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Vessel Preservation Activities 
Second Quarter Fiscal Year 2008, 2007-2009 Biennium

Number of Systems 
Preserved (Cumulative)

Planned Number of 
Preservations 

Category 1 
Systems

1 43

Category 2 
Systems

4 50

Total 5 93

Data Source: WSDOT Ferry System

Terminal Construction Biennium-To-Date
Terminal construction expenditures were under spending 
by $5.1 million, a 40.7% variance from the authorized funds 
($12.6 million) for the quarter ending December 31, 2007. The 
Anacortes terminal project has been the greatest cause in the 
variance, as it was not able to secure the Right-of-Way acquisi-
tions needed in August, 2007 as had been expected.

Emergency Expenditures Biennium-To-Date
Emergency expenditures are over spending by $3.1 million, a 
194.8% variance from the authorized funds ($1.6 million) for the 
quarter ending December 31, 2007. Both the M/V Quinault and 
the M/V Illahee, required major repairs to their hulls following 
emergency inspections. These are two of the four vessels that 
are part of the Steel Electric class, which was pulled from active 
service on November 20, 2007 due to safety concerns. The M/V 
Rhododendron was still under repair for a “rudder flop” incident 
that occurred in June, 2007 when the rudder collided with the 
vessel’s propeller. 

System Preservation
In 2007, the Legislature amended the guidelines for using Life 
Cycle Models in preservation work for both vessels and termi-
nals in the ferry system. 

Vessel Preservation
Washington State Ferries uses life cycle preservation system that 
includes two system classifications (Category 1 and Category 
2 systems). Each vessel has components that are classified as 
either being a Category 1 or Category 2 system. Category 1 
systems are those components that are considered by regulatory 
agencies (such as the US Coast Guard) as “vital” to the protec-
tion of people, the environment, and infrastructure. These 
include systems necessary to start, keep in motion, stop, land, 
and unload a vessel. The Category 2 systems are all other vessel 
components that are refurbished as part of a life cycle preserva-
tion system. 

For the 2007-2009 Biennium, WSF has planned on refurbishing 
or replacing 43 Category 1 systems and 50 Category 2 systems. 
So far this biennium, WSF has replaced one Category 1 compo-
nent, which was a steel replacement on the hull of the M/V Hyak. 
There have been four Category 2 systems replaced, including 
three structural preservation activities on the M/V Tacoma, and 
one piping replacement on the M/V Issaquah. 

Terminal Preservation
Following the 2007 legislative changes to life cycle preserva-
tion requirements, the ferry system adopted the WSDOT bridge 
structural condition rating system to evaluate its terminal facili-
ties. Conditions were reported in the September 30, 2007 edition 
(p. 107) of the Gray Notebook. In the future, terminal conditions 
will be reported annually in the June 30th edition along side the 
annual Bridge Assessment report.

Washington State Ferries 
Quarterly Report

 

Emergency Expenditures  
Washington State Ferry System  
�rough Second Quarter, Fiscal Year 2008
Cumulative Dollars in Millions
Authorized vs. Actual Expenditures

Data Source: WSDOT Ferry System
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The M/V Klickitat, one of the four Steel Electric ferries, sits in dry dock in 
Seattle for inspections after all four vessels were pulled from service
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Rail: Quarterly Update

 

State Supported Amtrak Cascades
Washington State is one of 13 states that provide operating funds 
to Amtrak for intercity passenger rail service. Amtrak Cascades 
train operations span 466 miles of rail between Eugene, Oregon 
and Vancouver, BC.  Amtrak Cascades uses five European 
designed Talgo trains for daily operations.  Three of the five 
trains are owned by Washington State, and the other two are 
owned by Amtrak.

Amtrak Cascades service is jointly funded by Amtrak, Washing-
ton, and Oregon.  Amtrak provides operating funds for one daily 
round trip route, Oregon provides for two routes, and Washing-
ton, through WSDOT, provides for four routes. 

Ridership Grows in 2007 
State-supported Amtrak Cascades ridership totaled 457,498 for 
2007, an increase of 9.5% over the previous year. Ridership on 
all Amtrak Cascades trains was 676,760 in 2007. This was a 7.4% 
increase over 2006.  

This growth occurred despite service disruptions between 
August and October when the entire fleet of Amtrak Cascades 
Talgo trainsets was removed for service for repairs (see Septem-
ber 30, 2007 Gray Notebook). Limited schedules utilizing 
substitute equipment occurred during that time period.

On-Time Performance Remains Steady But Below Goal
On-time performance for state-supported Amtrak Cascades 
trains averaged 61.4% in the fourth quarter of 2007, compared 
to 62% in the third quarter of 2007, and 43% on-time over 
the fourth quarter of 2006. Annual on-time performance for 
2007 averaged 59.5%, a substantial improvement over the 45% 
on-time performance for 2006. 

Although below WSDOT and Amtrak’s goal of 80% on-time or 
better, the on-time arrival rate of 76.5% in October 2007 marked 
the best monthly performance for state-supported Amtrak 
Cascades trains in three years. WSDOT continues to work with 
BNSF and Amtrak to identify opportunities to improve on-time 
performance, including modifying operating practices. 

State Supported Amtrak Cascades Monthly Ridership
Number of Passengers

Data Source: Amtrak and WSDOT Rail Office
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Data Source: Amtrak and WSDOT Rail Office
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Farebox Recovery Increases 2.35% More Than Costs in 2007
Farebox recovery measures the percentage of total operat-
ing costs offset by operating revenues.  This measure helps 
reveal how well trains are performing financially, the level of 
public subsidy that is required to keep the trains in operation, 
and highlights areas where WSDOT and Amtrak should take 
action to improve ridership, revenues, and reduce costs where 
possible.

State Supported Amtrak Cascades  
Ridership by Funding Entity

Funding Partner 2006 20071

State of Washington 417,671 457,498

State of Oregon 102,164 106,755

Amtrak 110,161 112,507

Total Ridership 629,996 676,760

Data Source: Amtrak and WSDOT Rail Office
1New Seattle-Portland daily round trip added in July 2006. This service is funded by the State 
of Washington
Note: Washington-funded service: Amtrak Cascades 501, 506, 507 (between Seattle and 
Portland), 508, 510, 513, 516, and 517
Oregon-funded service: Amtrak Cascades 500, 504, 507 (between Portland and Eugene), 
and 509 (between Portland and Eugene)
Amtrak-funded service: Amtrak Cascades 500 and 509 (between Seattle and Portland)

WSDOT Rail Program Status

Amtrak Cascades ridership totaled 457,498 
for 2007, an increase of 7.4%

Amtrak Cascades on-time performance 
averaged 59.5% in 2007

Amtrak Cascades farebox recovery totaled 
$28.3 million in 2007, an increase of 13%

2,359 carloads of grain were shipped 
in  2007, a 35% increase over 2006
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Rail: Quarterly Update

 

Washington Grain Train Carloads  
Carloads per month 2007 vs. 2006
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Grain Train: A Washington State Cooperative
In the early 1990s, a national shortage of rail hopper cars 
made it difficult and expensive for Washington State farmers 
to get grain to market. To help alleviate this chronic short-
age of grain cars, the Washington State Energy Office and 
WSDOT used federal funds to purchase 29 used grain cars 
to carry wheat and barley from loading facilities in eastern 
Washington to export facilities in western Washington and 
Oregon.

Today, the Washington State Grain Train has over 2,500 
cooperative members and owns 89 grain cars (71 are owned 
by the state, and 18 are owned by the Port of Walla Walla). 
The Union Pacific Railroad, BNSF Railway Company, and 
Washington short line railroads operate the cars and carry 
the grain to market.  Since its beginning, the Washington 
State Grain Train program has carried over 9,000 carloads 
totaling more than 900,000 tons of grain from Washington 
to national and international markets.

Twenty-nine cars are positioned on the Columbia Basin 
Railroad that extends from Moses Lake to Connell.  These 
cars are interchanged with BNSF Railway and are trans-
ported to ports in Vancouver, Portland, and Kalama.  The 
remaining Grain Train cars continue to be used in a shuttle 
service between grain elevators on the PV Hooper line and 
the Blue Mountain line to a barge facility on the Columbia 
River.  Barges then transport the grain to export terminals in 
Vancouver, Kalama, and Portland.

In FFY (Federal Fiscal Year) 2007, state-supported Amtrak 
Cascades trains had a farebox recovery of 49.4%. This is slightly 
better than the 48.4% farebox recovery in FFY 2006. State 
supported Amtrak Cascades operating costs totaled $28.3 
million in FFY 2007, which was 10.65% higher than the previous 
year.  This increase was primarily driven by increased fuel costs 
and incentive payments to BNSF for improved on-time perfor-
mance.  Operating revenues totaled just under $14 million in 
FFY 2007, which was 13% higher than the previous year.

Total taxpayer subsidies for Washington state-supported 
Amtrak Cascades trains were $14.3 million in FFY 2007. This 
figure includes maintenance costs for the three state-owned 
trainsets used in Amtrak Cascades daily operations.

Amtrak Cascades Farebox Recovery
Federal Fiscal Year 2005-2006
Millions of Dollars

Data Source: WSDOT Rail Office
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Washington State Grain Train
The Washington Grain Train is a financially self-sustaining 
transportation program that supports the state’s agricultural 
community while helping short line railroads maintain a suffi-
cient customer base for long-term financial viability.
2007 Demand for Grain Train Cars Exceeds 2006 by 35%
Use of the grain cars remains extremely strong. Total carloads 
for the fourth quarter of 2007 increased 78% over the fourth 
quarter of 2006. There were 629 carloads shipped in the fourth 
quarter of 2007 compared with 353 in the fourth quarter of 
2006. In total, 2,359 carloads were shipped in 2007 compared to 
1,836 carloads in 2006, a 35% increase.
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Highlights of Program
Activities

 

Project Starts: Updates and 
Completions

Project Starts

SR 99 Alaskan Way Viaduct
Construction began October 15 on the first 
of six safety projects to repair or replace 
Seattle’s Alaskan Way Viaduct. These 
“Moving Forward” projects will replace 
or repair about half of the seismically 
vulnerable viaduct by 2012.  Crews began 
work to stabilize four viaduct column 
footings between Columbia Street and 
Yesler Way. The columns in this location 
have settled approximately five inches 
into the ground since the 2001 Nisqually 
earthquake. WSDOT previously deter-
mined that the threshold for emergency 
repairs was six inches, but chose to make 
the repairs sooner because of a trend of 
continued settlement. The repairs will 
take about six months to complete. This 
temporary repair improves safety for 
drivers until this section of the viaduct is 
replaced. 

SR 96 Snohomish
On December 11, crews began work to 
repair a damaged section of SR 96 (Seattle 
Hill Road) and reopen it to traffic. The 
project replaced a culvert that failed 
during the December 3 storms, washing 
out the ground under the roadway. Crews 
replaced the failed 18-inch pipe with a 
10-foot by 5-foot box culvert, which will 
accommodate larger volumes of water 
and improve fish passage. In addition 
to the culvert replacement, crews also 
replaced a damaged retaining wall on the 
downhill side of the road, added a new 
retaining wall on the uphill side of the 
road, repaved the damaged section of SR 
96, replaced the guardrail and handrail, 
and repaired the drainage system. The 
roadway was reopened to traffic on 
December 31.

SR 530 Darrington
In early October crews began a race 
against time and weather to protect SR 
530 from collapsing into the rising Sauk 
River north of Darrington. They used 
more than 100 trees and 15,000 tons of 
rock to armor the riverbank and protect 
the road from the river. In November 
2006, the river ate more than 40 feet of 
riverbank, moving within 15 feet of the 
highway in places. Crews completed the 
$2 million emergency road protection 
project by the end of October. 

Project Updates

I-5 Tacoma
A new four-lane, mile-long northbound 
collector-distributor (C-D) facility – the 
centerpiece of a $72.9 million “Nickel” 
construction project – opened on I-5 
in Tacoma on December 8. The new 
lanes and connections will dramati-
cally improve safety and mobility at this 
major chokepoint in Tacoma. North-
bound I-5 from SR 16 to the Tacoma 
Dome is one of the busiest stretches 
of pavement in the county, with about 
220,000 vehicles a day – and also one of 

I-5 Everett
Crews reached a major milestone on 
the I-5 Everett HOV expansion: placing 
the final bridge girder of the project. On 
December 20 and 21, crews placed six, 
152-foot long girders. Each 80-ton girder, 
weighing as much as 16 elephants, required 
two cranes to lift them into place. Once 
the girders were positioned in their final 
locations, crews began building the lanes 
that will carry traffic on and below the 
bridge. The new bridge will carry south-
bound I-5 traffic. North and southbound 
I-5 HOV traffic headed to or from Broad-
way Avenue will travel under the bridge 
using the old left-hand Broadway exit. 
When the project is complete, crews will 
have widened or built 23 bridges using 
251 girders made of 24 million pounds of 
steel and concrete – about the weight of 
108 Boeing 787 airplanes.

the highest accident locations in the state. 
In addition to the C-D lanes, changes 
include a new on-ramp to northbound 
I-5 from 38th Street (Tacoma Mall), and 
a new connection from eastbound SR 16 
to northbound I-5. This project untangles 
the weave between SR 16 drivers moving 
left to get on I-5, and I-5 drivers moving 
right to get downtown. Eliminating the 
weave on this stretch of northbound I-5 
is expected to reduce collisions by about 
75 per year. This work is part of the I-5 
HOV Improvements, 48th Street to 
Pacific Avenue, scheduled for completion 
next spring.

Crews began work to stabilize four viaduct 
column footings on the Alaskan Way Viaduct 
between Columbia Street and Yesler Way 

A new four-lane collector-distributor opened on 
northbound I-5 in Tacoma on December 8 
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SR 9 Woodinville
Drivers on SR 9 from Woodinville to 
Maltby are now able to enjoy a new four-
lane divided highway, nearly six months 
ahead of schedule. On November 5, 
crews put the final touches on improve-
ments that transformed SR 9 from a 
two-lane road to a much safer four-lane 
divided highway. Over the past two years, 
crews have removed and replaced unsta-
ble material under and near the roadway, 
paved the two new lanes and median, 
built three stormwater runoff ponds and 
replaced culverts at Whistle Creek, Great 
Dane Creek, and Cutthroat Creek. Crews 
will continue to widen the ramps between 
SR 522 and SR 9 and install a new signal 
at the intersection of SR 524 and SR 9. 

SR 18 Maple Valley
Widening SR 18 from two lanes to four 
lanes required clearing thousands of trees 
and shrubs along the three-and-a-half 
miles between Maple Valley and Issaquah 
Hobart Road. In addition, crews added a 
median, replaced culverts with bridges, 
and built detention ponds which meant 
the clearing of even more vegetation. 
Now WSDOT is restoring more than 
63 acres of the SR 18 roadside affected 
by the widening project. In November 
crews started planting the first of more 
than 60,000 native trees and shrubs. The 
planting will be finished in mid-January, 
which is about a month ahead of sched-
ule. As the plants and shrubs mature, they 

will help prevent erosion, improve water 
quality, restore the rural character of the 
roadside, provide a buffer between the 
highway and its neighbors, and serve as 
wildlife habitat and corridors. 

SR 20 Anacortes
Drivers have a new signal directing traffic 
through the Thompson Road intersection 
on SR 20 near Anacortes. Dry weather 
allowed crews to paint the permanent 
lane markings at the intersection and 
turn the signal on October 23. The signal 
is expected to improve safety for the 
thousands of drivers who use the inter-
section every day, especially those that 
turn on and off the highway at Thompson 
Road. The signal will be interconnected 
with three other nearby signals stretch-
ing from Sharpes Corner to Reservation 
Road.

SR 123 Cayuse Pass
SR 123 within Mount Rainier National 
Park reopened September 28 follow-
ing extensive flood damage repair. A 
10.9-mile long segment of SR 123, from 
just south of Cayuse Pass (intersection 
with SR 410) to just north of the intersec-
tion with the Stevens Canyon Road, had 
been closed to all traffic since Novem-
ber 2006. Crews worked through most 
of October to restore vegetation at the 
repaired sites along SR 123.  WSDOT 
closed the pass for the season on Novem-
ber 29.

SR 543 Blaine 
On December 5, WSDOT opened new 
designated truck lanes to help improve 
freight mobility and relieve congestion 
on SR 543, the nation’s fourth busiest 
commercial crossing on the U.S.-Can-
ada border. The two new lanes north 
of D Street separate commercial trucks 
from passenger vehicles, align them 
with their border inspection booths, and 
provide more storage room as they wait 
to cross the border. The new lanes also 
open the door for the Free and Secure 

Trade (FAST) program. FAST functions 
by dedicating one lane to pre-approved 
truck drivers, carriers and importers 
so they can skip long lines and quickly 
cross the border, saving time and money. 
More than 700,000 trucks use SR 543 
every year, and it is estimated that before 
the improvements were made, conges-
tion cost trucking companies $22 million 
annually. Trucks routinely backed up 
from the border more than a mile down 
the highway.  The project was completed 
six months ahead of schedule and cost 
$49 million.

I-405 Kirkland
Governor Gregoire officially opened new 
lanes and an improved interchange on 
I-405 in Kirkland on October 30. The 
project includes one new lane in each 
direction of I-405 between NE 85th and 
NE 124th Streets; three wetland resto-
ration sites; an improved fish-passable 
culvert under I-405 at Forbes Creek; and 
three new noise walls. Crews widened the 
NE 116th Street bridge structure to accom-
modate the new highway lanes, along 
with future interchange and pedestrian 
improvements at NE 116th Street. The 
Kirkland Nickel Stage 1 Project increases 
highway capacity by one-third, allowing 
travelers to move through the “Kirkland 
Crawl” more quickly.

Highlights of Program
Activities

 

WSDOT is restoring more than 63 acres of 
roadside affected by the SR 18 widening project 

New lanes and the improved interchange on I-405 
in Kirkland  were officially opened to traffic on 
October 30
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Project Completions

US 2 Stevens Pass
Crews completed work on an 8-mile-long 
paving project on US 2 at Stevens Pass 
in early October. This project provided 
a new driving surface on the west side 
of Stevens Pass from Deception Creek 
Bridge to the summit. In addition, crews 
added safety improvements includ-
ing a new guardrail, new warning signs, 
centerline rumble strips, and new reflec-
tive pavement markers. 

SR 3/SR 303 Bremerton
On November 7, WSDOT opened the new 
northbound SR 3 off-ramp to southbound 
SR 303 – providing a direct freeway-to-
freeway connection and allowing vehicles 
to bypass the signals at both the Clear 
Creek Road and the Waaga Way over-
crossing bridge. WSDOT also opened a 
new on-ramp from SR 303 to southbound 
SR 3 on November 13. Crews reconfig-
ured the existing on-ramp to southbound 
SR 3 to restrict left turns, and removed a 
traffic signal, allowing continuous traffic 
flow at this location.

SR 17 Moses Lake
The ribbon was cut October 8 on a $15.5 
million project that expanded the last 
three mile, two lane segment of SR 17 in 
Moses Lake to four lanes between the 
Port of Moses Lake and I-90. The added 
lanes improve safety for drivers and 
increases access and mobility for freight 
haulers and shippers. There are 900 acres 
of quickly developing industrial property 
located at the airport three miles north of 
the project and another 350 acres just east 
of the project in the Wheeler Industrial 
Corridor. 

SR 270 Pullman 
SR 270 between Pullman and the Idaho 
border is now in its five-lane configura-
tion, with one new lane in each direction 
and a center turn-lane.  Crews activated 
the signal at Airport Road near Moscow, 

Idaho on November 8 and then completed 
installing new guideposts, signing, and 
guardrail. 

SR 522 Lake Forest Park
Signal crews activated a new signal system 
at NE 153rd Street on SR 522 in Lake 
Forest Park on October 17. This was the 
final milestone in a project that improves 
transit access, traffic flow and safety on 
this busy stretch of SR 522. Crews built a 
new transit pullout at a safer location for 
buses to pick up riders with fewer traffic 
and transit delays. The new signal allows 
pedestrians safer access to the transit 
stops on both sides of the roadway. Crews 
began construction in fall 2006 and 
completed this project one month ahead 
of schedule. This $8.5 million project is 
one of several projects collectively known 
as the SR 522 - I-5 to I-405 Multimodal 
Project. 

Ferries

Steel Electric Ferries Pulled from 
Service
On November 20 Secretary of Trans-
portation Paula Hammond announced 
that Washington State Ferries (WSF) 
would pull all Steel Electric class vessels 
out of service to ensure passenger safety. 
This closed the Port Townsend-Key-
stone car ferry route and brought the 
M.V. Snohomish into passenger-only 
service on this route.  On December 13, 
WSF also added a temporary passenger 
ferry service between Port Townsend and 
Seattle to accommodate holiday shoppers. 
Washington State Ferries owns four 
80-year-old Steel Electric class vessels 
– the Quinault, Klickitat, Illahee and 
Nisqually. These vessels predominantly 
serve the Port Townsend-Keystone and 
San Juan Islands inter-island routes. They 
are the only ferries in the system capable 
of operating in Keystone’s narrow and 
shallow harbor.  The ferries were pulled 
from service in order to perform exten-

sive inspections of the Steel Electric hulls.  
Ongoing work on the Quinault revealed 
significant hull pitting along the keel that 
likely extends to all four Steel Electric 
vessels.

Public Transportation
WSDOT Awards Innovative Projects 
to Reduce Trips 
In November WSDOT announced 
funding for 14 new projects for the 
2007-2009 Trip Reduction Performance 
Program (TRPP). With an additional $1 
million provided by the Washington State 
Legislature in 2007, WSDOT was able to 
award a second round of projects that 
help employees get to work using fewer 
vehicles. Contractors will provide incen-
tives that get people out of their cars and 
onto buses, trains, vanpools, and other 
commute alternatives. Together, these 
projects propose to remove 2,668 daily 
commute vehicle trips. 

WSDOT Regional Mobility Grants 
Help Clark County Commuters 
Clark County Transit System officials 
held a ribbon-cutting on November 16 to 
celebrate the completion of the new 99th 
Street Transit Center and expanded bus 
service. The 99th Street Transit Center 
will support expanded bus service on 
the highly congested I-5 route across the 
Washington/Oregon border.  The transit 
center and 12 additional daily round 
trips by bus give Clark County commut-
ers more options for leaving their cars 
at home. These projects were paid for in 
part through $1.19 million in WSDOT 
Regional Mobility Grants. A 2005 WSDOT 
Regional Mobility Grant provided 
$600,000 for access road and intersection 
improvements near the transit center. 
A 2007 grant provided $590,000 for 
the express bus service from the transit 
center to Portland, Oregon. In addition 
to higher levels of rush hour service, the 
project adds a mid-day and late evening 
connection between downtown Portland, 

Highlights of Program
Activities
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the 99th Street Transit Center and the 
Salmon Creek Park and Ride. Every day 
130,300 vehicles cross the I-5 Interstate 
Bridge over the Columbia River.

Motorist/Project Information
A New Traffic Camera Added for 
Stevens Pass 
New traffic camera images were added on 
the WSDOT web site for the summit of 
Stevens Pass. While an east view of US 2 at 
the summit has been available for nearly 
a decade, the new camera provides a view 
to the west. The new camera views the 
entrance to Stevens Pass Ski Area parking. 
The entire installation cost approximately 
$10,000, far less than a typical traffic 
camera installation. Stevens Pass Ski Area 
allowed installation of the camera on the 
lodge building (at no cost), agreed to 
provide the electricity for its operation 
and assisted in the construction. 

WSDOT Upgrades Seattle Traffic 
Computer 
WSDOT’s software engineers are in the 
process of updating the computer system 
that controls the WSDOT traffic map, 
freeway cameras, ramp meters, electronic 
message signs, and travel times in the 
greater Puget Sound area. The current 
mainframe computer is over 15 years 
old and in need of replacement. The 
computer was cutting edge technology 
when it was first used to power WSDOT’s 
traveler information systems in the 
Seattle traffic management center. Today 
the computer handles eight times more 
data then when it was first turned on no 
longer has additional space to expand 
traveler information in the greater Puget 
Sound region. Before the switch to the 
new system occurs, WSDOT software 
engineers are currently putting the system 
through a series of rigorous tests over 
several months to make sure everything 
is in working order. They plan to finish 
testing and switch over to the new system 
by the first of the year. The new software 

will allow for future expansions includ-
ing expanded traffic data on I-5 through 
Everett in Spring 2008. 

Rail
WSDOT Calls for Capital Freight Rail 
Projects that Advance Economic   
Development 

WSDOT issued a call for projects that 
promote economic development through 
the advancement of freight rail activities. 
Railroads, port districts, rail districts, 
private companies and local govern-
ments can compete for Rail Bank project 
funds, totaling $2.5 million for 2007-2009 
projects. Funding for the Rail Bank may 
increase to $5 million in future biennium. 
An organization can receive up to 
$250,000 for rail capital projects, and 
must be matched by at least 20 percent of 
funds from other sources. Proposals were 
due on October 25, 2007.  “The goal of 
the Rail Bank is to assist with the funding 
of smaller capital rail projects,” said 
Scott Witt, State Rail & Marine Direc-
tor. “By making these funds available, the 
legislature is helping to improve freight 
movement by rail throughout the state.” 

Aviation
WSDOT Extends Public Comment 
Period for LATS Phase III Draft 
Communication Plan 
WSDOT Aviation extended the public 
comment period for the Long-Term Air 
Transportation Study (LATS) Phase III 
Draft Communication Plan to January 
4, 2008. The draft communication plan 
outlines the key outreach objectives and 
strategies to ensure that the public is 
kept informed and involved throughout 
LATS Phase III. The comment period 
for the plan began on Nov. 19, 2007. All 
comments received during this period 
will be summarized and presented to the 
Aviation Planning Council for its review 
in February 2008.

Announcements, Awards, and 
Events
Governor Gregoire Announces 
Additional Safety Improvements 
Coming to US 2
On October 8, Governor Chris Gregoire 
announced the designation of US 2 as a 
safety corridor to improve driver safety on 
the highway. The safety corridor designa-
tion means that US 2 is eligible for grant 
funding for targeted education, engineer-
ing, and enforcement efforts. During the 
past decade, WSDOT has invested more 
than $15 million to improve US 2 west of 
Stevens Pass. Next spring WSDOT will 
begin installing over 40 miles of rumble 
strips and high visibility permanent 
striping between Monroe and Stevens 
Pass. Immediately following the Gover-
nor’s announcement, Washington State 
Patrol shifted resources, such as motor-
cycle troopers and nighttime patrols, to 
provide additional enforcement on US 2.

Paula Hammond Sworn in as 
Secretary of Transportation
Governor Chris Gregoire made Paula 
Hammond’s appointment as Secretary 
of Transportation official on November 
5 during a brief swearing-in ceremony 
in Olympia. Hammond became the first 
female to serve as Secretary of Transpor-
tation in Washington. She manages the 
agency and its more than 7,000 employ-
ees. The agency maintains 7,000 miles of 
highways and 3,300 bridges and tunnels. 
It also operates Washington State Ferries, 
with 29 boats that carry 26 million 
passengers per year. Hammond had been 
serving as Interim Secretary since August, 
when Doug MacDonald resigned. 

WSF CEO Anderson Announces   
Retirement
On October 24 Washington State Ferries 
CEO, W. Michael Anderson announced 
his retirement after 34 years of service. 
Anderson began his career in 1973 as a 
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ticket seller. Rising steadily through the 
ranks, he was tapped in 2004 for the top 
post by then-Secretary of Transportation 
Doug MacDonald. Prior to appoint-
ment as CEO, he served as Director of 
Operations. Anderson  served until late 
December and is now exploring oppor-
tunities in the marine transportation 
industry.

WSDOT Video Introduces HOT 
Lanes and Wins National Award
The SR 167 HOT Lanes Pilot Project 
recently earned top honors for its instruc-
tional video entitled Rachel’s Drive. The 
video, which takes viewers on a virtual 
tour of high occupancy toll (HOT) lanes, 
recently was selected as a winner in the 
2008 Transportation Research Board 
competition, “Communicating with John 
and Jane Public.” WSDOT is launch-
ing the state’s first HOT lanes this spring 
on SR 167 between Renton and Auburn. 
It will be a four-year pilot project that 
allows solo drivers to pay a toll to use the 
carpool lanes. 

Rachel’s Drive competed against 80 entries 
submitted by transportation professionals 
around the world. The projects commu-
nicated with public audiences young and 
old and explained topics, such as the 
causes of traffic congestion, jobs in the 
transportation profession, bridge design 
and -- in the case of Rachel’s Drive -- how 
to use HOT lanes.  Rachel’s Drive has 
been shown at local and regional public 
meetings. It appeared on print media 
Web sites and news broadcasts, and it 
toured the state, reaching key decision 
makers and editorial boards in six cities. 
The video is posted on the SR 167 HOT 
Lanes project site at http://www.wsdot.
wa.gov/Projects/SR167/HOTLanes/.
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WSDOT’s HOT lane simulation video, 
Rachel’s Drive, won top prize in TRB’s 2008 
Communicating with John and Jane Public 
competition

SR 167 Extension Project Gets “Go 
Ahead” 
The Federal Highway Administration 
signed a Record of Decision (ROD) for 
the SR 167 Extension project. The ROD 
is a critical milestone that completes the 
environmental documentation process 
and allows WSDOT to move forward with 
advanced engineering and design of the 
project. While it’s not clear when construc-
tion funding for the SR 167 Extension 
will be identified, WSDOT is continu-
ing to advance design and right-of-way 
purchase in the corridor. To date, the SR 
167 Extension project has purchased 81 of 
the approximately 250 separate pieces of 
property needed to complete the highway. 
WSDOT is currently in negotiations to 
purchase nearly 20 additional parcels, 
while continuing to focus on undevel-
oped property.

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR167/HOTLanes/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR167/HOTLanes/
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information
Persons with disabilities may request this information be prepared and 
supplied in alternate formats by calling the Washington State Depart-

ment of Transportation at (360) 705-7097.  Persons who are deaf or hard 
of hearing may call access Washington State Telecommunications Relay 

Service by dialing 7-1-1 and asking to be connected to (360) 705-7097.

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VI Statement to Public 
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) hereby 
gives public notice that it is the policy of the department to assure 

full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil 
Rights Restoration Act of 1987, and related statutes and regulations in 
all programs and activities. Persons wishing information may call the 

WSDOT Office of Equal Opportunity at (360) 705-7098.

Other WSDOT Information Available
The Washington State Department of Transportation has a vast amount 

of traveler information available. Current traffic and weather information 
is available by dialing 5-1-1 from most phones.  This automated telephone 

system provides information on:

Puget Sound traffic conditions
Statewide construction impacts
Statewide incident information

Mountain pass conditions
Weather information

State ferry system information, and 
Phone numbers for transit, passenger rail, airlines and travel information 

systems in adjacent states and for British Columbia.

For additional information about highway traffic flow and cameras, ferry 
routes and schedules, Amtrak Cascades rail, and other transportation 

operations, as well as WSDOT programs and projects, visit
www.wsdot.wa.gov

For this or a previous edition of the Gray Notebook, visit
www.wsdot.wa.gov/accountability
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