
 

2014 WINNER: 
Transportation Research Board 
8th Annual Competition for Communicating Concepts with  
John and Jane Q. Public: Freight Transportation Needs and Issues

Goal: There is a lack of public understanding about the vital role of freight 
transportation in delivering goods, growing the economy and ensuring quality of 
life. Identifying best practices in:

• communicating freight transportation needs 
 and issues to the public

• engaging the public in discussing these issues

• incorporating public input into transportation 
 plans and projects with freight components 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

Ami Koreh – Visual Specialist

Barb Ivanov – Plan Perfectionist

Chris Herman – Freight Rail Data Expert

Colleen Gants – Communications Master

Dave Radford – Digital Specialist

Joy Dopita – Coordinator of People, Places, Things

Matthew Pahs – Poster Master

Rachel Knutson – Freight Economist

Steve Riddle – Graphics Guru

Wenjuan Zhao – Map Master

In their own words

Washington business leaders speak up about 
freight’s impact on our economy. Please visit 
these online testimonials, complete with statistics, 
videos, and infographics at: http://www.wsdot.
wa.gov/Freight/FreightMobilityPlan

For more information, please contact:

Barbara Ivanov 
Director, Freight Systems Division 
Washington State Department of Transportation 
ivanovb@wsdot.wa.gov

The Washington State Freight Mobility Plan was guided by  
three key objectives:
• Developing an urban goods movement system that supports jobs, the economy, and clean   
 air for all; and provides goods delivery to residents and businesses.

• Maintaining Washington’s competitive position as a global gateway to the nation with      
 intermodal freight corridors serving trade and international and interstate commerce, and   
 the state and national Export Initiatives.

• Supporting rural economies’ farm-to-market, manufacturing, and resource industry sectors.

Washington’s regional and state economies, workers 
and residents depend on an effective and efficient freight 
transportation system.

There are five key findings in the Washington State Freight Plan:
• Washington has a strong freight system

• Preserving Washington’s multimodal freight system is our greatest need

• Top trends shaping future freight demand are population growth, U.S. energy production,   
 port competition, and automated vehicles

• If we want more jobs, more regional domestic product, and a larger tax base in the future   
 we must make needed policy changes at the federal and state levels and invest in freight    
 mobility improvements

• We can meet the challenge together
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Legend

Freight Economic Corridors
T1 Truck Freight Economic Corridors: Freight corridors carrying more than 10 million tons per year¹

T2 Truck Freight Economic Corridors: Freight corridors carrying 4 million to 10 million tons per year

Alternative Freight Economic Corridors: Corridors carrying 600,000 to 4 million tons per year and serve as alternatives to T1 freight routes

Apple Packing Facilities Concentrated along Washington State Truck Freight Corridors

N

In 2011 the top 4 agricultural commodities 
produced in Washington State by value of 
production were:

$1.83 (billion)

$1.28 (billion)

$1.14 (billion)

$771 (million)

Apples²

Milk

Wheat

Potatoes

2 First in U.S. production.

Apple Orchard

Apple Packing Facilities
!(

!(

!(

In Urban Area

In Rural Area: within 5 mile radius of T1/T2 highways

In Rural Area: outside 5 mile radius of T1/T2 highways

1 Tonnage is the gross truck weight moved by the corridors, not tied to speci�c commodities.

Source: Washington State Apple Commission; Washington State Freight and Goods Transportation System

Connector Freight Routes: Routes connecting T1, T2 corridors to apple processing centers
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Freight Economic Corridors
T1 Truck Freight Economic Corridors: Freight corridors carrying more than 10 million tons per year

T2 Truck Freight Economic Corridors: Freight corridors carrying 4 million to 10 million tons per year

Alternative Freight Economic Corridors: Corridors carrying 600,000 to 4 million tons per year and serve as alternatives to T1 freight routes

Aerospace Product and Parts Manufacturers Concentrated along Washington State Freight Economic Corridors

N

In 2012, the top five manufacturing sectors 
in Washington State by Gross Business 
Income were:

Aersopace products and parts
Petroleum and coal products
Food
Computer and electronic products
Wood products

$51.2 billion
$30.0 billion
$11.5 billion
$9.5 billion
$7.5 billion

94,224 jobs
2,436 jobs

34,610 jobs
20,038 jobs
12,263 jobs

Source: Washington State Department of Revenue; Washington State Freight and Goods Transportation System

Aerospace Product and Parts 
Manufacturing Business Locations
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Ritzville Grain Shuttle
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McCoy Grain Shuttle
Loading Facility
(open in August 2013)

Plymouth Grain Shuttle
Loading Facility

County line

Strategic rail corridors: 

LEGEND

R1 - Greater than 5 million tons

R3 - 5 hundred thousand to 1 million tons
R4 - 1 hundred thousand to 5 hundred thousand tons

R2 - 1 million to 5 million tons

Source: WSDOT Freight System Division – 2012 Freight Rail Data.

Major marine port

Barge intermodal facility (non-port)

Strategic waterway corridors: 

W1 - Greater than 25 million tons

W3 - 5 million to 10 million tons
W4 - 2.5 million to 5 million tons

W2 - 10 million to 25 million tons

Barge ports
Grain Shuttle 
loading facilities

July 2013

Grain Shipment Intermodal Facilities Located on Washington State Economic Rail and Waterway Corridors

Cereal Grain
Production Field

Grain Shuttle Facility:
A grain elevator or terminal 
that has the capability to 
load or unload a minimum of 
one, 110-car unit train (about 
12,000 tons) within 8 hours 
of arrival. The cooperative or 
shipper receives preferential 
rates because of the 
signi�cant operational 
ef�ciency created with this 
type of terminal.

Source: High Volume Receiver. Grain Journal, July/August 2004.

Source: younglovellc.com

Grain Barge Loading Facility


