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The Voice of the Commercial Road Transportation Industry in British Columbia 

BRITISH COLUMBIA TRUCKING ASSOCIATION 
100-20111  93A  Avenue, Langley, BC  V1M 4A9 

Phone: 604-888-5319   •   Fax: 604-888-2941 
Toll-Free: 1-800-565-2282 

bcta@bctrucking.com   •   www.bctrucking.com 

March 5, 2012 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re.: TIGER Discretionary Grant for SR 539/Lynden-Aldergrove Port of Entry Improvements 

Dear Mr. LaHood: 

On behalf of the BC Trucking Association (BCTA), I am writing to support Washington State 
Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) application for TIGER IV discretionary grant funds 
for highway improvements supporting the expansion of SR 539 and the Lynden-Aldergrove 
Port of Entry. 

The Lynden-Aldergrove Port of Entry expansion project is consistent with the U.S.-Canada 
Beyond the Border Action Plan and is the culmination of years of extensive bi-national 
coordination, planning, and support from the International Mobility and Trade Corridor 
(IMTC) Project. The IMTC is a U.S.-Canadian coalition of private sector and government 
organizations that identifies and promotes improvements to mobility and security for the 
border crossings in the Cascade Gateway, which connects Whatcom County in Washington 
State to Metro Vancouver and the Fraser Valley Regional District in British Columbia. 

Despite the recent economic downturn, there were 920,000 two-way truck and 7.8 million 
two-way passenger car crossings in the Cascade Gateway in 2009. The Aldergrove-Lynden 
Port of Entry played an integral role in facilitating these cross-border movements. It 
accounted for 12 percent of the total regional cross-border truck volume and 15 percent of 
passenger car volume. Its role as an important regional crossing is also growing as 
economic activity on the Canadian side of the border continues to shift and expand east into 
the Fraser Valley. Improvements to SR 539 in support of the Port’s expansion will add much 
needed capacity, reduce border wait times, and improve the predictability of cross-border 
travel and commercial goods movement throughout the Cascade Gateway to the benefit of 
local communities, the region, and our two nations as a whole. 

BCTA is the recognised voice of the provincial motor carrier industry, representing over 1200 
truck and bus fleets and about 230 suppliers to the industry. BCTA members operate over 
13,000 vehicles and employ 26,000 people in BC. 

Sincerely, 

 
Louise Yako 
President & CEO 

cc. Todd Carlson, Planning and Engineering Services Manager, WSDOT, Northwest Region/Mount Baker Area	
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Project scope 
 
Canada Border Services Agency’s (CBSA) Aldergrove Port of Entry (POE) has been identified as 
a priority for replacement under our major capital replacement plan.  This facility, built in 1972 is 
no longer adequate for delivering the Agency’s various programs.  Further, structural degradation 
has placed the option of repairs or renovation to the existing structure beyond economic 
feasibility.  Therefore CBSA has begun planning for the complete redevelopment of Aldergrove 
POE. 
 
To that end, the Agency has worked to create a conceptual plan to be used to develop the 
Request For Proposal (RFP) tender documents.  This project will involve the complete 
redevelopment and modernization of CBSA’s infrastructure.  Included in this is the purchase of 
additional land (currently under negotiation) to accommodate expanded operations.  In order to 
accommodate this project scope, some road re-alignment will be required both within Canada 
and the United States. 
 
 
Project Schedule 
 
The project schedule is dependant upon certain factors, such as finalizing land acquisitions and 
preparing the tender documents.  The planning and development process to contract award is 
also dependant on the project delivery method used, but is estimated to require 6-8 months.  It is 
anticipated that construction would take approximately 18 months based on recent similar 
projects undertaken by our Agency.  The project would require multiple phases as follows: 
 

1. Provision of temporary facility, 
2. Temporary inbound/outbound traffic re-routing 
3. Demolition of existing structures,  
4. Construction of new structures,  
5. Cut-over to new permanent facilities,  
6. Demolition and removal of temporary facilities 

  
These are broad categories and there would be multiple sub-phases within each phase. 
 
 
Cost Estimate 
 
Preliminary estimates have been prepared in anticipation of this project.  Much depends on the 
final approved project scope; however, at this time CBSA has committed to the required funding 
to move forward with this redevelopment plan. 
 
Consultation Process 
 
As part of the process of developing conceptual project plans, CBSA Pacific Region felt it was 
critical to look at this undertaking from a systems perspective, taking into account infrastructure in 
our own area as well as adjacent areas.  We undertook a process of consultation with our 
partners including BC Ministry of Transportation, Township of Langley, Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), US Customs and Border Patrol, and US Government 
Services Administration.  The results of this process have been the development of a holistic plan 
for the redevelopment project at this location. 
 
A specific example of the value of this bi-national cooperation between partners is the planned 
tie-in of SR-539 to the border.  To date, this roadway has been widened north from the I-5 to 
Badger Road in Lynden.  Through discussions between CBSA and WSDOT, it is proposed that 
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this widening be completed through to the International Boundary at the 49
th
 parallel and that a 

commercial vehicle diversion be created near the border.  This diversion would allow commercial 
vehicles to separate from regular traffic behind the US-based Duty Free store and cross directly 
onto a property that CBSA is acquiring.  Simplifying the way vehicles access the border, 
particularly large commercial vehicles, which require more room for turning, greatly enhances the 
way a border functions as part of a larger transportation system. 
 
Moving forward, CBSA is committed to continuing this collaborative process.  The advantages are 
clear for each party involved.  Delivering a carefully planned and integrated project benefits not 
only the agencies and stakeholders involved but most importantly, the communities and 
commercial trade that access and depend upon this vital link between our countries. 
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March 6, 2012 
 
 
File #: 
Cliff #: 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Re: TIGER Discretionary Grant for SR 539/Lynden-Aldergrove Port-of-Entry 
Improvements 
 
 
On behalf of the British Columbia Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure, I am pleased 
to write in support of the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) 
application for TIGER IV discretionary grant funds for the construction of highway 
improvements to support SR 539/ Lynden-Aldergrove Port-of-Entry expansion. This 
project implements many of the visions included in our binational IMTC planning and 
implements US-Canada Beyond the Border action plan.  This project will provide 
capacity and access to operational improvements that will ensure more predictable wait 
times, and provide NEXUS participants access to expedited screening that will reduce 
the wait time for all travelers. This project was developed after extensive joint planning 
and will significantly improve the cross border connections that will serve international 
travel for decades to come.  
 
This project represents the culmination of years of close coordination and complex 
multi-agency partnering to develop operational improvements that are needed on both 
sides of the border at this regionally significant crossing. The British Columbia 
metropolitan region is growing rapidly and an enhanced processing facility and 
improved highway connection will serve thousands of people each day.  
British Columbia strongly supports the SR 539/Lynden-Aldergrove Port-of-Entry 
Improvement project because it will strengthens international trade (freight, tourism and 
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retail). We urge you to fund this critical infrastructure investment so we can improve a 
significant international border crossing and address congestion, system capacity, 
safety and emission reductions that will further enhance the area as a livable 
destination. This project will provide significant long term benefits and most importantly 
improve the economic competiveness of both of our nations. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
John Schnablegger 
Regional Manager 
Programming, Partnerships and Planning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Westminster
Chamber of Commerce

         March 5, 2012
The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
 
RE: TIGER Discretionary Grant for SR 539/Lynden-Aldergrove Port-of-Entry Improve-
ments
  
The Lower Mainland Chambers Transportation Panel (LMCTP), representing the Chambers 
of Commerce/Boards of Trade in the Lower Fraser Valley and Vancouver Metro region of 
BC, is pleased to offer its support for the Washington State Department of Transportation’s 
(WSDOT) application for TIGER IV discretionary grant funds for the construction of 
highway improvements to support SR 539/ Lynden-Aldergrove Port-of-Entry expansion. 
This project implements many of the visions included in the bi-national IMTC planning and 
implements US-Canada “Beyond the Border” action plan.  It is concurrent with the policies 
of the LMCTP to support all activities and projects leading to improvements for current and 
future infrastructure projects for improved cross border travel particularly for business and 
commercial purposes. The project will provide capacity and access to operational improve-
ments that will ensure more predictable wait times, and provide NEXUS participants access 
to expedited screening that will reduce the wait for all travelers. This project was developed 
after extensive joint planning and will significantly improve the cross border connections 
that will serve international travel for decades to come.
 
This project represents the culmination of years of close coordination and complex multi-
agency partnering to develop operational improvements that are needed on both sides of the 
border at this regionally significant crossing. The Greater Vancouver /Fraser Valley metro-
politan region is growing rapidly and is estimated to see an additional one million residents  
(most in the South Fraser region) by 2040. An enhanced processing facility coupled with 
this improved highway connection will serve thousands of people who provide an influx of 
Canadian spending and business to the benefit of your economy, and ease of passage for US 
visitors and commercial interests to ours. We strongly support the SR 539/Lynden-
Aldergrove Port-of-Entry Improvement project because it will strengthen international trade 
(Freight, tourism and retail) and provide significant long-term benefits which will improve 
the economic competiveness of our Cascadia region benefiting both the United States and 
Canada.
 
Sincerely,

Craig Jones,
 
Chair, Lower Mainland Chambers Transportation Panel
Executive Director, Richmond Chamber of Commerce,



          March 5, 2012 

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

  

RE: TIGER Discretionary Grant for SR 539/Lynden-Aldergrove Port-of-Entry 

Improvements 

   

On behalf of the Surrey Board of Trade in Surrey BC Canada, I would like to offer our 

support for the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) application 

for TIGER IV discretionary grant funds for the construction of highway improvements to 

support SR 539/ Lynden-Aldergrove Port-of-Entry expansion. This project implements 

many of the visions included in our bi-national IMTC planning and implements US-

Canada “Beyond the Border” action plan.  In addition it fits with the policies of the 

Surrey Board of Trade to support all activities and projects leading to improvements for 

current and future infrastructure projects for improved cross border travel and commerce. 

This project will provide capacity and access to operational improvements that will 

ensure more predictable wait times, and provide NEXUS participants access to expedited 

screening that will reduce the wait for all travelers. This project was developed after 

extensive joint planning and will significantly improve the cross border connections that 

will serve international travel for decades to come. 

  

This project represents the culmination of years of close coordination and complex multi-

agency partnering to develop operational improvements that are needed on both sides of 

the border at this regionally significant crossing. The Greater Vancouver metropolitan 

region is growing rapidly and is estimated to see an additional one million residents in the 

Fraser Valley (most in the South Fraser region) by 2040. An enhanced processing facility 

coupled with this improved highway connection will serve thousands of people who 

provide an influx of Canadian spending to the benefit of your economy. We strongly 

support the SR 539/Lynden-Aldergrove Port-of-Entry Improvement project because it 

will strengthen international trade (Freight, tourism and retail) that benefits the local 

communities, the region, not to mention both of our nations. This project will provide 

significant long-term benefits and most importantly improve the economic competiveness 

of our Cascadia region and benefit both the United States and Canada. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Anita Huberman, CEO 

Surrey Board of Trade, 

Surrey, BC, Canada 
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