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October 31,2011 

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

As the Pierce County Executive and members of the Washington State Pierce County Legislative 
Delegation, we write in strong support of the Washington State Department of Transportation's 
(WSDOT) application for TIGER III discretionary grant funds for the Interstate 5-Joint Base Lewis
McChord Area Congestion Management Project. 

Over the last decade, the population in Pierce County has grown by 12.4 percent. Large-scale 
businesses have also moved into and expanded in the area including Toray Composites (America), 
lKEA, Amazon.com, REI and Carlisle Building Products. Located in Pierce County, Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord (JBLM) is one of the largest military bases in the United States. Base activity has 
increased in recent years and has added an additional 11,000 active duty personnel, along with over 
17,000 family members and nearly 2,000 new civilian positions since 2003. As a premier power 
projection platform, base activity is anticipated to grow further as JBLM acquires missions now 
located at bases being downsized, and also serves a growing population of veterans and other military 
personnel living throughout Pierce and Thurston Counties at Madigan Anny Medical Center-

This growth significantly impacts the 1-5 corridor, which is the economic lifeline for Washington 
State. Freight represents up to 15 percent of traffic in this section ofl-5 and is the backbone of 
connectivity linking the Ports of Tacoma and Seattle with Mexico, southern California and Canada. 
Delay caused by congestion in the corridor has local, national and global economic implications. It is 
estimated that a 4-day closure of 1-5 due to flooding in 2007 resulted in a loss of $47 million in 
economic output, 290 jobs and $14 million in personal income. This section ofl-5 also serves as a key 
commuter corridor linking two ofthe State's fastest growing counties, Thurston and Pierce, providing 
access to key employment centers. In addition, 1-5 plays a vital role in national security by providing 
treeway access to Army, Air Force and National Guard troops - the original justification for building 
the interstate highway system. However, this access is compromised because 1-5 is congested during 
many hours of the day in the project area. Already operating near capacity, 1-5, particularly between 
SR 510 and SR 512, now is routinely experiencing traffic volumes that exceed highway capacity. 

This project will add capacity, and will control and redistribute demand in this heavily congested 
corridor. Shoulder widening that will accommodate hard shoulder running, variable lane control, ramp 
metering, HOV applications, congestion monitoring, expanded traveler information, and local 
intersection and military gate improvements are all studied techniques and are improvements that have 
relieved congestion in other sections of the 1-5 corridor. 
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The Interstate 5-JBLM Area Congestion Management Project will make vital improvements that will 
make the region more economically competitive by improving a critical freight corridor and improving 
the safety of the traveling pUblic. We strongly support this project and urge you to approve WSDOT's 
grant application. 

Pat McCarthy 

Pierce County Executive Rep. Larry Seaquist 
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Rep. Connie Ladenburg Rep. Bruce Dammeier 

Sen. Mike Carrell Sen. Derek Kilmer 
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Rep. Tami Green 
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Rep. Steve Kirby 














