
W
in

te
r/

Sp
ri

n
g

 
2
0
0
9

Sp
ri

n
g

/
Su

m
m

e
r

2
0
0
8

Fa
ll 

20
07

/
W

in
te

r 
&

 
Sp

ri
ng

 2
00

8
Fa

ll
 2

0
0
7

W
in

te
r/

Sp
ri

n
g

 2
0
0
7

Fa
ll
 2

0
0
8

Environmental Assessment Process 
& Timeline

 Technical Input NEPA Process Community Input

Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) NEPA Decision

Detailed environmental study 
(discipline reports)

Prepare Environmental 
Assessment

Public 
Review of Environmental 

Assessment

Purpose & Need*

Previous Studies, 
Existing Conditions

Design/Environmental 
Constraints

Goals & Objectives

Scoping Meeting/Open House, 
Citizen Input

Open Houses, Citizen Input

Regulatory Agency 
Comments

FHWA, WSDOT 
Review/Input

Public Meeting

Public Comments on 
Environmental Assessment

Development 
of Conceptual Alternatives

Identify Recommended 
Alternative for Study 

in Environmental 
Assessment

* Purpose and Need is the technical basis for the 
project, refl ecting WSDOT and FHWA standards. 
Project must satisfy the Purpose and Need.

NOTE: Evaluation Criteria, derived from the 
Purpose and Need, as well as Goals and Objectives 
are used to aid the alternative screening process.

National Environmental Policy Act


