
WSDOT/ACEC Structures Team 
Minutes  

10:00AM to 1:30PM  
5/20/2016 

 
COWI 

R2D2 Building in Seattle 
Suite 1110 
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Jeri Bernstein, P.E., S.E. Washington State Ferries (Co-Chair) Yes 
Geoff Swett, P.E., S.E. WSDOT - Bridge Design  Yes 
Mark Gaines, P.E WSDOT - HQ Bridge Construction No 
Jed Bingle, P.E., S.E. WSDOT - Bridge Design Yes 
Glen Scroggins, P.E, S.E. WSDOT - Bridge Preservation No 
Lou Tran, P.E. WSDOT - Bridge Design Yes 
Michael Rosa, P.E. WSDOT - Bridge Design Yes 
   

AC
EC

 

Paul Brallier, P.E., S.E. HNTB Corp. (Co-Chair) Yes 
Jim Schettler, P.E., S.E. Jacobs Engineering No 
Bill Elkey, P.E., S.E. Parsons Yes 
Richard Patterson, P.E., S.E. COWI Bridge No 
Chester Werts, P.E., S.E. HDR Yes 
Paul Guenther, P.E., S.E. COWI Marine Yes 
Matthew Lengyel, P.E., S.E. FIGG Bridge Engineers Yes 

 
 

1. Review and Approve  Meeting Minutes from March 18, 2016 
 
Approved  
Bill Elkey was assigned to take minutes at this meeting. 
 

2. Linnea Laird 
Statewide Agencies 
Obvious not a plan review only brief advice 
Do review as part of our meetings 
Structure Team should be sharing design advice 
 

Linnea Laird asked to clarify that it is a limited plan review open to all 
statewide agencies.  Jeri  B. suggested that going forward each committee 



member present current projects and design issues for committee review.  The 
APWA article recently written shall explain what the committee role is and 
what services we can provide. 
 
Paul Brallier has a topic for this week. 
 
Matt L. suggested that when a member attends a conference that they give a 
short debrief to the team 

 
3. Reflect on goals for this year/next year 

Develop Guidelines for the Role of Design Engineers, Both Consultant /EOR and 
WSDOT/Owner under DB and GCCM contracts. 

Consider developing a Guide Matrix of Authority for APD (Alternate Project Delivery) 
projects    

Providing engineering advice to state wide agencies  

Produce a Post EQ inspection manual for state wide Agencies 

FEMA sponsoring a three/four day event (June 7-10).  First goal is to make sure 
the matrix of communication is working together so that cities, counties are 
connected and working together.  Paul B. has been working on the scenario 
development for training purposes. 

In two years, a five day event will be planned that will include FEMA and 
military.   

Linnea Laird-Suggested ACEC Structures group should present solutions to unique 
engineering problems.  

4. ACEC/Structures Website 
             Website is updated 
             Review Contact Listing on the Website-Verify Information is correct-changes are needed 
 

 Meeting list is out of date…Jeri to post next three meetings.   
 
  September 16 – WSDOT Bridge Office 
  November 18 – COWI 
  January 20 – WSDOT Bridge Office 
 
 Jim Schettler and Geoff Swett rotating off after this meeting. 

 



Confirm ACEC Structures Committee Services were mentioned in local programs 
Newsletter.  Done 

Remove members from list when term has expired.  Done 

Find replacement for Glenn Scroggins-To be assigned 
Marl Gaines wishes to continue 
Thank you Matt for Letter published in APWA 
 

5. WSDOT/ACEC Annual Meeting 
    June 14 9AM-2PM Red Lion Hotel in Bellevue 

Need volunteers to present at the Annual Meeting 
Last Year Jim Schettler and Jeri Bernstein presented.  Need to revise last year’s 
presentation 
 
 Mike Rosa and Paul Brallier will be our attendees 
 
Honor Jim and Geoff? 

 
Please provide anything you want to say on a slide to Paul B. for thank for Jim 
and Geoff.  Paul Br. circulated a card for everyone to sign.  

  
 

6. Role of engineer Consultant/EOR and WSDOT/Owner in DBB,DB and GCCM contracts.  

Examples of non DOT agencies. 

Paul  G discussed how the military does it, with prequalification of around 5 D/B 
teams that will pursue D/B of various sizes: 

• Low margin – not advantageous for the designer 
• Low price – typically no proposal 
• Navy is a typical owner.  Has milestone design reviews and comment 

resolution.  Multiple department reviews.   
• Not certain how permitting is handled 

Paul Br. Asked about how this translates to highway work.  Matt L indicated that 
TXDOT is moving the other direction on the assumption that they want more 
control.  Bill E. discussed how SOQ costs stay relatively constant while Proposal 
costs are proportional to the size of the project.  Having prequalified firms for 
smaller D/B projects will help distribute some of that cost. 

Matt L. discussed a DB project for a rehab in Oregon.  The contract was written 
with unit costs for uncertain items (crack injection, steel repair, etc.).  A 



preconstruction comparison was done early on by successful contractor to 
determine final quantities.   

ACTION ITEMS:  Paul G to reach out to contracting officer to find out lessons 
learned and whether or not they are going to continue with the 
small D/B 

Bill E to look up how to pay force account work on a D/B project. 

Produce document 

Make Assignments this meeting for next meeting: 

ACTION ITEM:  Paul G. to provide a copy Navy DB Procedure 

Seek past records of DB, DBB, and GCCM results-Change Orders, meeting Budget, 
schedule to seek future success. 

ACTION ITEMS:  Paul G. to provide a description of the Navy’s Design-Build 
procedure and an example task order. 

  
Paul B. to provide results for I-405 Design-Build projects. 

 
Geoff to find post-project report for SR 167 Puyallup River Bridge 
project. 
 
Report is not ready yet.  Two key structural items that the team 
would like to know more about: 
• Foundation design 
• Slope stability of abutment embankments 

 
Geoff to provide example of RFP for SR 167 Puyallup River Bridge 
to review. 

 
 

 
7. Post Earthquake Inspection of Bridges Manual for Local Agencies-Paul B  

Prepare for a presentation at APWA  April 4-7 2017 
Existing Post Earthquake Checklists-Geoff WSDOT BO; Jeri WSF 
Post Earthquake Photographs-Jed 
Presentation Outline-Paul B 
Make assignments 
Suggestion:  Explain EQ in non-technical terms 
Shake Cast - http://earthquake.usgs.gov/research/software/shakecast/-Jeri 



 
ACTION ITEMS:  Paul Br – still working on the presentation.  Spoke with APWA 

about  presenting next spring.   
 
Jeri to provide Paul with slides on the Nisqually EQ.  Will have draft 
presentation to show in September. 

 
 

8. Schedule Next Meetings and Locations 
 
Next Meeting Friday September 16th  Location Bridge and Structures Office 
 
 WSDOT Bridge Office (see above) 

 

Meeting adjourned 1:30 pm. 


