
1. Public and agency scoping
During the public and agency scoping phase, 
we ask for comments from the public, Tribal 
nations, and federal, state and local agencies on 
the purpose and need, range of alternatives and 
the environmental topics we will evaluate in the 
project’s EIS. The purpose and need statement and 
range of alternatives defi ne the boundaries for the 
project and what will be studied in the EIS. 

2. Draft environmental impact statement 
The next step is to prepare and publish a draft EIS 
that includes the results of our analysis for the 
alternatives and identifi es ways we can mitigate the 
environmental effects of the project. We will hold 
a public hearing when we publish the draft EIS to 
gather comments on the results of our evaluation 
and proposed mitigation measures.

3. Final environmental impact statement 
In the fi nal EIS, we respond to the agency and 
public comments we received on the draft EIS. 
The fi nal project recommendation – known as the 
“preferred alternative” – is also identifi ed. 

4. Record of decision 
After the fi nal EIS is published, the Federal Highway 
Administration will prepare a Record of Decision, 
a public document that describes the project’s 
course of action and specifi c mitigation measures. 
Once the Record of Decision is issued, we will have 
completed the environmental review process and 
can obtain construction permits.

Making environmentally sound decisions Spring 2009

For more information on environmental regulations, 
visit www.wsdot.wa.gov/environment/compliance/

WSDOT is responsible for more than 20,000 roadway 
lane-miles, nearly 3,000 bridges, and more than 500 
other structures in our state. Along with construction 
and maintenance, we strive to deliver effective 
transportation solutions while minimizing effects on 
natural surroundings and the communities in which we 
live, work and build.   

We are now in the planning stages of the Pontoon 
Construction Project. The project will advance 
pontoon construction to restore the SR 520 fl oating 
bridge in the event of a catastrophic failure, and will 
store these pontoons until needed. 

To maintain our commitment to the environment, 
we are supported by and abide by national and 
state environmental regulations before, during and 
after construction. As we move forward to build a 
new pontoon construction site, we must carry on 
our responsibility to closely investigate possible 
environmental effects of pontoon construction and 
storage. 

For the Pontoon Construction Project, our team will 
prepare a formal environmental document called an 
environmental impact statement, or EIS, to analyze 
each of three potential site alternatives. 

What is the environmental review process?
There are four critical steps in the environmental review process:



ADA Statement:  Materials can be provided in alternative formats: 
large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with 
disabilities by calling the Offi ce of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at 360-
705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact OEO 
through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1

Title VI Information:  WSDOT ensures full compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, by prohibiting discrimination against any 
person on the basis of race, color, national origin or sex in the provision 
of benefi ts and services resulting from its federally assisted programs 
and activities. For questions regarding WSDOT’s Title VI Program, you 
may contact the Department’s Title VI Coordinator at 360-705-7098.

What environmental topics will we evaluate?

• Air quality
•  Community effects
• Construction effects
•  Economics
•  Energy
•  Environmental justice
•  Fisheries
•  Geology and soils
•  Hazardous materials
•  Historical and 

archaeological 
resources

•  Land use

• Mitigation
•  Navigable waterways
•  Noise
•  Public services and 

utilities
• Recreation
•  Transportation
•  Tribal fi sheries and 

cultural resources
•  Visual quality
•  Water resources
•  Wetlands
•  Wildlife

Call: 1-888-520-NEWS (6397)

E-mail: pontoons@wsdot.wa.gov

Visit the Web site:
wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520/pontoons

Mail: Pontoon Construction Project
 Attn: Susan Haupt
 600 Stewart Street, Suite 520
 Seattle, WA 98101

For more information: 

Public comment period update

During the 2009 scoping periods, we received 
more than 200 public and agency comments. 
We heard a wide variety of questions and 
comments, including:

• Support for particular site alternatives.

• Expected economic benefits and job 
 opportunities from the project.

• Potential traffic and noise effects. 

• Environmental effects on shorelines and  
 wetlands. 

A summary of all comments will be included in 
the draft environmental impact statement. 
Additional opportunities for public comment will 
be available when the draft environmental 
impact statement is published in late 2009. 

If you have any questions or comments, please 
e-mail us at pontoons@wsdot.wa.gov. 


