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accommodate increased traffic volumes, and maintain mobility along this portion of US Highway 12 for the long term.
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NEPA Fact Sheet

Project Title
US Highway 12: Wallula to Frenchtown Vicinity

Description of the Proposed Action
The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) proposes to construct a new four-lane access controlled highway from 
Wallula vicinity to Frenchtown vicinity. The purpose of this project is to improve motorist safety, accommodate increased traffic volumes, 
maintain mobility, and continue improvements along this portion of US Highway 12 (US 12) corridor from the Snake River to Walla Walla. In 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), this Environmental Assessment (EA) describes the existing environmental 
conditions within this corridor and evaluates what environmental effects would occur as compared to not constructing the project.  

Proponent and Lead Agency
WSDOT is the project proponent. The lead agencies are WSDOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

Proposed Implementation Date
WSDOT anticipates three or more separate construction projects. The first project would be completed and operational by the end of 2012. The 
other two projects will each take 3 to 4 years to complete once they are funded.

Anticipated Permits and Approvals
WSDOT intends to comply fully with permit requirements, including submittal of required project information and plans, project evaluation 
and review, and appropriate mitigation conditions through the life cycle of the US Highway 12: Wallula to Frenchtown Vicinity project. 
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Each construction project will require a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit from the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology). Other 
permits that may be required prior to constructing the projects include:

•	  Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) from the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW)

•	  Local county or city permits such as Critical Areas Ordinance and Shorelines under 
the Growth Management Act (GMA), and the Shoreline Management Act (SMA)

•	  Clean Water Act Section 404 Nationwide Permit from the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE)

•	 Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification

•	 Water Quality Implementing agreement between WSDOT and Ecology, or as 
amended

Approvals that may be required for the project include:

•	 National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106 (36 CFR 800) Concurrence of No 
Historic Properties Affected

•	 Endangered Species Act Section 7 concurrence

Date of Issue
February 17, 2010

Final Action
After final publication of this EA, the FHWA is expected to issue a decision document in 
early 2010. Construction of the first Phase 7 project is expected to begin in 2011. 
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EA Availability, Technical Information, and Comment Period
Copies of this EA can be viewed at the Walla Walla Public Library 
238 E. Alder Street, Walla Walla, WA 99362 
509-527-4550

Additional copies of this EA can be obtained by contacting: 
Jason Smith 
Environmental Manager 
Washington State Department of Transportation 
P O Box 12560 
Yakima, WA 98909-2560 
509-577-1750 
smithjw@wsdot.wa.gov

Environmental discipline reports used as the basis for analysis in support of Chapter 
Three are provided on a CD at the back of this document.

Comments on this EA are requested by March 19, 2010, and should be sent to Jason 
Smith (contact information above). 

A Note on Format
 This document was created using Adobe InDesign software. It captures the guidelines 
set forth in the WSDOT’s Reader-Friendly Document Toolkit (on the web at http://
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Environment/ReaderFriendly.htm). Because the project under 
consideration has an east-west orientation, a landscape layout better accommodates the 
graphics that describe the project. 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations

APE	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Area	of	Potential	Effect
ASTM	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	American	Society	for	Testing	and	Materials
BFCG 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Benton-Franklin	Council	of	Government
BMP 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Best	Management	Practice
CREP	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Conservation	Reserve	Enhancement	Program
CRP	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Conservation	Reserve	Program
CTUIR�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Confederated	Tribes	of	the	Umatilla	Indian	Reservation
dBA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	A-weighted	Decibels
DNR 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Department	of	Natural	Resources
EA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Environmental	Assessment
Ecology	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Washington	State	Department	of	Ecology
EIS�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Environmental	Impact	Statement
EPA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Environmental	Protection	Agency
EPM 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Environmental	Procedures	Manual
ESA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Endangered	Species	Act
FEMA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Federal	Emergency	Management	Agency
FHWA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Federal	Highway	Administration
FONSI	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Finding	of	No	Significant	Impact
FOSI	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Finding	of	Significant	Impact
GIS 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Geographic	Information	System
GMA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Growth	Management	Act
HMU	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Habitat	Management	Unit
HPA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Hydraulic	Project	Approval
HRA 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Historical	Research	Associates,	Inc�
HRM	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Highway	Runoff	Manual
IPT	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	 Interagency	Project	Team
IVM	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	 Integrated	Vegetation	Management
LOS	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Level	of	Service
MP	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Milepost
mph	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Miles	Per	Hour

NEPA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	National	Environmental	Policy	Act
NOAA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	National	Oceanic	and	Atmospheric	Administration
NPDES	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	National	Pollution	Discharge	Elimination	System
NRCS 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Natural	Resource	Conservation	Service
PM	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Particulate	Matter
REC	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Recognized	Environmental	Condition
RMP 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Roadside	Master	Plan
RTP	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Regional	Transportation	Plan
SEPA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	State	Environmental	Policy	Act
SHPO 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	State	Historic	Preservation	Officer
SMA	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Shoreline	Management	Act
SR	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	State	Route
SWPPP	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Stormwater	Pollution	Prevention	Plan
TESC	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Temporary	Erosion	and	Sediment	Control
TIP	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Transportation	Improvement	Program
TNM	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Traffic	Noise	Model
US	12 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	US	Highway	12
US	730 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	US	Highway	730
US	97 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	US	Highway	97
USACE	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	United	States	Army	Corps	of	Engineers
USFWS	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	United	States	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service
USGS 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	U�S�	Geological	Survey
WAC	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Washington	Administrative	Code
WDFW	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Washington	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife
WPZ 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Well	Protection	Zone
WSDOT 	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Washington	State	Department	of	Transportation
WVC	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Wildlife/Vehicle	Collisions
WWCCD	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	Walla	Walla	County	Conservation	District
Yakama	Nation	�	�	�	Confederated	Tribes	and	Bands	of	the	Yakama	Nation
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List of Exhibits
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