 2006 –
Spring 2007

Drills and Exercises:  Spring 2007 – Spring 
2008 

How will WSDOT be prepared if the bridge fails?
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Public Comment


