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Traffic Congestion Deteriorating Pavement Sharp Curves Avalanche Closures Unstable Slopes

Protecting the PublicImproving the Highway

Habitat Connectivity

Each year 35 million tons of freight and 10 
million vehicles travel over Snoqualmie 
Pass. Traffic volumes continue to increase, 
and have climbed to 58,000 vehicles per 
day during peak travel times.

The pavement on I-90 is between 30 and 
50 years old, and has exceeded its ifespan. 
Due to extreme weather conditions and 
heavy usage, the asphalt pavement is 
rapidly deteriorating.

There are numerous sharp curves which limit 
sight distance throughout the  corridor. The 
Hyak to Easton section of I-90 has an 
accident rate double that of other rural 
sections.

I-90 is closed an average of 80 hours
per year due to avalanches. It is 
conservatively estimated that avalanche 
closures cost businesses and private 
travelers $17.5 million annually. 

Falling rocks from unstable slopes ranging in 
size from small stones to complete slope 
failures have caused serious accidents and 
closed traffic lanes.

I-90 acts as a barrier dividing wildlife 
habitats. In an effort to meet environmental 
objectives, WSDOT will connect habitats on 
either side of the highway providing safe 
passage for both vehicles and wildlife.

I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project Hyak to Easton
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