I-5 Improvements Implementation Road Map

Funding — it can come at any point in this process and the sooner you have money, the quicker you can
move through the process.

Step 1: Update Regional Plans
State Highway System Plan (HSP):

For inclusion in the HSP, we need to provide Planning Level Cost Estimates, Benefit Cost results as well
as basic travel performance data. We have all the required data complete and all that is required to
submit to WSDOT HQ for inclusion in the HSP. The HSP is updated annually and the next time to update
the plan will be early 2011.

PSRC MTP:

There are currently place holders in the plan for the results of the study. The update process is still
being work out, but generally the plan is updated annually so items such as this can be included. The
process would require us to replace the current place holders with the results of this analysis.

Step 2: Interchange Justification Report

Once the projects are listed in the plans, the next phase towards project completion and funding is an
Interchange Justification Report (IJR). WSDOT does IJR’s anytime there is a request for an access change
on any limited access facility. When an interstate facility is impacted, the IJR process requires approval
by FHWA as well as WSDOT.

The IR process generally takes around 1 year for completion. The analysis will require detailed analysis
of alternatives that include both local circulation as well as interstate access changes. The work to date
has developed a solid set of tolls to be used in that process, as well as preliminary concepts for inclusion
in the 1R process, but the process will still require technical analysis of options.

There is generally little public outreach in the IJR process.
Step 3: Environmental Process

After successful completion of the IJR process, we can then move forward with the required
environmental analysis, likely an EIS, for the corridor.

The time required to complete an EIS varies significantly but will generally take at least 18 months from
beginning to a record of decision. Two years for the EIS process is fairly common.

Step 4: Final Design and Construction

This process varies depending on how you build a project. Design Build contracts are becoming more
and more common and can help shorten the time between the final engineering and construction for a
project. The more traditional process of designing it, bidding it and then building it generally takes a bit
longer to complete. Either process, or other combinations, have been used in the past and could work
here.



