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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 What is Scoping? 
In preparing the environmental documents for the I-405 project, the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) uses the term “scoping” to refer to the process 
of defining the content, or scope, of the document.  We use scoping to determine the 
design refinements to be considered as well as the environmental issues and topics that 
need to be evaluated in the document.  In summary, scoping includes identifying the 
range of proposed actions, options, environmental elements and effects, and mitigation 
measures to be analyzed in an environmental document. 

1.2 Purpose of this Document 
The purpose of this report is to provide the public, tribes, federal, state, and local 
agencies, and members of WSDOT with information that will help define the content, or 
scope, of the assessment being prepared for the I-405, SR 169 to I-90 Renton to 
Bellevue project, referred to in this report as the Renton to Bellevue project.  A scoping 
meeting for tribes, federal, state, and local agencies was held during the daytime on 
September 17, 2003.  A scoping meeting for the public was also held on September 17, 
2003, between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m.  A legal notice for the public scoping meeting was 
published two weeks prior to the meeting, stating that WSDOT would receive scoping 
comments through October 17, 2003.  In addition to the legal notice, WSDOT sent a 
newsletter to residences and businesses within the project vicinity, informing them of the 
scoping meeting and comment deadline. 

On October 14, 2003, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, an informational meeting was held for 
the City of Renton staff to provide additional details regarding the proposed Renton to 
Bellevue project, to assist City of Renton staff in identifying local concerns and issues. 

WSDOT reviewed comments from the public and agencies.  They also encouraged 
individuals attending the public scoping meeting to provide written scoping comments on 
forms provided at the meeting or in another format of their choice.  WSDOT also spoke 
with the public and recorded their comments.  This report summarizes responses to both 
written and oral public comments.  WSDOT also responded orally to comments received 
at the agency scoping meeting.  The minutes of that meeting are included in this report.   

1.3 Background 
WSDOT joined the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority (Sound Transit), 
King County, and local governments to develop strategies to reduce traffic congestion 
and improve mobility in the Interstate 405 (I-405) Corridor from Tukwila in the south to 
Lynnwood in the north.  The I-405 Corridor Program Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS), hereafter referred to as the “programmatic EIS,” documents those strategies.  The 
Final EIS and Record of Decision (ROD) were prepared in accordance with applicable 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Washington State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), and their implementing regulations.  The Final EIS 
noted that:  “Subsequent NEPA and SEPA environmental analysis, documentation, and 
review will enable decisions regarding site-specific, project-level details on alignments, 
high-capacity transit technology, project effects, costs, and mitigation measures.”  
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To advance the long-term implementation of the Selected Alternative (referred to as the 
Master Plan), the I-405 Team is tasked with conducting specific environmental analyses 
for component projects of the I-405 Corridor Program.  The I-405 Team will document 
these analyses and prepare environmental documentation for the specific corridor 
projects.  Information in the Final EIS and other corridor environmental documents will 
be referenced and incorporated into the project-level analysis to the maximum extent 
possible.  Decisions reached in the Final EIS and ROD will not be revisited. 

In addition, the I-405 team members will prepare documents that support regulatory 
compliance with the Endangered Species Act and permitting requirements of other 
regulatory agencies.  They will also develop permit applications for an early action 
environmental program as described in the I-405 Corridor Environmental Program.  
These applications will feature a watershed-based approach, which emphasizes 
implementation prior to construction, and promotes opportunities for partnering. 

1.4 Renton to Bellevue Project Description 
The environmental review for the Renton to Bellevue Project incorporates, by reference, 
the EIS and analyzes the project-specific effects on the environment not considered in 
the Corridor EIS.  Project-specific environmental review need not examine alternatives, 
effects, and mitigation measures evaluated in the programmatic EIS, and decisions 
made in the ROD.    

The Renton to Bellevue Project extends approximately eight miles (milepost 3.7 to 
milepost 11.99) from SR 169 to the northern on- and off-ramps of the I-90 interchange.  
The principal features of the Build Alternative are: 
 

• Two new general-purpose lanes on I-405 in each direction from SR 169 through 
the I-90 interchange 

• Realignment of I-405 to bring it up to current freeway standards where feasible 

• Construction of a new in-line bus rapid transit (BRT) station in the vicinity of 
112th Avenue SE  

• Construction of an HOV direct access ramp in Renton at N 8th Street (in 
coordination with Sound Transit) 

• Reconstruction, realignment, and reconfiguration of eight interchanges  

• Changes to local roadways related to interchange improvements and I-405 
widening 

• Stormwater management to provide water quality treatment and discharge 

• Context-sensitive solutions (CSS) to incorporate aesthetic features into the 
project design. 

1.5 Organization of the Responses to Comments 
Three types of comments were collected for this scoping report:   

• Written comments submitted either at the public scoping meeting or sent in 
during the scoping period  

• Verbal comments made to WSDOT at the public scoping meeting 
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• Questions or statements made by agency representatives at the agency scoping 
meeting. 

In Section 2, written comments are coded with numbers to identify individual comments.  
For example, in the submittal from the individual identified as “Commenter 2,” we found 
two different comments.  We highlighted each of the comments with a vertical line on the 
left margin of the page and added a code number for each comment (e.g., 2-1, 2-2).   

In Section 3, we provided responses to each comment using the code numbers to link 
the responses to the comments.  Many of the comments received were similar, so rather 
than repeating the same answer, we have referred the reader back to the earlier 
response that addressed the same comment. 

Section 4 presents the minutes from the daytime scoping meeting held for public 
agencies on September 17, 2003.  WSDOT presented the same project plans and 
graphics used at the evening public scoping meeting to inform public agencies about the 
project.  The minutes from the agency scoping meeting include questions and comments 
from the agencies and the responses provided by WSDOT.  
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2.0 Comments Received 

2.1 Written Comments Received 
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