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CHAPTER 5.6 Social Elements  

Communities in the study area could experience 

temporary increases in noise and dust, visual quality 

effects from construction activities, and glare from 

construction lighting.  However, the project will be 

constructed in stages, lessening the amount of time any 

individual area is disturbed.  The completed project will 

decrease traffic noise, improve emergency response 

times, improve traffic circulation and access, and 

provide improved opportunities for community 

interaction and recreation.   

Why are social elements considered in this 

EA? 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires 

federal agencies to analyze how a transportation project could 

affect the surrounding communities and ensures full 

compliance with relevant laws and regulations.  Social 

elements analyzed for the project include the following: 

community cohesion; regional and community growth; 

community services; recreational resources; and pedestrian, 

bicycle, and transit facilities. 

How was information collected and what 

methods were used to evaluate effects?  

The study area for social elements was defined as the 

neighborhoods adjacent to the SR 520 corridor from Lake 

Washington to the SR 202 interchange in Redmond.  The social 

analysis primarily focused on neighborhoods where roadway 

construction will occur, from the Lake Washington shoreline 

to 108th Avenue NE.  Information was collected from a variety 

of federal, state, and local sources.  The following methods 

were used to identify and evaluate potential project effects: 

• Visiting the study area to characterize the current 

neighborhood environment. 

• Reviewing data from federal, state, county, and local 

agencies, including the U.S. Census Bureau, the Puget 

Sound Regional Council (PSRC), Washington State Office 

Please refer to the Social 

Elements Technical 

Memorandum in Appendix P 

for additional information 

about the social elements 

analysis. 
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of Financial Management (OFM), and the jurisdictions of 

Medina, Hunts Point, Yarrow Point, Kirkland, Bellevue, 

and Redmond.  

• Reviewing existing documentation relevant to social 

conditions in the study area, including comprehensive 

plans and other planning documents, relevant Web sites, 

geographic information system (GIS) and other maps to 

identify community services, recreational resources, and 

existing and planned pedestrian, bicycle, and transit 

facilities in the study area. 

• Creating GIS maps to identify the locations of social 

elements in the study area. 

• Contacting staff from the parks and recreation 

departments in the study area, as needed, to collect 

additional data. 

• Reviewing and analyzing discipline reports and technical 

memoranda prepared for the project to determine any 

potential effects related to social elements, including noise, 

air quality, hazardous materials, land use, transportation, 

and visual quality.  

• Reviewing the public involvement plan to identify the 

outreach strategies used to inform the surrounding 

communities about the project. 

What are the characteristics of the study 

area? 

The study area north and south of SR 520 consists primarily of 

urban single family residential neighborhoods between Lake 

Washington and 108th Avenue NE where roadway 

construction will occur.  East of 108th Avenue NE to SR 202 

the project improvements would be limited to restriping of the 

HOV lanes, only slightly affecting those services that travel 

that portion of SR 520 and having no effect on adjacent 

neighborhoods.  Construction of SR 520 in the 1960s bisected 

existing communities, which created a barrier to interaction 

between the northern and southern portions of the study area.  

The highway also isolated the southern portion of Hunts 

Point.  
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Medina, Hunts Point, Clyde Hill, and Yarrow Point offer few 

commercial services or any multifamily housing.  Most of the 

houses in these areas are located on large lots that are typically 

treed, landscaped, and well maintained.  A number of these 

houses are located on the shoreline of Lake Washington.  

As the study area transitions to the neighborhoods of 

Lakeview in Kirkland and Northtown in Bellevue, land uses 

become more diverse, with a mixture of single family and 

multifamily residential and commercial and office uses.  

There are relatively few places where area residents can gather 

to interact (for example, religious institutions and community 

centers); however, one of the few commercial buildings in the 

study area includes a coffee shop, located in Clyde Hill, that 

residents use as a gathering place.  There are five recreational 

facilities in the area where residents have the opportunity to 

interact.  Exhibit 5-24 shows the social elements in the study 

area. 

What are the population characteristics of 

the study area? 

The population in the study area has a higher median age and 

a greater percentage of the population over the age of 65 than 

the surrounding area.  The study area also has a much higher 

median household income (two times that of the larger 

geographic area) and a relatively small percentage of the 

population at or below the poverty level.  More of the 

residents are homeowners, with a low percentage of the 

households having no vehicle.  Based on Bellevue School 

District Web site information, 10 percent of the students at 

Medina Elementary spoke a first language other than English 

during the 2006–2007 school year (Bellevue School District 

2008a), and 27 percent of the students at Clyde Hill 

Elementary spoke a first language other than English during 

the 2008–2009 school year (Bellevue School District 2008b).  At 

both schools, the Asian population accounted for the greatest 

percentage of minority students. 

  



Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Exhibit 5-24. Social Elements

Source: King County (2008) GIS Data and Aerial Photo
(Social Elements, Streams, Streets, Water Bodies), CH2M
HILL (2008) GIS Data (Parks). Horizontal datum for all layers
is NAD83(91); vertical datum for layers is NAVD88.
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Bellevue Christian School/Three Points 

Elementary in Medina 

What community services are located in the 

study area? 

Community services include schools, religious institutions, 

social institutions, government facilities, fire and emergency 

medical, police, and utilities (see Exhibit 5-24).  No cemeteries 

or defense institutions are located in the study area.   

Schools 

The Bellevue School District and the Lake Washington 

School District serve the study area.  While there are no 

public schools located in the study area, there are seven 

schools in these two districts with attendance boundaries 

that cross the study area.  There are two private schools 

(Bellevue Christian School/Three Points Elementary in 

Medina and Eastside Preparatory School in Kirkland) 

and one public post-secondary school (Bellevue 

Community College – North Campus) in the study area 

(Exhibit 5-24).  In addition, their private child care 

facilities and preschools are located in the study area. 

Buses for public school transportation use many of the 

arterials in the study area to transport students to and from 

school, including the roadways across SR 520 at Evergreen 

Point Road, 84th Avenue NE, and 92nd Avenue NE. 

Religious Institutions 

Only one religious institution is located in the study area.  The 

Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church is located at 3030 Bellevue Way 

NE (Exhibit 5-24) in the Northtown neighborhood of Bellevue. 

The parking lot is used as a King County Metro park-and-ride 

facility during weekdays.  

Government Facilities 

The only government facilities in the study area are two town 

halls: Hunts Point Town Hall, located at 3000 Hunts Point 

Road, and Yarrow Point Town Hall, located at 4030 95th 

Avenue NE (Exhibit 5-24). 

Fire and Emergency Medical 

The Bellevue Fire Department, Kirkland Fire Department, and 

Redmond Fire Department all provide service to the study 

area.  In addition to serving Bellevue, the Bellevue Fire 

Department provides service to Medina, Hunts Point, Clyde 

Hill, and Yarrow Point.  No fire stations are located in the 
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study area.  The nearest station to the study area is Bellevue 

Fire Department Station #5, located at 9621 NE 24th Street in 

Clyde Hill.  The Kirkland Fire Department Station #22, located 

at 6602 108th Avenue NE, and the Bellevue Fire Department 

Station #6, located at 1850 132nd Avenue NE, also respond to 

calls in the study area.  The Bellevue Fire Department and 

Redmond Fire Department respond to calls in the eastern part 

of the study area where only restriping of the HOV lanes is to 

occur.  The response time, that is, from the time a call is 

dispatched to the moment a fire unit arrives on the scene, 

averages between 5 to 6 minutes for the three fire 

departments.  All fire departments have paramedics who 

provide basic life support.  The Bellevue Fire Department and 

Redmond Fire Department are part of King County Medic 

One.  Medic One provides advanced life support to the 

residents of King County. 

Overlake Hospital Medical Center, located at 1035 116th 

Avenue NE, and Group Health Bellevue Medical Center, 

located at 11511 NE 10th Street, are the closest hospitals 

serving the study area.  A Bellevue Medic One unit is based 

out of Overlake Hospital and responds to any calls along  

SR 520. 

Police Departments 

The police departments of Medina, Clyde Hill, Kirkland, 

Bellevue, and Redmond serve and protect the residents in the 

study area.  The Medina Police Department provides service 

to the residents of Hunts Point, and the Clyde Hill Police 

Department provides service to the residents of Yarrow Point. 

There are no stations in the study area.  In addition to these 

police departments, the Washington State Patrol (WSP) serves 

the study area.  The WSP patrols and investigates all collisions 

within the study area along SR 520, I-405, and SR 202. 

Because the majority of the study area consists primarily of 

single family residences with relatively small population 

bases, there are few community services.  The neighborhoods 

in the study area also include a variety of pedestrian, bicycle, 

and transit facilities. 
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What recreational facilities are located in the 

study area? 

Five recreational facilities were identified in the study area: 

Points Loop Trail, Fairweather Park, Hunts Point Park, 

Wetherill Nature Preserve, and the Yarrow Bay 

wetlands.   

Points Loop Trail is a 5.4-mile-long trail that links the 

communities of Medina, Hunts Point, Clyde Hill, and 

Yarrow Bay.  It includes 1.6 miles of off-street trails, 2.4 

miles of streets with sidewalks, and 1.4 miles of trail 

along residential streets.  Where it parallels SR 520, the 

trail passes along the south side of Fairweather Park, 

Hunts Point Park, and Wetherill Nature Preserve, and is 

located completely within the WSDOT right of way. 

Fairweather Park is a public park in Medina consisting of  

11 acres of forested open space.  The terrain ranges from 

upland forest to wetland, and is bisected by a spring-fed 

stream.  Tennis courts and a small grassy playfield are 

located in the western area of the park. 

Hunts Point Park, also known as D.K. McDonald Park, 

encompasses roughly 2.5 acres in the south part of the 

Town of Hunts Point.  Park amenities include tennis 

courts, a children’s play area, an open sports area, and 

benches.  The parkland was originally acquired from the 

Bellevue School District and named after long-time 

resident D. K. McDonald, who purchased enough bonds 

to finance construction of the park.  The park also contains 

the Town Hall. 

The 16-acre Wetherill Nature Preserve was donated to 

the towns of Hunts Point and Yarrow Point in 1988 with 

the requirement that the towns protect the land in 

perpetuity from development and preserve its native 

wildlife and plants.  A number of pedestrian-only trails 

wind through the park and provide waterfront views.  

The parkland is privately maintained through volunteer 

efforts and contributions.  The Points Loop Trail is 

located immediately adjacent to the south side of the 

park within the WSDOT right of way and connects to 

pedestrian paths within the preserve. 

Points Loop Trail connects Medina  
and Hunts Point. 

Fairweather Park 

Wetherill Nature Preserve 
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Yarrow Bay wetlands is a 73-acre wildlife conservancy area 

that can be explored either by nonmotorized craft, such as 

canoes and kayaks, or by following one of two trails that 

border the park. 

These parks and recreation facilities are important resources 

that are highly valued by local governments and community 

members. 

How will project construction affect social 

elements? 

Effects during construction are considered short-term when 

compared with the operational life span of the proposed 

project.  While the duration of construction activities 

associated with the project may seem long for affected 

residents, most of the construction activities will occur within 

existing WSDOT right of way, minimizing the extent of the 

construction effects on the surrounding area.  Construction is 

expected to last for approximately 4 years (2010 to 2014), and 

the project will be constructed in stages, which will lessen the 

amount of time any individual area will be disturbed. 

Typical construction activities will result in increases in noise 

and dust levels, which will detract from visual quality due to 

staging of construction equipment, and create glare from 

lighting during any required nighttime construction.  

Construction noise will be short-term and generally occur 

during the day.  The noise levels will depend on the type, 

amount, and location of activities.  WSDOT will comply with 

all local and/or county noise restrictions or apply for variances 

with the appropriate jurisdictions. 

How will project operation affect social 

elements? 

Many of the effects of project operation on the social elements 

will be positive.  The project will have the following effects on 

social elements: 

• The construction of lids over SR 520 will reconnect 

neighborhoods in Medina, Hunts Point, and Yarrow Point 

that were bisected in the 1960s with the original 

construction of SR 520.  These lids will include landscaped 
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open space areas, providing opportunities for area 

residents to interact with one another.  

• Noise walls will lower noise levels below the noise 

abatement criteria (NAC) for many residences in the study 

area.  In those locations where noise walls are not 

reasonable or feasible, noise levels will be similar to 

existing conditions. 

• The project will improve response and travel times for fire, 

emergency medical, police, and other public service 

providers in the study area. 

• The project will provide a continuous bicycle and 

pedestrian path, a new linkage in the regional 

bike/pedestrian path. 

• The transit improvements associated with the project 

(eastbound HOV, continuous HOV lanes, inside transit 

stops, and direct access ramps from SR 520 connecting to 

the South Kirkland Park-and-Ride) will improve transit 

travel times, access, and safety.  These benefits will also 

accrue to carpools and vanpools. 

• The project will not displace affordable housing or 

community services, nor will it create any physical 

impediments that make it more difficult for residents to 

access community services or affordable housing. 

• The project will not change the delivery of public services 

within the study area or create the need for additional 

public services. 

Potential effects of the project related to air quality, hazardous 

materials, land use, noise, transportation, and visual quality 

are discussed elsewhere in this EA.   

What will happen to social elements if 

WSDOT does not build this project? 

Under the No Build Alternative, there would be no 

construction-related effects on any of the social elements in the 

study area because no action would be undertaken.  The 

residents in the study area would not be adversely affected by 

noise, dust, or increased traffic congestion.  
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Under the No Build Alternative, none of the improvements 

would be constructed.  There would be no reconnection of 

areas originally bisected by the construction of SR 520 in the 

1960s; no improvements in transit and HOV travel times; no 

reduction in noise levels for many of the residences adjacent to 

the SR 520 corridor; and no improvements to pedestrian and 

bicycle facilities.  The No Build Alternative would not require 

the acquisition of any properties, minimizing any effects on 

these properties. 

 




