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March 12, 2012 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
I am pleased to write in support of the Washington State Department of Transportation’s application for a 
TIGER IV grant for the SR 167, 8th Street East Vic to South 277th Street Northbound and Southbound HOT Lane 
Extension project. The Washington State Legislature has committed $82 million to the project. An additional 
$15 million through a TIGER IV grant will complete the necessary funding to build this critical congestion relief 
project on a statewide freight route. This grant would provide funding to build nearly 10 miles of sustainable 
capacity, completing the SR 167 HOT lane system that connects the Green River Valley cities in King and Pierce 
counties.   
 
The $97 million SR 167, 8th Street East Vic to South 277th Street Northbound and Southbound HOT Lane 
Extension project will extend the existing north and southbound pilot HOT lane system, which began in 2008. 
The HOT lane pilot ends in June 2013, and action to make the HOT lanes permanent is expected during the 
2013 legislative session. The current SR 167 HOT lanes are saving people time and raising revenue for 
operations and future capital improvements. After operating for three years, here’s an update on 
performance:   
 
Since opening in 2008: 

 90,000 unique Good To Go! passes have been used on the SR167 HOT lanes, 
 Revenue has increased by 88 percent, and 
 Drivers choosing a reliable trip has increased by 200 percent. 

 
In addition: 

 Monthly average revenue continues to increase with February 2012 hitting a new record of 
$100,000 for the month, 

 A northbound SR 167 HOT lane driver saves an average of 9 minutes in the peak hour for a $1.75 
toll, and 

 Managing the system allows for continued reliability for both carpool and transit users. 
 



 

 

The project will also have immediate short-term benefits through job creation and stimulus in both Pierce and 
King Counties. This project will immediately begin creating or saving over 1,100 jobs.  In summary, I support 
this TIGER IV application for its significant long-term sustainable traffic benefits, immediate jobs creation and 
ability to move freight goods to market more efficiently. I encourage you to give this application full and fair 
consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Rep. Judy Clibborn 
House Transportation Chair 
 







 
 
March 12, 2012 
 
The Honorable Secretary Raymond L. LaHood 
TIGER Discretionary Grants 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Highway Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
I am pleased to write in support of Washington State Department of Transportation’s application for a 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER IV) grant through the Federal 
Highway Administration under the U.S. Department of Transportation.  This grant would provide 
funding to build nearly 10 miles of capacity, completing the SR 167 HOT lane system that connects the 
cities of Pacific and Algona to Auburn and Renton in King and Pierce counties. 
 
The $97 million SR 167, 8th Street East Vic to South 277th Street Northbound and Southbound HOT Lane 
Extension project will extend the currently existing north and southbound HOT lane system.  WSDOT 
has committed $82 million to the project and an additional $15 million will complete the funding 
necessary to build this critical congestion relief project on a statewide freight route. 
This project has very tangible safety, economic, and congestion relief benefits that will impact southern 
Puget Sound.  Identified by Washington Freight and Goods Transportation System as a T‐1 freight 
route, SR 167 carries upwards of 52 million tons of freight each year.  SR 167 connects the freight 
centric Kent and Auburn Valley with the Port of Tacoma and residents to one of Puget Sound’s major 
employers, The Boeing Company.  The Valley Cities Distribution Center is the largest freight 
warehousing and distribution center in the Puget Sound Region, and the second largest on the West 
Coast of the United States.  This district includes industrial and manufacturing zoned properties in 
some nine Valley cities (Fife, Sumner, Algona, Pacific, Auburn, Kent, Renton and Tukwila) and serves 
the Ports of Tacoma and Seattle and the region’s day‐to‐day needs shipping & storing freight goods & 
services.  Relieving congestion on this stretch of the SR 167 freeway will allow freight to flow more 
freely, while allowing our residents to commute to job centers around Puget Sound. 
The project will also have immediate short‐term benefits through job creation and stimulus in both 
Pierce and King Counties.  This entire project will immediately begin creating or saving over 1100 jobs.  
In summary, we support this TIGER IV application because the SR 167 is a critical freight corridor that 
Puget Sound Region relies upon for getting goods to market. The congestion relief provided by this 
project will allow suppliers and customers to meet their operating schedules and improve residents’ 
quality of life allowing them to get to their destinations faster.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Pete Lewis 
Mayor 
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March	16,	2012	
	
The	Honorable	Secretary	Raymond	L.	LaHood	
TIGER	Discretionary	Grants	
U.S.	Department	of	Transportation	
Federal	Highway	Administration	
1200	New	Jersey	Ave,	SE	
Washington	DC	20590	
	
RE:	 Support	for	WSDOT’s	TIGER	Grant	Application	for	SR	167	HOT	Lanes		
	
Dear	Secretary	LaHood:	
	
The	City	of	Covington	supports	the	Washington	State	Department	of	Transportation’s	(WSDOT)	application	for	a	
Transportation	Investment	Generating	Economic	Recovery	(TIGER	IV)	grant	through	the	Federal	Highway	
Administration	under	the	U.S.	Department	of	Transportation.		This	grant	would	provide	funding	to	build	nearly	10	
miles	of	capacity,	completing	the	State	Route	167	HOT	lane	system	that	connects	the	cities	of	Pacific	and	Algona	to	
Auburn	and	Renton	in	King	and	Pierce	counties.			
	
The	$97	million	SR	167,	8th	Street	East	vicinity	to	South	277th	Street	Northbound	and	Southbound	HOT	Lane	
Extension	project	will	extend	the	currently	existing	north	and	southbound	HOT	lane	system.		WSDOT	has	
committed	$82	million	to	the	project	and	an	additional	$15	million	will	complete	the	funding	necessary	to	build	
this	critical	congestion	relief	project	on	a	statewide	freight	route.		
	
This	project	has	very	tangible	safety,	economic,	and	congestion	relief	benefits	that	will	impact	southern	Puget	
Sound.		Identified	by	Washington	Freight	and	Goods	Transportation	System	as	a	T‐1	freight	route,	SR	167	carries	
upwards	of	52	million	tons	of	freight	each	year.		SR	167	connects	the	freight‐centric	Kent	and	Auburn	Valley	with	
the	Port	of	Tacoma	and	residents	to	one	of	Puget	Sound’s	major	employers,	The	Boeing	Company.		Relieving	
congestion	on	this	stretch	of	freeway	will	allow	freight	to	get	to	port	faster,	while	allowing	residents	to	commute	to	
job	centers	around	Puget	Sound.	
	
The	project	will	also	have	immediate	short‐term	benefits	through	job	creation	and	stimulus	in	both	Pierce	and	King	
Counties.		This	project	will	immediately	begin	creating	or	saving	over	1100	jobs.		In	summary,	we	support	this	
TIGER	IV	application	because	the	SR	167	is	a	critical	freight	corridor	that	Puget	Sound	Region	relies	upon	for	
getting	goods	to	market.		The	congestion	relief	provided	by	this	project	will	allow	suppliers	and	customers	to	meet	
their	operating	schedules	and	improve	residents’	quality	of	life	allowing	them	to	get	to	their	destinations	faster.		
	
If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	City	Manager	Derek	Matheson	at	(253)	638‐1110	or	
dmatheson@covingtonwa.gov.		
	
Sincerely,	

	
Margaret	Harto	
Mayor	
	
cc:	 Covington	City	Council	
	 Derek	Matheson,	City	Manager	
	 Glenn	Akramoff,	Public	Works	Director	
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March 13, 2012 
 
The Honorable Secretary Raymond L. LaHood 
TIGER Discretionary Grants 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Highway Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
I am pleased to write in support of Washington State Department of Transportation’s application for 
a Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER IV) grant through the Federal 
Highway Administration under the U.S. Department of Transportation. This grant would provide 
funding to build nearly 10 miles of capacity, completing the SR 167 HOT lane system that connects 
the cities of Pacific and Algona to Auburn and Renton in King and Pierce counties.   
 
The $97 million SR 167, 8th Street East Vicinity to South 277th Street Northbound and Southbound 
HOT Lane Extension project will extend the currently existing north and southbound HOT lane 
system. WSDOT has committed $82 million to the project and an additional $15 million will complete 
the funding necessary to build this critical congestion relief project on a statewide freight route.  
 
This project has very tangible safety, economic, and congestion relief benefits that will impact 
southern Puget Sound. Identified by Washington Freight and Goods Transportation System as a T-1 
freight route, SR 167 carries upwards of 52 million tons of freight each year. SR 167 connects the 
freight centric Kent and Auburn Valley with the Port of Tacoma and residents to one of Puget 
Sound’s major employers, The Boeing Company. Relieving congestion on this stretch of freeway will 
allow freight to get to port faster, while allowing residents to commute to job centers around Puget 
Sound. 
 
The project will also have immediate short-term benefits through job creation and stimulus in both 
Pierce and King Counties. This project will immediately begin creating or saving over 1100 jobs.  In 
summary, we support this TIGER IV application because the SR 167 is a critical freight corridor that 
the Puget Sound Region relies upon for getting goods to market. The congestion relief provided by 
this project will allow suppliers and customers to meet their operating schedules and improve 
residents’ quality of life allowing them to get to their destinations faster.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nancy E. Wyatt, I.O.M. 
President & COO 




