
What is the purpose of the project? 

The purpose of the Salmon Creek Interchange Project is to improve mobility and safety. The project seeks to 

accomplish this by expanding the existing interchange at NE 134th Street to allow a direct connection with a new 

arterial at NE 139th Street, improving the connection to NE 134th Street, and improving local roadways.  

The project would be constructed in two phases. Phase 1 improvements have been identified as the most crucial 

for improving mobility. 

Phase 2 improvements would continue to improve mobility within the Salmon Creek area. 

Why is the Salmon Creek Interchange Project needed? 

The population in Salmon Creek has grown significantly 

with housing, retail, office space, a hospital, and a college 

campus replacing what used to be farms and open space. 

Increased traffic volumes from growth and development, 

coupled with the unusual location and configuration of 

the existing 134th Street interchange and below standard 

intersection spacing, have led to degraded traffic 

operations and increased accidents in the area. 

 

Today, NE 134th Street is used for all local east-west traffic across I-5 and I-205 and provides access to both 

freeways from the Salmon Creek area. The close proximity of traffic signals on NE 134th Street and high traffic 

volumes in the area create gridlock, long delays, traffic back-ups, and a high rate of accidents. 

The northbound I-5 off-ramp to NE 134th Street was identified as a High Accident Location in 2002, with queues 

backing up onto the interstate during peak hours causing significant delays and safety deficiencies. Travel times 

throughout the NE 134th Street corridor do not meet county standards under existing conditions and will not 

support anticipated increases in traffic volumes based on future development in the area. 
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Phase One 
Improvements to the Interstate system: 

�� A new interchange at NE 139th Street and I-5 that provides for movement in three directions: a 
northbound on-ramp, a northbound off-ramp, and a southbound on-ramp (the interchange will be 
designed so that movement in the fourth direction, the southbound off-ramp, could be added in the 
future.) 

�� Removal of the on-ramp from NE 134th Street to I-5 northbound and associated changes to the traffic 
signal 

�� An exit-only lane to NE 134th Street added from I-205 northbound resulting in a two-lane off-ramp 
�� A new northbound lane on I-5 from NE 139th Street to NE 179th Street and other modifications to I-5 

to accommodate the new interchange 

Improvements to the local road system: 
�� A new segment of NE 139th Street from NE 10th Avenue to NE 20th Avenue that passes over I-5 and 

I-205 
�� Widening of NE 139th Street to two lanes in each direction with bike lanes, sidewalks and sections of a 

raised median from NE Tenney Road to NE 23rd Avenue 
�� Redesign of the intersection of NE 139th Street and NE Tenney Road to a signalized “T” configuration 

with NE 139th Street being the main through route 
�� Modification of the traffic signal and intersection of NE 134th Street and NE 10th Avenue to 

accommodate the other changes in the area and truck turning movements 
�� Improvement of the intersection of NE 20th Avenue and NE 139th Street with double left turn lanes 

and right turn lanes in all directions 
�� Relocation of the C-Tran Park-and-Ride from NE 134th Street to a new location near the SE corner of 

NE 139th Street and NE 10th Avenue 
�� Widening of NE 10th Avenue from NE 134th Street to NE 141st Street to one lane in each direction 

with bike lanes and sidewalks 
�� Signal improvements at the intersection of NE 139th Street and NE 29th Avenue 
 

Phase Two 

�� A new on-ramp from NE 134th Street at NE 23rd Avenue to I-205 southbound 
�� Widening of NE 134th Street from NE 20th Avenue to NE 23rd Avenue including the bridge over     

I-205 
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The Salmon Creek Interchange build alternative 

The Salmon Creek Interchange Project will be constructed in two phases. It includes improvements and 
changes to the interstate system and local streets. 



Environmental Assessment Summary 

How would the project benefit or affect the natural  
and built environment? 

�� Improve safety for drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists 

�� New access at NE 139th Street and alleviation of gridlock conditions on NE 
134th Street 

�� Shift the northbound on-ramp from I-5 to I-205 
�� New bike lanes, sidewalks, and crosswalks 

�� Improve mobility and travel speeds through the project area 

�� Link residential areas, commercial areas, and businesses west of I-5 to the commercial 
areas, businesses, and services east of I-5 

�� Reduce the amount of idling vehicles, thus, facilitating improvements to air quality 

�� Provide stormwater treatment for approximately 26 acres of existing, currently       
untreated impervious surfaces. This will reduce the total amount of pollutants in 
Salmon, Whipple, and Rockwell Creeks 

�� Require the partial acquisition of up to 35 properties and total acquisition of up to 17 
properties within the project study area 

�� Permanently affect approximately four acres of wetlands and five acres of wetland 
buffer - wetlands will be preserved, created, rehabilitated or enhanced at mitigation 
sites to compensate for these impacts  

�� Slightly increase in noise (0 to 10 decibels) in the year 2030 
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Salmon Creek Park and Ride 
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