The following documents are submitted in response to your request for updated Recovery Act reports to the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. This transmittal includes two spreadsheets that update Washington State’s progress in obligating and delivering American Reinvestment and Recovery Act projects. 


This transmittal includes:

1. One Excel spreadsheet reporting all Washington State Highway Infrastructure Investment.

File Name: “Washington State Highway Infrastructure Investment, TI August 2009.xls”

—70 state projects obligated as of August 31, 2009

—137 local projects obligated as of August 31, 2009

2. One Excel spreadsheet for Transit Capital Assistance. Also included in this form is the Washington State Ferries Division’s information for Transit Capital Assistance and Fixed Guideway Infrastructure. The Ferries Division is a division of the state DOT under the Governor’s purview, and also serves as a large urban transit provider. This information is included in Washington State's submittal rather than as a stand alone submittal as one of the 256 designated in a large urbanized area.
File Name: “Washington State, Transit Capital Assistance TI August 2009.xls”

—17 projects obligated as of August 31, 2009

In response to your July 20 letter, our description of distributing funds to economically distressed counties and geographic distribution.
Economically Distressed Analysis

As of August 31, 67% of Washington state ARRA funds have been obligated to 28 economically distressed counties in 118 projects.  These funds are being supplemented by over $660 million in state and local funds that are building projects and putting people to work.

Washington State has not fully evaluated the impact of the new “special need” economically distressed criteria issued by FHWA and the Department of Commerce on August 24.
 The recession has had a significant impact on Washington state, and it is therefore likely that more counties qualify as economically distressed than are represented in the following analysis.

Distribution of ARRA funds to EDA
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Economically distressed counties:

28 counties, 60% of population

$241.0 million 

(67%)

118

Non-economically distressed 

counties:

11 counties, 40% of population

$120.4 million 

(33%)

54

Note: 2 statewide projects (rumble strips and median barriers) with $8.85 

million obligated cannot be allocated to a single area are not included in 

this assessment


Geographic Distribution: Washington State Process
Local Process

Washington State used an equitable distribution method for the sub-allocated portion of the Recovery funds for all local agencies throughout the state. The state provided the three Transportation Management Areas (TMA), eight Metropolitan Planning Organizations and twenty-two County Regions their respective share of the sub allocated funds for prioritization. 

Projects were reviewed and endorsed by the TMAs or a Local Oversight and Accountability Panel comprised of representatives from state agencies, cities and counties, tribal governments, and the public ports association. In order to be consistent with the spirit of the stimulus package of creating jobs and getting people to work, the project selection processes reinforced the need for early projects by including requirements that projects be under way within 120 days.

State Process

The Washington State Legislature passed Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1978, which identified the state highway construction projects that would receive funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Through this bill, the Legislature selected projects to revitalize Washington's economy, based on need with consideration given to reducing unemployment in economically distressed areas. 

Summary: Distribution of Local and State Dollars
WSDOT is divided into six regional divisions.  To display the geographic distribution of all obligated ARRA funds, the following map illustrates the distribution the of funds using the six WSDOT regions.
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Distribution of Funds by Region

[image: image3.emf] ARRA Funds   % of total % of state 

population

Eastern $32,535,706 8.8% 9%

North Central $20,048,567 5.4% 3%

Northwest $135,403,959 36.6% 46%

Olympic $87,938,122 23.8% 23%

South Central $52,857,468 14.3% 9%

Southwest $32,632,055 8.8% 10%

Statewide $8,848,898 2.4% n/a

Grand Total $370,264,775


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/economicrecovery/guidancedistressed.htm" �http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/economicrecovery/guidancedistressed.htm�  The Washington State Employment Security Department analyzed King and Spokane counties, and determined that both counties qualified as economically distressed based on this criteria.





