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SR 276 Right of Way and Access Control 
 

  SR 276 right of way and access control was purchased in the 1970’s after the 

Advanced Planning Reports identified a preferred alternate bypass to the north of the City of 

Pullman.  Right of way limits were determined based on proposed alignments and profiles 

meeting design requirements at the time.   The right of way plans and alignments are 

included in Appendix B of this report.    Currently the existing right of way corridor is vacant 

with no highway construction funded in the current Highway Systems Plan.   A portion of the 

corridor is being leased for agricultural use by abutting land owners.   

 Access control is established to preserve the safety and efficiency of specific 

highways and to preserve the public investment.  Access control in Washington State is 

defined as either ‘Limited Access’ or ‘Managed Access’.   Limited Access acquires rights of 

access from abutting property owners, typically by deed, and limits approaches to the 

facility.   

 Limited access facilities are further distinguished as having full, partial or modified 

access control as described below: 
 

Full Access Control Criteria 
Fully controlled access highways provide almost complete freedom from 

disruption by permitting access connections only through interchanges at selected 

public roads, rest areas, viewpoints, or weighing stations, and by prohibiting all 

crossings and private connections at grade.  
 

Partial Access Control Criteria 
Partial access control may be established when warranted on highways other 

than Interstate.  Partial control provides a considerable degree of protection from 

traffic interference and protects the highway from future strip-type development.  

Access control on partially controlled highways is exercised to the degree that, in 

addition to connections with selected public roads, some crossings and private 

driveway connections may be permitted at grade.  Commercial approaches are not 

allowed within the limits of partial access control.  
 

Modified Access Control Criteria 
Modified access control is intended to prevent further deterioration in the 

safety and operational characteristics of existing highways due to traffic interference 

associated with strip development by limiting the number and location of access 
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points to the highway.  In general, modified access control is applied where some 

degree of control is desired, but existing and potential commercial development 

preclude the implementation of partial or full control.  
 

Managed Access highways are regulated by the governmental entity having 

jurisdiction.  WSDOT has access connection permitting authority over all state highways 

outside of incorporated towns and cities.   Incorporated towns and cities have access 

connection permitting authority for the managed access state highways within their 

boundaries when an adopted ordinance is in place.   Managed Access facilities are 

classified from Class 1, the most restrictive, to Class 5, the least restrictive.   

The number of access points per mile, the spacing of interchanges or intersections, 

and the location of frontage roads or local road connections are determined by 

characteristics such as functional classification, traffic volume, present and future land use, 

environment and aesthetics, highway design and operation and economic considerations.  

The original 1972 SR 276 Access Report identified 5 access points in the SR 276 

facility: 

 
 

US 195 West Pullman Interchange at SR 276 MP 0.01, US 195 MP 29.91 
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West At Grade Intersection SR 276 MP 0.99 

 
 

SR 27 North Pullman Interchange SR 276 MP 3.47 
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North Campus Interchange SR 276 MP 4.64 

 
  

SR 270 At Grade Intersection SR 276 MP 6.89, SR 270 MP 5.69 
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SR 276 has “Partial Access Control” from the West Pullman Interchange to the North 

Pullman Interchange (US 195 to SR 27), and “Full Access Control” from the North Pullman 

Interchange to the SR 270 At Grade Interchange (SR 27 to SR 270). 

 Regional Traffic Volumes 
 

Historically, the population growth rate of Pullman tends to mirror the growth rate for 

WSU. The growth rate was relatively flat in the 1980s and 1990s. Based on data from the 

Washington State Office of Financial Management, Pullman has experienced growth 

averaging 1.29 percent per year from 2000 to 2005. Considering this rate of growth, the 

anticipated development trends for Pullman would be considered moderate. Pullman, 

however, is currently experiencing property growth with expansion in housing primarily to 

the northwest and southwest, multi-family units primarily to the northeast, commercial 

development primarily to the south, and industrial build up to the north. 
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Traffic trends on the SR 270 facility were studied to gauge characteristics pertinent 

to this RDP.   Average Daily Traffic comparisons have been limited to the data within the 

City of Pullman from MP 0.76 to MP 5.56.   The SR 270 facility from MP 5.56 to MP 9.89 

(Idaho State Line) is outside the limits of the SR 276 Bypass study area. 

SR 270 and SR 27 are the principal arterials within the City of Pullman.  US 195 is 

the major north-south connection for Whitman County and bypasses Pullman to the west.  

SR 270 carries the bulk of the traffic through the city urban area that would ultimately be 

reduced by the SR 276 North Pullman Bypass.  In 2005 the SR 270 and SR 27 intersection 

was identified as a ‘Bottleneck and Chokepoint’ by the Eastern Region.  The City of Pullman 

identified a deficiency in the Central Business District on SR 27 (Grand Ave.) for a lack of 

travel lanes through the downtown core.  A safety improvement project to widen Grand for a 

left turn lane at Ritchie St. is currently being considered by the City.   

A ten year accumulation of WSDOT’s average daily traffic count data in the Pullman 

vicinity is represented in the graphic below:   
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       Source:  WSDOT Annual Traffic Reports 1995-2005 

 

Over a ten year period overall Average Daily Traffic (ADT) in the City of Pullman on 

all State facilities shows a moderate 7.5% increase.   Data over the last five years suggest a 

continued steady growth pattern, especially in the SR 27 corridor where residential and 

commercial development is pushing to the north of SR 270.   
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The following graphic illustrates the average ADT growth patterns in the urban 

Pullman environment between SR 27 and SR 270.   
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Source:  WSDOT Annual Traffic Reports 1995-2005 

 

Traffic Growth Forecasts 

 

Combined forecasted average traffic growth on state highways in the Pullman vicinity 

by the WSDOT Transportation Data Office (TDO) is 2.34% per annum for the next 20 years.   

The sector showing the greatest traffic increases is the SR 27 corridor north of SR 270 and 

up to the limits of the SR 276 right of way.    

The following table is a representative cross-section of projected roadway average 

daily traffic volumes based on 10 year growth trends: 
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Projected Growth in Pullman Urban Core 

State 
Route Location Mile 

Post 
2005 
ADT 

2025 
ADT 

Annual 
Increase 

20 Year 
Increase 

SR 270 SR270 East 
Of Wawawai 1.57 6,318 11,500 4.1% 83% 

SR 270 Davis West  
Of Grand 2.27 8,808 14,850 3.4% 69% 

SR 270 Grand North 
Of Main  2.34 19,494 26,650 1.8% 37% 

SR 270 

Paradise 
East 

Of Grand 
EB 

2.40 8,115 8,950 0.5% 10% 

SR 270 Main East  
Of Stadium 3.18 16,378 20,050 1.1% 22% 

SR 27 
Grand 
South  

Of Paradise 
2.27B 15,529 16,650 0.4% 7% 

SR 27 Grand at 
SR270 0.00 16,843 17,450 0.2% 4% 

SR 27 Grand North 
Of Stadium 0.74 12,244 22,300 4.1% 82% 

SR 27 Grand North 
Of Larry 1.31 8,481 18,850 6.1% 222% 

Based on Transportation Data Office Forecast Nov. 2006.  The complete TDO spreadsheet with 

Pullman vicinity forecast data is available in Appendix C. 
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Accidents 
 Accidents within the SR 270 corridor study area are the most likely to be reduced by 

the SR 276 Bypass due to a decrease in Average Daily Traffic.   A comparison of two time 

periods from 1994-1999 and 2000-2005 show that accidents have increased over the last 

six year period by approximately  6%.   Accident patterns are similar, with the bulk of 

occurrences in the couplet area in the urban core of Pullman and the intersections of SR 27 

and SR 270 from MP 2 to MP 4.   
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The 2007-2009 Biennium High Accident Location (HAL) report identified SR 270 

Couplet MP 2.76 to MP 2.90 and SR 270 MP 4.40 to MP 4.50 as locations that qualified as 

HALs.    A HAL is a spot location under one mile in length which has an average accident 

rate of at least 3 per year and at least 10 severity points over a 10 year period.   Severity 

points are based on the nature and type of injury or vehicle damage sustained in an 

accident.   
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Accident patterns by type of accident are also similar over the two time periods, with most 

accidents being ‘rearend’ or ‘at angle’ turning movements.     

SR 270 Corridor Total Accidents By Type 1994-1999
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SR 270 Corridor Total Accidents By Type 2000-2005
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There are no clear accident trends developing over the last 12 years in the SR 270 

study corridor.   Although accidents have increased in the 2000-2005 period, the societal 

cost has decreased, indicating a decrease in severity.   There were no fatalities within the 

SR 270 study area in either time periods.   
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SR 270 connects the two university communities of Pullman and Moscow, Idaho and 

is heavily traveled by people commuting to work and involved in general commerce.   

Currently WSDOT is improving capacity and safety by widening SR 270 from MP 3.69 to MP 

9.96 from a two-lane roadway to a four-lane facility with a 14-foot wide median lane 

configuration. This project extends partially into the SR 270 corridor study area and will 

serve to improve mobility and safety. The project will add a general-purpose lane in each 

direction and will provide a 14-foot center turn lane with rumble strips to enable traffic to 

access adjacent properties and to separate opposing traffic.  This will improve traffic flow 

and safety  

• This project will substantially improve safety by creating additional lanes. 

• The project will increase capacity and reduce travel times.  

 

Construction is expected to be complete in Fall 2007. 
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Pullman Growth and Expansion 

The graphic below is a portion of the City of Pullman Land Use Map (Appendix E) illustrating 

the development pressure surrounding the SR 270 North Pullman Bypass.   City limits have 

recently extended to the north side of the bypass right of way.   Both population and traffic 

growth forecasts indicate that there will be a sustained expansion in the city for the next 

several years and beyond.   It is apparent that the expansion will continue to the north, 

abutting the SR 276 corridor limits. 

 

 
 

Considerable interest in future city arterials to serve new development has prompted 

inquiries into the potential use of the SR 276 right of way.   This includes crossing points for 

the city arterials and/or construction of surface arterials within the right of way corridor that 

could eventually be incorporated into ultimate bypass roadway prism.    

 



 

 32



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


