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What are general-purpose 
lanes?  
Roadway lanes available for 
use by all traffic. 
What are high-occupancy 
vehicle (HOV) lanes? 
Roadway lanes available for 
buses, motorcycles, vanpools 
and carpools with more than 
one occupant.  Currently, two 
or more (2+) occupants are 
required to use the I-405 HOV 
lanes. 

SUMMARY 

Study Approach  
The study area for the I-405, Tukwila to Renton Improvement 
Project (I-5 to SR 169 – Phase 2), referred to as the Tukwila to 
Renton Project, was identified as the sections of I-405 between 
I-5 in Tukwila to SR 169 in Renton, and SR 167 between I-405 
and SW 43rd Street in south Renton.  The study area also 
includes any adjacent intersections and local streets that may 
be affected by the improvements to I-405 and SR 167.  

In addition to the study area, we also analyzed the entire 
length of the I-405 corridor and adjacent sections of I-5, SR 167, 
I-90, SR 520, and SR 522.  We analyzed this larger area to 
capture effects outside Tukwila and Renton that may change 
operations in the study area.   

Existing Conditions  
In the study area, I-405 and SR 167 have two general-purpose 
lanes and one HOV lane.  The general-purpose lanes on I-405 
and SR 167 currently experience congestion and reduced 
speeds for several hours during the morning and afternoon 
commutes.  The I-405/SR 167 interchange is considered one of 
the most congested and inefficient areas in the region.     

Baseline Conditions  
The baseline conditions represent future conditions in 2014 
after the previously approved and funded Renton Nickel 
Improvement Project is constructed in the study area, but 
without the Tukwila to Renton Project being constructed.  The 
Renton Nickel Improvement Project will add one lane in each 
direction of I-405 between I-5 in Tukwila and SR 169, one new 
lane to southbound SR 167 from I-405 to SW 41st Street, and 
extend the southbound SR 167 HOV lane north to I-405.     

Project Effects  
The Tukwila to Renton Project will add capacity, increase 
travel speed, and improve operations on I-405, SR 167, and at 
the I-405/SR 167 interchange.  This project will also improve 
the surface streets operations at the I-405 interchanges with 
SR 181, SR 167, and SR 169, allowing more vehicles to access 
I-405.  HOV operations will also be improved with the direct-
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connector ramps from the northbound SR 167 HOV lane to the 
northbound I-405 HOV lane, and the southbound I-405 HOV 
lane to the southbound SR 167 HOV lane. 

The project will improve safety by reducing congestion, and in 
turn, congestion related accidents.  The project will also 
improve the roadway configuration in locations where high 
numbers of crashes are occurring.  

Measures to Avoid or Minimize Effects  
Project construction will be planned to minimize disruptions 
to the freeway whenever possible.  Lane closures will occur in 
off-peak hours and will be coordinated with local agencies.   

Unavoidable Adverse Effects 
We do not foresee the project causing any substantial 
unavoidable adverse effects to traffic and transportation. 


