
 SR 167 Corridor Plan, HOT Lanes Pilot Project and S 277th to 8th St. E Managed 
Lanes 

Corridor Working Group Meeting – Meeting Summary 
May 15, 2007  

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 
WSDOT Kent Maintenance Center 

26620 68th Avenue S, Kent 
  
 
Attendees: 
WSDOT City of Renton EnviroIssues 
Ed Barry Keith Woolley Amy Turner 
Carol Hunter   
 City of Sumner Perteet 
City of Auburn Bill Shoemaker Michael Booth 
Dennis Dowdy  Jeff Lundstrom 
Roger Thordarson King County  
 Paul Takamine Westby Consulting 
City of Kent  Karl Westby  
Cathy Mooney Pierce County Brad Stein 
Steve Mullen Cindy Bui  
   
 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions - Carol Hunter, WSDOT 
Carol Hunter, WSDOT, welcomed the group and thanked them for coming. Attendees 
introduced themselves and the agency or organization they represent.  
 
II. Approve February and April 2007 Meeting Summaries – Carol Hunter, WSDOT 
Copies of the revised February 2007 and April 2007 meeting summaries were e-mailed to the 
partners before the meeting and a hard copy was provided at the meeting.  The minutes were 
approved without comment. 
 
III. Overview of SR 167 Benefits Analysis – Carol Hunter, WSDOT and Karl Westby and 
Brad Stein, Westby Consulting 
Carol Hunter provided attendees with a map showing potential packages for the Regional 
Transportation Investment District (RTID) ballot in November. King County Councilmember Julia 
Patterson has indicated that an additional $50 million could be allocated for SR 167 
improvements. 
 
Karl Westby and Brad Stein have been modeling various packages on SR 167 to determine the 
project package that provides the greatest benefit to drivers (calculated in delay in 
vehicle/person hours). The modeling demonstrates that some project packages only provided 
local benefits whereas others provided more benefits corridor-wide. For instance, adding 
auxiliary lanes may help a certain segment of the corridor, but does not provide much benefit to 
those drivers using adjacent segments. One of the projects that provides corridor-wide benefits 
is the direct connection between SR 167 and I-405. 
 
To maximize the limited RTID investment, the recommended package of projects begins at the 
I-405 interchange and builds a lane in the southbound direction to ease congestion during the 
afternoon peak period. 
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Brad Stein also explained that modeling is underway for other corridors and other benefits may 
be realized once the entire system is examined. That effort will happen as they begin examining 
construction sequencing for the region. 
 
Carol explained that the RTID package will be finalized toward the end of May and encouraged 
people to contact Councilmember Patterson if they had questions or concerns about the 
proposed package. 
 
 
Discussion 

• Cathy Mooney, City of Kent, asked if the modeling considered the staging and timing of 
the projects.  Carol responded that there is a team of people who are assessing the 
staging of projects, but there isn’t a final plan yet. 

• Paul Takamine, King County, confirmed the projects that are currently funded – 
HOV/HOT lanes from the King County line to I-405 with a southbound general purpose 
lane between SE 180th and S 277th. He also asked if the modeling assumed the 
additional general purpose lanes on I-405. Karl responded that the I-405 investment with 
two additional lanes between I-90 and SR 169 was assumed, as well as one additional 
lane between I-90 and downtown Bellevue.  

• Cathy Mooney asked if a freight benefit analysis was conducted. Carol responded that 
there haven’t been any economic benefit studies, but truck benefits were studied in 
terms of delay reduction. She explained that there may be an opportunity for a separate 
conversation about economic benefits. 

• Paul Takamine asked if the costs are in year of expenditure or today’s dollars. Carol said 
costs are in today’s dollars but there is a formula that accounts for inflation. 

• Paul Takamine asked what interchanges would be affected with this RTID package. Jeff 
Lundstrom explained that an additional lane could fit underneath any existing 
interchange. 

 
S 277th to 8th Street E 

• Ed Barry explained that the project team is working through a lot of environmental and 
traffic issues. One of the biggest challenges is fish passage culverts. The $81 million 
allocated to the project is not enough to get to 8th Street E, but WSDOT has committed 
to this project and will work on requesting additional funding.  

• Carol explained that WSDOT has made a commitment to replace culverts which could 
cost up to $2 million per culvert.  

• A Cost Estimate Validation Process will be conducted this summer to determine what 
the funding shortfall is for the project. 

• Ed Barry explained that the project limit line could be moved to demonstrate that the 
HOV lane really ends at 37th but traffic control and drainage work will be completed north 
of there. Jeff Lundstrom will change the project limit line on the map graphic that will be 
distributed to the group. 

 
IV. Adjustment to Recommendation 
Carol explained that the Corridor Plan recommendations will call for an additional lane in each 
direction, but this lane could be an HOV or HOT lane which provides more options in the future. 
This is a shift from the previous recommendation of having one HOT lane in each direction. 
 
There are significant costs and issues that will have to be addressed on this corridor including 
wetland and stormwater mitigation and potential liquefaction issues. At this point, WSDOT will 
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recommend one lane in each direction because two lanes in each direction is not a financially 
realistic option. 
 
Carol is in the process of revising the first draft of the final report. When the draft is finalized, 
she will send it to the CWG partners for comments, likely in early June. 
 
Discussion: 

• Cathy Mooney, City of Kent, asked where money would come from in order to increase 
transit or TDM offerings. She would like to see more transit on the corridor including 
more park and ride facilities and transit that gets people from neighborhoods to a 
regional transit system. Carol explained that WSDOT and King County share some of 
that responsibility. Paul Takamine explained that the corridor plan development is the 
first step and a potential next step is to work with the various agencies and use this plan 
to start discussions. Carol explained that corridor plans are often used with the 
Legislature to talk about problems as well as solutions and to help find a funding 
mechanism for implementation.  

• Paul Takamine asked if tolling revenue from the HOT lanes would pay for transit. Carol 
explained that the pilot project doesn’t expect to make money for a while and first has to 
pay back borrowed money. If there is extra funding, it could potentially go to transit. The 
Legislature also gave WSDOT permission to put HOT lanes on I-405 and use the 
revenue to pay for the facility. 

• Paul Takamine suggested that Carol talk with the South King County Area 
Transportation Board and bring up the need for transit.  

 
Carol Hunter thanked the group for their participation in the Corridor Working Group and 
announced that there will not be any further meetings.  
 
Ed Barry reiterated that there will be a smaller working group forming to specifically discuss the 
277th to 8th project.  
 
Adjourn 
 
Next Meeting:  
No additional meetings 
 
 
Action items 

• Jeff Lundstrom will update the 277th to 8th project limits line on the map graphic of 
potential RTID investments. 

• Carol Hunter will send the updated PDF to the group. 
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