
       November 18, 2012 
 
Elizabeth Nicoletti 
Senior Port Engineer 
Washington State Ferries 
2901 3rd Ave. Ste.500 
Seattle, WA 98121 
 
Ms. Nicoletti, 
 
I was dispatched to the Walla Walla at the Eagle Harbor repair facility on November 4, 
2012 in the capacity of Master to observe operations as the vessel pushed the dock.  I 
arrived at 0845 and waited in the number one end pilot house until approximately 1030 
when the Staff Chief Engineer contacted me.  He informed me that they would be 
“bumping” the shaft ahead.  This was done twice.  Shortly after 1100, he informed me 
that the vessel would push the dock at 40 rpm.  Around 1120, the General Alarm sounded 
and the Staff Chief informed me that they had observable smoke, but no flame in the 
engine room and he would keep me informed as more was known.  At approximately 
1300, the Staff Chief informed me that the vessel had suffered a catastrophic failure in 
the number one drive motor and no further trials would be conducted. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Cynthia Bruner 


