Construction wrapping up on I-90 floating bridge express lanes
 

Thanks to good weather and swift construction crews, work on the I-90 floating bridge express lanes will wrap up Saturday – and lanes will reopen to traffic a week sooner than previously scheduled. 

That means Monday morning’s commute will be closer to normal with buses and carpools again able to use the I-90 floating bridge express lanes. http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I90/HomerHadleyBridgeRepair
 

Crews have torn out old, cracked expansion joints and replaced them with two new, stronger joints. We're just waiting for the concrete to cure and final tests. Look at our construction photos. http://www.flickr.com/photos/wsdot/sets/72157616718432350/ 

 

Don't let your guard down yet. On Friday, drivers who want to avoid westbound backups from Issaquah to Seattle still need to travel well before the 7-9 a.m. peak commute. We've seen travel times between 30 and 60 minutes from Issaquah to Seattle during this project, and drivers who travel well before 7 a.m. help shorten the commute-time backups. Changing driving habits will be crucial for drivers who want to avoid even longer backups expected July 5-28 when we close all westbound lanes of I-90 floating bridge. We'll be shifting westbound traffic into just two express lanes. 

 

Drivers are encouraged to talk to their employers now to see about flexible scheduling, working from home and vacation time. We've also extended the deadline for new vanpoolers to get three months free. http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I90/HomerHadleyBridgeRepair/CommuteOptions.htm
If Bike to Work Day is on your mind, remember biking across the I-90 bridge will be a great alternative to slogging through traffic in July. We're building two temporary bicycle bridges around the construction zones to keep the I-90 path open. See more information on our Web site. http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I90/HomerHadleyBridgeRepair/Bicycle.htm
I-90 westbound mainline closed July 5-28
 

From July 5-28, crews will close the mainline lanes of westbound I-90 and move all westbound traffic into the two express lanes. Drivers can expect delays of 60 minutes or more, especially from 7-11 a.m. and 2-7 p.m.  Extra congestion also is expected on I-405 and SR 520 as drivers look for other ways across and around Lake Washington.
Your help is needed to prevent gridlock. Drivers who leave before 6 a.m. will avoid the heaviest congestion. Sharing the ride also will help minimize backups. New Metro vanpools can get three free months if they apply by June 8. And solo drivers who register to find a carpool on RideshareOnline.com will receive a $20 gift card. You can leave your car at home and ride the bus or bike to work. You can even talk to your employer about working from home or another location.
For more information on this project, visit www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/i90/HomerHadleyBridgeRepair.
