
 

 
 

 
March 30, 2015  
 
Ms. Gail Terzi 
US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District 
Regulatory Branch CENWS OD RG 
PO Box 3755 
Seattle, WA 98124-3755 
 
RE:   SR 532 North Leque Island Slope Protection (Leque Island)  

Mitigation Site 
USACE NWS-2010-968 

 
Dear Ms.Terzi: 
 
The Washington State Department of Transportation completed qualitative monitoring of SR 
532 Leque Island mitigation site on August 13, 2014, to address Year-5 (2015) performance 
standards.  Monitoring activities included vegetation observations and photo documentation.  
This Year-4 report is being issued for compliance with the reporting requirements of the 
USACE NWP 13 number NWS-2010-968. 
 

General Site Information 
USACE NWP 13 Number NWS-2010-968 

Mitigation Location West of General Mark Clark Bridge adjacent to the 
Stillaguamish River West Pass 

LLID Number 1223887482399 

Construction Date 2010 

Monitoring Period 2011-2015 

Year of Monitoring 4 of 5 

Type of Project Impact Wetland Stream 

Area of Project Impact 0.38 acre 0.20 acre 

Type of Mitigation1 Wetland Re-
establishment Stream Restoration 

Area of Mitigation2 0.40 acre 0.22 acre 

                                                 
1 Removal of the levee segments will occur when it can be demonstrated to the Corps that this activity would not 
result in an adverse effect on the Camano Island sole source aquifer. 
2 Area of mitigation sourced from (WSDOT 2010) and impacts sourced from (USACE 2010) 
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Performance Criteria (Year-5) 2014 Results Management 

Activities 

Performance Standards   

Native colonizing salt marsh species will achieve 
at least 45 percent cover in the estuarine emergent 
wetland community. 

Herbaceous cover is estimated 
at 85%  

Wildlife observations Wildlife use documented  

 Washington State-listed or Snohomish County-
listed Class A weeds designated for control by the 
County Weed Board shall be eradicated.  
 
Washington State-listed and Snohomish County 
Class B, Class B Undesignated, and Class C and 
noxious weeds will not collectively exceed 20 
percent cover, in the levee removal areas.  

No Class A weeds were 
observed on site 
 
 
No Class B or C weeds were 
observed on site 

Weed control 
activity was 
conducted on two 
dates in July and 
August 2014 

 
 
 
Site development: 
 
This is the third year in a row that the site has met the final-year performance standards, 
beginning in Year-2.  The removed access road has been colonized by native species from the 
adjacent estuarine emergent wetland.  Wildlife usage has been documented on each monitoring 
visit.  The site is nearly indistinguishable from the surrounding wetlands. 
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Results for Performance Standard 1 
(Native colonizing salt marsh species will 
achieve at least 45 percent cover in the estuarine 
emergent wetland community.): 
 
Native colonizing salt marsh species cover is 
estimated at 85 percent in the estuarine emergent 
wetland community. Species present include 
seaside arrow-grass (Triglochin maritima), 
inland saltgrass (Distichlis spicata), common 
brassbuttons (Cotula coronopifolia), and 
seacoast bulrush (Schoenoplectus maritimus) 
(Photo 1). 
 
Results for Performance Standard 2 
(Document wildlife usage): 
 
During the monitoring in visit 2014 a pair of 
Mallards and a killdeer were observed foraging.  
In the past species observed include bald eagle, 
barn swallow, sparrow species, and wren 
species.  Aquatic invertebrates were also 
observed.  Baird’s sandpiper, Wilson’s snipe, 
egret, lesser yellowlegs, and a barred owl were 
observed using the site in 2012. 
 
Results for Performance Standard 3 
(Class A listed species shall not be present and 
Class B and C species shall not have more than 
20 percent cover): 
 
No State listed Class A, B, or C weeds were 
observed on site at the time of monitoring in 
2014.  Smooth cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora), 
a Class A noxious weed was observed 
immediately adjacent to the mitigation site and 
will be monitored to ensure it does not intrude. 

 
Photo 1 – Estuarine emergent wetland 
community  
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We welcome your questions or comments.  Please contact me at 360/570-6640 or by e-mail at 
busht@wsdot.wa.gov for questions about these mitigation sites. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tony Bush 
Wetlands Program  
 
  

mailto:busht@wsdot.wa.gov
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