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Crews to install temporary "smart signal" on S. 178th Street 
overpass during repairs  
 

Crews will reduce the S. 178th Street overpass between SeaTac and Tukwila back to one 
lane of alternating traffic on Wednesday, Feb. 20 in preparation for replacing the damaged 
bridge girder across southbound I-5. This time around crews will install a temporary “smart 
signal” to avoid the back-ups driver’s experienced last time the overpass was restricted. 
The signal will be able to detect traffic back-ups and adjust signal timing automatically to 
reduce delays. Crews will also install “do not block intersection” signs to remind drivers to 
leave room for local street access. These restrictions will be in place until repairs are 
completed in May 2008.   

New report proposes ways to replace pavement and improve traffic 
on I-5 

We completed a planning report that identified 21 options to improve traffic flow on I-5 
between Tukwila and Northgate.  These improvements are being evaluated as part of a 
study that is analyzing a series of projects to remove and replace 16 miles of deteriorating 
concrete on I-5. We also examined ways to fix traffic chokepoints while replacing the 
pavement. Options to streamline traffic include adding a lane where possible, modifying 
ramps to improve traffic merges and improving signs.  

The pavement replacement work will give drivers a safer, smoother ride and preserve the 
freeway for another 40 years.  More design work and cost estimating is needed before the 
top two pavement projects and potential traffic operations improvements are selected from 
the list of 21 projects in 2009.   

Program cuts more than one million commute trips 

The 2003 Legislature created the Trip Reduction Performance Program to encourage 
entrepreneurs, private companies, transit services, governments, non-profit organizations, 
developers, and property managers to provide resources to employees that reduce the 
number of vehicles traveling to and from work. 

From 2005 to 2007, a total of 18 local projects were funded. How is this program working? 
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• Of the 18 selected projects, 15 were completed, and four exceeded their trip-
reduction goals.  

• The city of Redmond's Employer Commuter Club project accounted for 67 percent 
of all the trips reduced in this time period.  

• Statewide, the program exceeded the proposed trip reductions by over 36 percent.  
• Over the course of the two years, the individual programs removed nearly 1.1 

million commute vehicle trips from our highways.  

You can find more details in the Commute Options Annual Update of our December 2007 
Gray Notebook. 

 

 

Please forward this e-mail to others who might be interested. Subscribe to other e-mail updates 
from WSDOT, unsubscribe or send us your questions and comments.  
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