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Floating bridge and landings construction update

On Monday, Sept. 30, Pontoon W returned to Lake Washington after drydock repairs at Harbor Island (in Elliott Bay).
Throughout the summer crews were busy repairing Pontoons W and T in drydock facilities. The repairs, endorsed by an 
expert panel, are necessary to ensure that the new bridge meets its 75-year design life. For more information, please visit: 
www.bit.ly/520ProgressUpdate

Key Resources: For more information: 

Construction hotline: 425-576-7098

E-mail: SR520Bridge@wsdot.wa.gov

Visit the Web site: 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge

Mail:	 Washington State
	 Department of Transportation
	 SR 520 Program Office 
	 999 3rd Avenue, Suite 900 
	 Seattle, WA 98104

SR 520 Orange Page
Our new Orange Page is a one-stop shop for all 
SR 520 construction updates.
Visit: www.bit.ly/520OrangePage

Highway closure update
The next full highway closure is expected in early 
2014. In the meantime, be prepared for ongoing 
overnight westbound closures of the floating bridge 
and continued drawspan openings. For up-to-date 
highway closure information, please visit our website.
Visit: www.bit.ly/520Closures

In early October, SR 520 construction crews began 
installing 24 piles for a new floating bridge pontoon 
staging area. As shown in the graphic below, the 
staging area is located in Lake Washington, near 
the west approach for the existing SR 520 bridge, 
between Madison Park and Laurelhurst. The 
staging area is being built entirely within WSDOT’s 
permitted limits of construction.

The illustration of the staging area below (indicated 
by a dashed, orange rectangle) shows an example 

of pontoon configurations that might be moored 
in the staging area. The number and types of 
pontoons in the staging area may change as the 
contractor assembles the new floating bridge or 
moves pontoons to other work areas on Lake 
Washington.

The first pontoons will be moved to the staging 
area as early as November. For more information: 

Visit: http://bit.ly/520FloatingBridge
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Title VI Notice to Public 
It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, 
on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any 
of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been 
violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional information 
regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, 
please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinators, George Laue at (509) 324-6018 or Jonte’ Sulton at 
(360) 705-7082.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information 
This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Affairs 
team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or 
hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711. 

SR 520 fall construction newsletter
Visit our website at:
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge
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East Approach Area and Eastside Staging Area
• Repair work continues on two of the cycle 1 pontoons.
• Column construction completed on Pontoon A near Medina.  
 Pontoon A is the western cross pontoon.
• Crews removed the in-water cofferdam at Pier 1 after completing 
 construction of the pier foundations and columns.

Medina Shore
• The top section of the north pier column at Pier 2 was completed. 
• Balanced cantilever construction began at Pier 2. 
• Crews finished retaining wall and boat dock construction
 for the bridge maintenance facility.

West Approach Area and West Side Staging Area
• Crews mobilized barges and equipment for West Connection   
 Bridge (WCB) construction.
• Drilling and concrete placement began for the first WCB support  
 columns.
• Workers built and installed large crossbeams on top of columns at  
 Pier 36.
• Crews began installing the west side staging area to temporarily  
 moor pontoons until they are needed for the new bridge.
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Mid-Lake Area
• Crews finished up major anchor testing work.

Construction crews continue to make progress on the 
West Connection Bridge in Seattle. 

Work crews are building 19 support columns as part of 
the West Connection Bridge project in Seattle.

The next stage of construction: West Connection Bridge
Drivers across Lake Washington are well aware 
that floating bridge construction is impressive. 
Pontoons are on the lake, bridge piers are under 
construction, and progress to build the new floating 
bridge continues. On the west end of the existing 
floating bridge, crews are also building a 1,330 foot-
long bridge that will join the new floating bridge to 
the existing SR 520 highway near Madison Park in 
Seattle.

This bridge, called the West Connection Bridge, 
is located 300 feet north of the Madison Park 
shoreline and is being built entirely on Lake 
Washington (see map to the left). This interim 
bridge will be in place until both westbound 
and eastbound lanes from Montlake have been 
completed. Several column foundations being 
constructed now will also be used for the future 
permanent eastbound structure.

When the West Connection Bridge opens to traffic 
along with the new floating bridge, drivers and 
transit riders will be able to cross the new floating 
bridge without missing a beat. Traffic will be moved 
to the new bridge with a series of weekend closures 
in late 2015 or early 2016. 

This is all part of WSDOT’s effort to keep 
Washington moving. 

For more information:

Visit: www.bit.ly/520WestConnection
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 Lake Washington construction highlights


