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Meeting with Port Townsend, Coupeville Mayors and Secretary Hammond 
I began the week in Port Townsend with Secretary Hammond for a meeting with Mayors Nancy 
Conard and Michelle Sandoval of Coupeville and Port Townsend respectively to discuss the need 
for replacement vessels for the Port Townsend/Keystone route.  

We discussed with them our plan to proceed on a dual path to re-bid the 50-car Steilacoom II-
style vessel, while conducting a national and international search for vessels to lease for the Port 
Townsend/Keystone route. We are also continuing discussions with Pierce County about the 
ongoing use of their vessels. Additionally, we are looking into other vessel options to provide 
service on the route such as leasing a commercial landing craft, perhaps with supplemental 
passenger-only service. 

Dakota Creek Shipbuilding and Repair facility tour 
On Tuesday, April 15, I met with owners and managers of Dakota Creek Shipbuilding and Repair 
and toured their facility in Anacortes. We had productive discussions about our vessels’ repair 
and maintenance, and new construction work. We also discussed ways the Ferries Division can 
improve our work with our shipyard partners.  

Port Townsend/Keystone Reservation System 
We are gearing up for a Memorial Day weekend launch of a pilot reservations-program for the 
Port Townsend/Keystone route that will ease congestion that is expected as a result of reduced 
ferry capacity this summer. This program will allow our customers to reserve space on the 
Steilacoom II up to 30 days in advance. This will enable us to make the best use of the vessel’s 
capacity and reduce wait times at the terminals for those with reservations.   

Senior Managers Meeting 
I spent two days in Olympia with WSDOT Senior Managers discussing strategic planning and 
budget. We reviewed a ten-year strategic plan for the department that is broken down into two-
year, six-year and ten-year strategic objectives. We also discussed the forthcoming 2009-2011 
budget as it relates specifically to our strategic objectives. 

My calendar next week: 

• KUOW, live in studio, Thursday, April 24, 9 a.m.-10 a.m.  

• WSF Annual Staff Chief Engineers’ Meeting, Friday, April 25 

 


