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HYBRIDS 
   
 As of early October, 2014, Toyota has sold seven million hybrids since they 
offered their first hybrid back in 1997, Design & Trend (Khoury, October 16, 2014) 
reports. But what is really significant about this event, is that it only took nine months to 
sell the last million. The six million mark was met in January 2014. While naysayers 
keep telling us that the hybrids are a passing fancy. In the very first Hybrid Report in 
2005 we ran an article that said the Hybrid craze would only last until 2015. Toyota plans 
to offer 15 new hybrid models between now and the end of 2015.  
 
 A rambling, but interesting article in Oilprice.com (Cunningham, October 26, 
2014), discusses sales of “electric drive” vehicles, which includes hybrids, plug-in 
hybrids, and battery electric vehicles. The article starts by saying that sales of these 
vehicles for the period from January to September are over 30% above the same period 
for 2013. The electric drive market is now 3.59% of the total car market. Oilprice says 
that much of the growth of these vehicles is due to lower costs for the vehicles, as makers 
cut prices to stimulate sales. The article continues that the recent drop in gas prices will 
not help sales, and if the drop is long-lasting, sales could have difficulty in rebounding. 
(Note, the editor is going to editorialize a little here) Many analysts, when predicting that 
hybrids are over and electric cars are dead at the start, make these pronouncements based 
only what on is happening in the U. S. market. But the U. S. isn’t everywhere. In 
Norway, for instance, electric vehicles made up 11.2% of the market in September. 
Oilprice says that the difference is that Norway puts heavy taxes on gasoline raising the 
price of gas to $9.79 per gallon.   
 
 General Motors is shifting production for the electric motor in the Volt hybrid 
from Mexico to Warren, Michigan, The Detroit Free Press (Gardner, October 28, 2014) 

mailto:smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov
http://www.designntrend.com/articles/21903/20141016/toyota-sold-7-million-hybrid-vehicles-worldwide.htm
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Despite-Strong-Gains-Electric-Vehicles-Still-Far-From-Mainstream.html
http://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/general-motors/2014/10/28/gm-invests-million-warren/18039809/
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pressed. GM is putting $240 million in upgrades to the plant that should be ready for the 
second generation Volt planned for 2017. Even though Volt sales are off due to lower gas 
prices, GM CEO Mary Barra says that the Volt is an important part of GM’s strategy to 
comply with federal fuel efficiency standards.  
  
ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
 
  Scientists and engineers at Japan’s Toyohashi University of Technology 
(September 2014) have developed a unique wireless charging system that would enable 
electric cars to charge while the vehicle is in use. Previous wireless charging attempts use 
magnetic systems or inductive chargers similar to electric toothbrush chargers. This new 
charger uses cars’ steel-belted tires and electrodes implanted in the road to create 
electricity. The scientists have demonstrated the technology using a 1/32 scale electric 
vehicle. This technology would decrease the amount of batteries required for an electric 
car, reducing costs and charging time while increasing range.  
 
 When you catch a taxi at Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport, you will ride electric, 
the Netherlands Times (Van Jaarsveldt, October 16, 2014) tells. Two taxi organizations, 
BIOS-groep and BBF SchipholTaxi will operate 168 electric taxis between the airport 
and Amsterdam.  
 
 Ford announced a second significant price cut to its fully-electric Focus, Daily 
Tech (Hill, October 18, 2014) teaches. When the car was introduced in 2011, it sold for 
$39,995, but Ford dropped the price to $35,995. Ford will drop the price for the 2015 
Focus Electric to $29,995. In order to get the 2014 models off dealers’ lots, those vehicles 
are also available for $29,995. The new price brings the price of the Focus close to the 
Nissan Leaf. 
 
 Tesla lost a round when Michigan’s Governor Rick Snyder signed House Bill 
5606 which keeps Tesla from selling their cars from company-owned stores, The Detroit 
Free Press (Gardner, October 22, 2014) said. Tesla is banned from direct sales in several 
states, but still operates showrooms where prospective customers can see cars and then 
order online. The Michigan law even forbids that activity.  
 
 In a press release sent directly to The Hybrid Report, 
Orange EV (Mathisen, October 22, 2014) of Riverside, 
MO, near Kansas City,  announced the successful 
completion of a test of the T-Series terminal truck1. The 
yard dog was able to work the same shifts and handle the 
same loads as conventional yard dogs, while using 90% less 
fuel and eliminating emissions. The truck was designed to 
move loads rated at 81,000 lbs. but pulled up to 96,000. It 
                                         
1 Also known as a hostler or yard dog. 

Orange EV's T-Series Yard Dog. Photo 
courtesy Orange EV 

http://www.tut.ac.jp/english/newsletter/archive/no9/research_highlights/research01.html
http://www.nltimes.nl/2014/10/16/schiphol-taxis-now-electric-cars/
http://www.dailytech.com/Report+2015+Ford+Focus+Electric+MSRP+Slashed+by+6000+Will+Retail+for+29995/article36739.htm
http://www.dailytech.com/Report+2015+Ford+Focus+Electric+MSRP+Slashed+by+6000+Will+Retail+for+29995/article36739.htm
http://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/general-motors/2014/10/17/michigan-verge-banning-tesla-stores/17386251/
http://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/general-motors/2014/10/17/michigan-verge-banning-tesla-stores/17386251/
http://orangeev.com/on-a-roll-successful-electric-truck-demonstrations-in-ltl-freight-distribution-intermodal-manufacturing/
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was able to go 24 hours on a charge and up to 16 hours hauling heavy loads.  The electric 
truck also reduced maintenance. Drivers also liked the truck. Mr. Mike Saxton, Orange 
EV’s Chief Commercial Officer, provided us with this information.   
 
ALTERNATIVE FUELS  
  
  Fuel prices are declining. It happens every year at this time; however, analysts 
are predicting this decline is part of a longer trend. Because of that, one trucking fleet 
consultant says that fleets “should think long and hard about whether trucks should be 
converting to” liquefied natural gas (LNG) (Jon T. Gabrielsen quoted in Cullen, Fleet 
Owner, October 16, 2014). Fleet managers have been converting to LNG because of high 
oil prices, but recent drops in oil prices, particularly diesel, are eroding the price benefit 
of alternative fuels. Globally increased supply driven by the fracking boom in the United 
States is behind the reduced trend in fuel prices. Jon T. Gabrielsen suggests that if crude 
oil prices are at $100 per barrel and diesel stays at $3.90 per gallon, then LNG conversion 
should be achievable in three years. When prices drop below that, LNG conversion is not 
profitable. But, things can change. Mr. Gabrielsen suggest that fleet managers may 
consider adopting LNG for part of their fleets, getting to learn about the technology and 
positioning the fleet to transition if (when) oil prices climb again.  
 
 Mr. Gabrielsen’s advice came too late for Canadian American Transport of 
Quebec, which just leased 100 compressed natural gas (CNG) tractors from Ryder, 
Transport Topics (Malloy, October 24, 2014) transmits. CAT has 325 trucks in its fleet 
that operates from Montreal to Texas. The CNG trucks are expected to reduce the fleet’s 
carbon emissions by 2,500 metric tons.  
 
 Rail service is wreaking havoc in the ethanol industry in South Dakota, Prairie 
Business Magazine (Pates, October 28, 2014) says. The Glacial Lakes Energy Company 
that has ethanol plants in Watertown and Mina, SD, are having trouble with BNSF rail 
service. Part of the problem is due to bottle necks in BNSF’s rail network in the Midwest 
causing train delays and lack of rail cars. Another issue is Bakken crude coming from 
North Dakota. Oil shipments from North Dakota are making a run on rail cars. Glacial 
Lakes is shifting more shipments to truck, but the company worries it may have to shut 
down if it can’t get enough rail cars.  
 
COMING TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU: The latest news on new charging stations 
which may or may not be somewhere close to you. 
   
 United States: Georgia Power plans to put $12 million into charging 
infrastructure in Georgia2 beginning in 2015, the Atlanta Business Chronicle, (Karkaria, 
October 24, 2014) chronicled. Over the two years beginning in 2015, Georgia Power 

                                         
2 The Editor’s former home state, 1961-1972. 

http://fleetowner.com/running-green/rethinking-lng-price-diesel-plummets?NL=FO-01&Issue=FO-01_20141016_FO-01_632&YM_RID=smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov&YM_MID=1491267&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_1
http://fleetowner.com/running-green/rethinking-lng-price-diesel-plummets?NL=FO-01&Issue=FO-01_20141016_FO-01_632&YM_RID=smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov&YM_MID=1491267&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_1
http://www.ttnews.com/articles/basetemplate.aspx?storyid=36407&utm_source=technology&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter
http://www.prairiebizmag.com/event/article/id/21431/
http://www.prairiebizmag.com/event/article/id/21431/
http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/blog/atlantech/2014/10/georgia-power-to-invest-12m-in-driving-electric.html
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plans to install 50 charging stations available to the public and will provide $250 towards 
residential chargers. Commercial customers can get up to $500 for charger installations.  
  
 Around the World: “If you ever go across the sea to Ireland, then maybe at the 
closing of your day, you”3 can charge your electric vehicle at one of 1,200 public 
charging stations, Ireland’s Independent (O’Donoghue, October 19, 2014) says. That’s 
almost two chargers for every electric vehicle in Ireland. The Independent says Ireland 
has spent €12 million ($16.3m) in charger infrastructure. By the way, as you “watch the 
sun go down on Galway Bay,”4 you can charge your car at one of seven chargers.  
 
 Transport Scotland is funding two new chargers in Dundee, the United 
Kingdom’s Courier (Liddle, October 22, 2014) carries. The £22,000 ($37,684.14) pays 
for chargers at Whitfield Life Services Centre and West Housing Office.  
 
 Also in Scotland, the Outer Hebrides will get ten new chargers by March 2015, 
the Stornoway Gazette (October 24, 2014) maps. Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, which, 
apparently, is the local governing council for the islands, is funding the chargers with 
help from Transport Scotland.  
 
OTHER TECHNOLOGY 
  
  Nothing to see here. 
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subscribe or contact the editor at smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov who can add you to the subscription list. 
 
The fine print: The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report (ISSN: 1946-1011) is not responsible for hyperlinks that do not 
work or are inactive. All links worked when created, however, many news outlets archive or move reports soon after publication, so 
it’s not our problem that you can’t get to the cited article. So don’t call to complain. It will be much like teaching a pig to sing: it will 
waste your time and irritate the pig. The appearance of articles, products, opinions, humor (such as it is), and links in this summary 
does not constitute an endorsement of the same by the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), my wife, or my cat 
(especially not my cat, who has no sense of humor. She’s a cat). Except as otherwise noted, WSDOT holds the copyright to The 
Hybrid Report. Photos and other artwork in The Report are included with express permission of the copyright holders of those works 
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3 Arthur Colahan, M. D., Galway Bay,” 1947, Box & Cox Publications LTD, 1957. 
4 Ibid. 

http://www.independent.ie/business/irish/state-spends-12m-on-electric-car-charging-system-30674460.html
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/news/local/dundee/council-spending-22-000-on-more-electric-car-charging-stations-in-dundee-1.638654
http://www.stornowaygazette.co.uk/news/local-headlines/council-plans-charge-posts-for-electric-cars-1-3583228
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Finance/Hybrid.htm
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/subscribe.html?code=WADOT_244
mailto:smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20notification%20list
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