
Message from the SR 520 Program Director

Hello,

My name is Julie Meredith, and I serve as the director of 
the SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program with 
the Washington State Department of Transportation. We’re 
working every day to deliver a new SR 520 corridor that is 
safer and more reliable for drivers and transit riders, and 
more accessible for bicyclists and pedestrians. 

I would like to provide you with a recap of the major work 
we completed in 2013, and look ahead at what’s next for 
the corridor in 2014 and beyond.

2013 was a big year for SR 520. The new six-lane floating 
bridge continues to take shape on Lake Washington. We  
completed and floated out 34 new pontoons from casting  
basins in Aberdeen and Tacoma. We’re now well past the 
halfway point of pontoon construction, with 46 pontoons   
now complete out of the 77 total needed for the new 
bridge. And 30 of those pontoons have made the trip through the Hiram M. Chittenden Locks and are now 
on Lake Washington. 

Meanwhile, the new Eastside corridor is nearing completion. Thank you for your patience during the  
multiple weekend closures we’ve needed since 2011. These closures, though inconvenient, have allowed 
our crews to remove old overcrossings, set all girders for new community-connecting lids, and install all 
fish-friendly culverts underneath the highway. We look forward to opening the new Eastside corridor to 
drivers, transit riders, bicyclists and pedestrians in 2014.

2013 was also a year of challenges. As we’ve shared with you, four of our pontoons experienced 
more-than-expected cracking in the end walls and keel slabs. Repairs were completed on two of the four 
pontoons in drydock facilities in Seattle and Portland last summer, and repairs are underway on the other  
two on Lake Washington. These repairs will be completed in 2014. 

Finally, we are looking ahead to what’s next. In the new year, you will see more work on Lake Washington  
as the new floating bridge continues to take shape. The West Connection Bridge will be completed in 2014 
and will connect the new floating bridge, once it opens, to the existing highway on the west end. In summer 
2014, work will begin on the next segment: the West Approach Bridge North, which will extend transit 
improvements and the new bicycle/pedestrian path into the Montlake area. We are continuing to work with 
the Governor and Legislature to fund and complete the rest of the west side, and we will build on the good 
work we’ve already done with local communities and the City of Seattle to complete the entire SR 520 
program.

I hope you find this newsletter informative, and I appreciate you taking the time to read it. Feel free to visit 
us online at: www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520bridge. Happy New Year!

Julie Meredith, P.E.
SR 520 Program Director
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Signed an 
agreement for 

mitigation in the 
Arboretum.

Floated out 
second cycle of 
new pontoons 

built in Tacoma – 
six pontoons were 

�oated out.

Provided latest 
design and 

construction 
details at two 
public open 

houses.

Seattle City 
Council approved 

a resolution 
endorsing a 

re�ned west side 
design.

Completed 
installation of all 
58 anchors for 

the new �oating 
bridge on Lake 

Washington.

Floated out 
second cycle 

of new 
pontoons built 
in Aberdeen – 
six pontoons 
were �oated 

out.

Completed 
construction of 

a coffer cell, 
�oated it onto 

Lake 
Washington, 
and began 
repairs on 

Pontoons U 
and V.  

Crews closed 
SR 520 for a 
weekend of 

Eastside 
construction 

activities, 
including shifting 
highway lanes to 
make room for 
more work on
the Eastside.

Community 
members joined 

WSDOT at a series 
of public drop-in 
meetings to learn 
about upcoming 
West Connection 
Bridge and West 
Approach Bridge 

North construction.

Floated out third 
cycle of new 

pontoons 
constructed in 
Aberdeen - six 
pontoons were 

�oated out.

Floated out third 
cycle of new 

pontoons built in 
Tacoma – eight 
pontoons were 

�oated out.

Kicked off 
construction of 

the West 
Connection 

Bridge project on 
Lake Washington, 

which will 
connect the new 
�oating bridge to 

the existing
SR 520 roadway.

Completed 
repairs at 

drydock facilities 
on two of four 

pontoons 
needing repairs 
from �rst cycle.

Towed eight 
supplemental 

pontoons to Lake 
Washington, 
bringing the 

year-end total to 30 
pontoons on the 

lake.
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• Eastside Transit and HOV Project: Completion is on the horizon for transit and HOV improvements  
 on the Eastside. In summer 2014 we’ll open three new lids, two median transit and regional stops, local  
 bicycle and pedestrian paths, and a full six-lane corridor with inside transit/HOV lanes. 

• Floating bridge and pontoon progress: We’re building more new pontoons in Aberdeen and   
 Tacoma to support the new SR 520 floating bridge on Lake Washington. Expect additional float-outs in   
 2014 and more pontoons headed through the Hiram M. Chittenden Locks to their new home on Lake   
 Washington, to form the base of the new, safer floating bridge between Seattle and the Eastside.

• West Connection Bridge: In 2014 we expect construction to wrap up on the new interim    
 structure that will connect the new floating bridge to the existing SR 520 roadway over Union Bay.

• West Approach Bridge North: In summer 2014 work begins on the new structure that will extend   
 the six-lane corridor and a bicycle and pedestrian path from the Eastside to Montlake. The West Approach  
 Bridge North will be designed to modern earthquake standards. Construction is set to wrap up in fall 2016. 

• The rest of the west: We’re continuing to work with the Governor and Legislature to secure funding  
 for major SR 520 improvements from I-5 to Montlake, including an earthquake-resistant Portage Bay   
 bridge, transit/HOV lanes in both directions from I-5 to Lake Washington, enhanced connections for transit  
 riders, drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians, and two neighborhood-friendly highway lids in the Montlake and  
 Roanoke areas. Our goal is a safer, more reliable SR 520 corridor that better serves the region’s needs.

We look forward to another productive year ahead as major work continues throughout the SR 520 corridor!
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installation of all  

Crews completed 
construction of needed for new 

overpasses and lids 
along the Eastside 

corridor.
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By the numbers: Construction in 2013 What’s next in 2014 and beyond

in 2013, bringing the total 
to 46 pontoons complete 
of 77 needed for the new 

�oating bridge.

Crews �oated out 

for the new 
east approach 

structure in Medina.

needed to hold the 
new �oating bridge 

in place.

Crews completed
more than
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