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Corridor Working Group Meeting — Meeting Summary
November 21, 2006
1:30 — 3:30
WSDOT Kent Maintenance Center
26620 68" Avenue South, Kent 98032

Attendees:

WSDOT City of Auburn Perteet

Carol Hunter Dennis Dowdy Michael Booth
Thomas Noyes Roger Thordarson Jeff Lundstrom

Elizabeth Stratton

City of Kent City of Renton Carter Burgess

Tim LaPorte Keith Woolley Russ McCarty

Port of Tacoma City of Sumner Envirolssues

Sean Eagan Bill Shoemaker Kristine Edens

King County PSRC Washington State Patrol
Paul Takamine Charlie Howard Ron Larrigan

Pierce County
Cindy Bui

Welcome and Introductions
Carol Hunter, WSDOT

Carol Hunter, WSDOT, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. She
asked the attendees to introduce themselves and the agency or organization they
were there to represent.

Approve October 17" Meeting Summary
Carol Hunter, WSDOT

Copies of the October 17" meeting summary were sent to the partners via email
before the meeting and a hard copy was provided at the meeting. Carol asked for
comments on the summary and approved the summary without additional
comment.

HOT Lanes Status Report
Russ McCarty, Carter Burgess

Russ McCarty said the due date of November 14™ has passed for the tolling
system proposals. The team is in the process of evaluating the proposals at this
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time and plans to select a contractor by December 22". The project is still on
track for an ad date in March for the civil contract and a system opening date in
April of 2008.

Carol Hunter also noted that the HOT lanes video DVD has been finalized and she
will ask Envirolssues to help distribute copies to the partners who would like one.

Meeting with Valley Mayors
Carol Hunter

On November 17", WSDOT staff attended a meeting with all of the mayors from
the Valley. The results of the Corridor Plan, including the data analysis of the
options, were presented. The group discussed the current project list included in
the South King County RTID package. The WSDOT team believes that there will
be about $410 million available for improvements on SR 167 in the RTID package.
With construction and materials costs rising, it is important that the most important
projects are funding in this package.

The benefits of adding the HOT to HOT lane ramps between SR 167 and [-405, in
lieu of other projects was also discussed. The 1-405 package may be able to
contribute to the funding for this connection. No improvements are included in the
RTID package on SR 167 between the King/Pierce county line and the SR 167
New Freeway project.

Mayor Lewis asked the mayors to get together to approach RTID to find a way to
finance projects in Pierce County on SR 167 and to explore the SR 167 to I-405
connection issue. He stated that it does not make sense to make improvements
on SR 167 if they will just rush more drivers up to bottlenecks at the north and
south ends of SR 167.

Carol Hunter said new CEVP numbers for projects on SR 167 are coming out
within the next two weeks. At that point, the jurisdictions will need to help decide
what projects can and should be funded by the RTID budget.

Dennis Dowdy passed out a recent draft of a letter from the Mayors to WSDOT
asking for cost estimates for all necessary projects on the SR 167 corridor. Itis
the hope that the jurisdictions can work together to solicit funding from RTID and
other sources to complete the projects identified.

Discussion
= Tim LaPorte asked how far the Transportation Partnership Account (TPA)
will fund the HOV extension. Jeff Lundstrom explained that the team is now
unsure if the southbound HOV extension will extend into Pierce County.
The $80 million budgeted for design, right-of-way and construction for the
project must also include the necessary ramp improvements and metering.
The team is confident that the HOV lanes can be extended to 8" or 24™.
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The team is less and less confident that the HOV lanes can be extended all
the way to SR 410.

= The group asked if the SR 167 HOV extension is on the RTID list for Pierce
County. The team said no, not at this time.

= Tim LaPorte asked if the CEVP numbers include the HOT to HOT ramp.
Carol said yes, they do.

Review RTID Projects
Carol Hunter

To date, the SR 167 projects on the King County RTID list include:
e General purpose lanes between South 180™ and 84™
e Auxiliary lanes between 516 and 277"
e Auxiliary lanes between 277" and the Auburn area
e Completion of the HOV lane in the northbound direction between 15" and
the King/Pierce county line.

The Pierce County RTID list includes improvements to SR 162, the cross-basin
project, and the SR 167 New Freeway project.

Summary of Freight Survey, Model Analysis, Future Volume
Claudia Hirschey, Heffron Transportation

Claudia Hirschey from Heffron Transportation presented the results of the freight
analysis for the SR 167 corridor. The analysis included an examination of existing
truck travel characteristics, the truckers survey, and a forecast of future truck traffic
along SR 167.

Claudia reviewed the types of trucks found along SR 167 and the traffic volumes
by hour of the day. The team found that 44% of all trucks travel between 9:00
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. and the current peak hour for trucks occurs at 10:00 a.m.
Trucks comprise 10% of the total traffic volume each day and 12% of all crashes
involve trucks on SR 167. Collision data does not indicate whether or not the
collision is the trucks fault. Rear-end and side-swipe collisions were the most
common, which are both often due to congestion. She noted that as general traffic
congestion spreads throughout the day, the window of opportunity gets smaller for
trucks to make a reliable trip.

On the truckers survey, over 400 surveys were sent out. There was a 12%
response rate with 53 surveys returned. The team believes that they received
feedback from a wide cross-section of the trucking companies in the valley. In the
survey, when asked to estimate the number of trips the company generated each
day, the survey respondents accounted for 4,200 estimated trips out of the 12,000
actual counted trips on the SR 167 corridor each day. Companies also indicated
that they would be willing to pay a toll if it helped reduce congestion on SR 167.
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Truck traffic generated by the Port of Seattle and the Port of Tacoma on SR 167
are also expected to increase. There will be a net increase of 1.2 million freight
trips in Seattle and 4.2 million in Tacoma by 2030. In Seattle, 60-70% of these
trips are on rail and in Tacoma 56-69% of the trips are on rail. However, the
remaining trips will all be absorbed by the highways. It was also found that daily
truck trips from the Port of Seattle will generally use I-5 and SR 18 to connect to
the Valley. However, truck trips from the Port of Tacoma will heavily use the entire
length of SR 167 to reach the distribution centers.

In order to estimate future truck trips on the corridor, the team used historic
growth, the PSRC truck model, employment growth and port truck trip growth
numbers. The historical growth rate came from the truck counter located on SR
167 at 212" street. The team found that there will be more room for the freight
industry, and employment, to grow in the south-central valley and in Pierce County
within the SR 167 study area.

Claudia also discussed the idea of managing a truck-only lane on SR 167. She is
also currently involved in the Vancouver, Washington area, where discussions are
being held regarding a truck-only lane on the new I-5 bridge over the Columbia
River between Vancouver and Portland. Currently, FHWA provides the threshold
for warranting a truck-only lane which is when trucks meet or exceed 30% of the
normal traffic mix, peak hour truck volumes exceed 1800 vehicles per lane per
hour, and/or off-peak volumes exceed 1200 vehicles per lane per hour. This is
currently not the situation on SR 167 and therefore a truck-only lane would not be
warranted for the corridor. On SR 167, existing truck volumes are 10% of the
normal traffic mix, and truck trips during the peak hours range between 540 and
645 trips per lane per hour. By 2030, truck trips are expected to increase to the
800 trips per lane per hour.

Discussion

= A study was just initiated at the University of Washington to complete the
truck distribution story. Staff and students will be looking into what happens
to freight cargo after it goes from the Ports and into the distribution centers.

= For politicians, it is important to show a dollar figure and how the freight
trips contribute to the economy, in order to use this freight information to
solicit funding for improvement projects.

= Sean Egan said the Port of Tacoma does do an economic impact study of
their freight trips. He would be happy to provide numbers on jobs and tax
revenues for the county and state.

= The group asked Claudia to provide the truck survey questions and results
to the group.

= The group asked Claudia to provide a brief summary of what she knows
about warrants or thresholds required to support a truck-only lane on SR
167 and what the current truck volumes are so the partners can explain this
to their elected officials.
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Postponed Agenda Items

Discussion on the surface water/wetland mitigation estimates, and measures of
effectiveness update will be postponed to a later meeting. A discussion of the 73-
foot and 75-foot cross section concepts for widening SR 167 from 8 to 10 lanes
will also be discussed at a future meeting.

Adjourn

Next Meeting: 12/19/06
WSDOT Kent Maintenance Center
26620 68™M Avenue South, Kent 98032
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