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SR 7 Route Development Plan (Phase 1) 
Public Meeting Summary 

 
 
Meeting Date: August 4, 2005 
 
Location: Bob Lyle Community Center, Morton WA 
 

Southwest Region and Olympic Region WSDOT held the second Open House for SR 7 
Route Development Plan (RDP).  Staff was available to discuss information regarding 
Access Management, Real Estate Services, Wildlife Habitat, US 12 Scenic Byway 
Project information, Traffic Analysis and data gathered from past meetings.  The goal 
of the evening was to obtain solutions and ideas from the public regarding 
improvements for SR 7 between milepost (0.00 -16.82).  Attendance was light even 
though the meeting was mentioned via press releases, an article in the East County 
Journal and advertised through a mailer and a public service announcement on Mike’s 
TV.      

  

Lynn Hakes from WSDOT’s Olympic Region shared information with the public about 
the route development study process.  Lynn presented the vision statement and goals 
developed earlier in the RDP process by the stakeholder committee.  The public was 
provided an opportunity to comment on the process, vision statement, and study goals.  
 
 
Vicki Steigner from WSDOT’s Olympic Region was available to discuss and answer 
questions pertaining to Access Management.   Access Management preserves capacity, 
promotes safety and helps the scenic quality.   A detailed description of managed 
access classifications were outlined in a handout, and a proposed change to the current 
highway class of SR7 was discussed and made available to the public for comment.   

  
 
 
 
Seth Gallant from WSDOT’s Southwest Region reported on the Traffic Analysis 
segment of this RDP study.  He was available to answer questions and shared visually 
the accident data collected on SR7 via displays, charts and graphs.  The data showed 
that accidents involved are passenger cars and not trucks.  The accidents that occurred 
out of town were mostly single vehicle accidents.  The analysis of accidents by time of 
day suggests that high volume and congestion are not major contributors to the number 
of accidents on the study route.  More accidents happen on Fridays and Saturdays than 
other days of the week, which could be due to recreational traffic.  More accidents 
occur in the winter season (December, January and February) than in summer.  The 
primary cause of accidents is exceeding a safe speed for snowy and icy conditions.  The 
accident data shows the section of SR 7 between MP 1.8 and MP 2.02 is where a 
number of severe accidents have occurred, and this location could be a candidate for 
installing guardrail.   
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Ed Gilda from the WSDOT Southwest Region Real Estate Services was present to 
discuss right-of-way owned by the Department of Transportation in the study area of 
SR 7.  Ed presented plan sheets that showed the area of SR 7 from US 12 to Elbe.  In 
the 1960’s plans were developed for a bypass route near SR 7.  During that time 
WSDOT bought some of the property along with limited access rights.  In the 1990’s a 
resolution to vacate limited access in this area occurred.  The Department has sold all 
but 7 parcels it originally purchased for the bypass.  Ed was available to discuss how 
the remaining parcels still owned by WSDOT can be purchased by a member of the 
public on a parcel-by-parcel basis.   
 
 
Craig Broadhead from WSDOT’s Headquarters Environmental Affairs Office 
presented information about wildlife and habitat connectivity.  Craig’s office maintains 
a database of deer and elk killed along Washington State highways.  The database has 
over 58,000 records, but not everything is reported and the level of reporting varies.  
The information available only shows where wildlife doesn’t cross successfully, and 
not the areas where they do.  The area of SR 7 between milepost (0.00 to 16.82) for the 
years of 2000 to 2004 showed a low number of does and bucks killed.  The months of 
June and July were the highest, which is during fawning season.  Craig was available to 
share this statistical data, methods used to prevent wildlife from being killed while 
crossing highways, the possibility of installing special crossing signs along the highway 
to warn tourists who are not familiar with the area and other methods of protecting 
wildlife.  WSDOT is currently working on establishing a statewide policy to ensure 
habitat concerns are addressed, look at ways to educate the public and look for 
partnership opportunities. 
 
 
Curt Warber, a consultant working on the US 12 Scenic Byway Project, was available 
to discuss a gateway treatment for the City of Morton that had been created by the 
stakeholders involved with the project at the intersection of US 12 and SR 7 (mile post 
0.00-0.11).  Coordination between the US 12 Scenic Byway Project and the SR 7 Route 
Development Plan is important to insure that the intersection of these two important 
highways is addressed in the same fashion in both plans.  The two separate study teams 
will work together to collect comment from local residents and share results. 

 
 

Karyn Anderson from WSDOT’s Southwest Region and Yvette Liufau from WSDOT’s 
Olympic Region led the public through a brainstorm exercise to come up with solutions 
for ways to improve the study area on SR 7.  The list of brainstorm ideas gathered at 
the last stakeholder committee meeting, guardrail data and traffic data were made 
available at this workstation.  The “dislikes” gathered from the public during the 
“Likes/Dislikes” exercise from past meetings were also recorded and on display.   The 
public was asked to provide comments and solutions for improvements to SR 7.  The 
public brainstormed the following ideas: 
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List of Brainstormed Solutions and Comments: 

 
• Deer in this area-milepost 15 to milepost 16. 
• Shaded area at milepost 14. 
• Run Off Road at milepost 14. 
• Need warning signs between milepost 13 and milepost 14. 
• Need Left Turn Lane southbound for traffic heading to Mineral. 
• Turn Out Lane needed and posted around milepost 13. 
• Sight distance problem at Mineral turnoff. 
• Acute angle makes the corner difficult; need a turn lane to Mineral.  Make a T 

with turn lane and acceleration lane. 
• Fire Station at Mineral covers all of the north end of the route  
• Need turn out lane around Summit Divide area. 
• Replace “Summit Creek” signs with elevation 1740, the northbound and 

southbound signs have been stolen. 
• Need signing about steep hill and curve between milepost 6 and milepost 7. 
• Foggy area near milepost 6. 
• Maybe unsuitable soils for construction between milepost 5 and milepost 6.  

Heavy clay soil unstable.  Near historic corduroy road. 
• Extend 45 mph speed reduction to beyond the curves or row of houses. 
• Have seen a decrease of accidents in the 45 mph area, especially in front of the 

D.M.V. 
• At Klasey Road trucks make a turning movement from Hampton Lumber on the 

eastside of SR 7 to the westside of SR 7.   Feels a reduction of accidents are 
occurring here due to the newly implemented speed reduction.  Cars are now 
traveling at a slower rate and can avoid collision with these trucks. 

• At Fairhart Way remove obstruction to view southbound. 
• Issue here at Fairhart Way is Access Management. 
• Watch for change of zoning end of year, near Lester and SR 7. 
• Hampton received funding to build railroad spur. 
• Bikes need shoulders on entire route.  Lots of tours use this route.  For horses 

too.  Six feet should be enough (maybe).  It doesn’t need to be paved.  Grass or 
gravel would be great. 

• Deer and elk on roadway at milepost 3. 
• Skiers with 4-wheel drive, signs for ice could help.  Especially at milepost    

2.5-3.0 
• Add double yellow lines between milepost 2.5-3.5. 
• Passing lane or wide turn out between houses and railroad at milepost 2.0 – 3.0. 
• Row of houses has drain fields and septic tanks in the back of houses.  An 

easement to gain access in the back of the houses is not a good option.  Option 
for bus pullout or a turn around must be considered in the front of the houses. 

• Double yellow line near row of houses. 
• Straighten bridge at milepost 2.5.  It doesn’t align with the roadway. 
• Realign the curve at milepost 2.5, it surprises southbound traffic.   
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• Super elevation of road makes you slide off the road between milepost 2 and 
milepost 2.5. 

• Icy conditions after milepost 2 and before milepost 2.5, needs guardrail. 
• Smooth out curves before milepost 2, it’s bad during icy conditions. 
• Need guardrail before milepost 2. 
• Dangerous access at Fairhart.  Visual problem at hill and corner because of 

shrubs.  Cut back or remove shrubs. 
• Do not put yellow or no parking on curbs, as it is hard enough to find parking 

for these businesses at SR 7 and Jct. 508. 
• No stop light at SR 7 and Jct. SR 508.  Issue is truck could speed up to beat the 

red light.   
• Sensor stop light at SR 7 and Jct. SR 508. 
• Extend yellow curb/no parking farther from intersection.  (SR 7 and Jct. 508) 
• Community Action Plan-Increasing radius not realistic at SR 7 and Jct. 508.  No 

room.  Wouldn’t be any sidewalks left.  It’s better to sign that SR 508 is not a 
truck route. 

• People run Flashing Light at SR 7 and Jct. 508 because they think it’s a 4 way 
stop. 

• Do not put in a one way next to Post Office.  It failed. 
• Parking Lot of Post Office has elderly driving in and out everywhere. 
• Parking eastside of SR 7 near IGA and parking lot near school needs improved 

drainage.  It floods every year.   
• Need guardrail to protect driver from running into ditches off of SR 7 near 

Westlake. 
• Roundabouts vote of 2 No’s and 1 Yes.  One No -due to the back up it would 

cause onto US 12. 
• Add Curb on westside of Westlake in front of Chevron. 
• Concern with traffic access at Chevron. 
• Too wide at Westlake. 
• Like southbound right turn lane onto Westlake to get out of the way of the log 

trucks. 
• Bowling alley and Recreation Center Opening west of Westlake.  Will have 

recreation center, golf, bumper boats, ice rink and will increase traffic on 
Westlake. 

• I have witnessed numerous accidents from milepost 1-3 in the winter that are 
not reported due to the lack of inquiry. 

• SR 7 is the second north-south highway when I-5 Blocked.  Concerned about 
the ability to provide EMS.  Need financial support for this unfunded service. 

• SR 7 Outside of the City needs turn out lanes; during hunting season (out of 
town traffic) or for vacationers that are unfamiliar with the route. 

• Post turn out lanes. 
 

The next public meeting is scheduled for October 13, at 6:00 pm at the Bob Lyle 
Community Center in Morton. 


