
Port Townsend/Coupeville one-boat schedule continues 

through May 26

Due to needed repairs to the 64-car Salish, the Port

Townsend/Coupeville route will continue to operate on a

one-boat (Early Spring) schedule through May 26. We've

added one additional round-trip sailing that departs from Port 

Townsend at 10:00 p.m. and Coupeville at 10:40 p.m. Friday 

through Monday during that time.

Please be aware that traveling standby could result in long 

wait times. I strongly encourage customers to make 

reservations early or consider taking alternate routes, such 

as the Mukilteo/Clinton route to reach Whidbey Island and 

the Edmonds/Kingston route to access the Olympic 

Peninsula.

During a routine, scheduled, underwater inspection, divers 

discovered unexpectedly worn components on the rudder of 

the Salish. The components are worn beyond their allowable 

limits and require immediate replacement before the ferry 

returns to service. The vessel must be dry-docked to 

perform the repair. Repairs should take about a week; 

however, the earliest opportunity for dry-docking in Puget 

Sound is May 16 at Dakota Creek Industries in Anacortes.

We anticipate that the Salish will return to service on Friday, 

May 27, in time for Memorial Day weekend. 

Thank you to Port Townsend/Coupeville customers and 

communities for your patience during this time.
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Reminder: Alaskan 

Way Viaduct closed 

for two weeks

The Alaskan Way Viaduct is 

now closed for two weeks 

while Bertha, the SR 99 

tunneling machine, digs

beneath the structure. 

Colman Dock will remain 

open to vehicles and 

pedestrians during this time. 

If you regularly use the 

Bainbridge or Bremerton 

routes, I urge you to allow 

extra time, adjust your travel

schedule to avoid the 

heaviest traffic and walk 

aboard instead of driving, if 

possible. The Marion Street

pedestrian bridge will remain 

open for easy connection to 

First Ave. For more 

information on the closure, 

visit the tunnel project 

website.

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/TakeaFerry/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Viaduct/99closure


Seattle Times: Transportation, Seattle style: Ferries are 

part of our past — and our destiny

I really enjoyed reporter Matt Pentz's Seattle Times article 

that captures how special our ferry system is and its long 

history as an integral part of transportation in the Puget 

Sound region. It will make for some great weekend reading

either in the print edition of the Seattle Times' Pacific 

Northwest magazine or online at: 

http://www.seattletimes.com/pacific-nw-

magazine/transportation-seattle-style-our-ferries-have-been-

delivering-us-to-and-from-work-since-we-got-here/

Fare increases begin Sunday, May 1

Starting Sunday, the Peak Season surcharge goes into 

effect for vehicle-and-driver fares; passenger fares and 

multi-ride products are not affected by this fare 

increase. Peak Season runs from May 1 through Sept. 30. 

Also on May 1, a passenger fare increase of 1% and a 

vehicle/driver fare increase of 2.5% will go into effect on all 

sailings. Additionally, the definition of over-height vehicles 

will change from 7'6" to 7'2". Vehicles between 22-30 feet 

long that are over 7'2" tall will be charged the over-height 

fare. The purpose of this change is to align the height

threshold with the actual overhead clearance on the side

vehicle decks of most of our ferries.

Vashon terminal project enters final stages of 

construction

Earlier this week, the Vashon Terminal Timber Trestle

The Salish enters the Coupeville terminal



project transitioned to the last phase of seismic retrofit work. 

The work requires up to five weeks of temporary single slip 

closures Monday through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. We’ve added a second vehicle exit lane at the terminal 

to help speed up off-loading; however, there may be some 

delays when more than one ferry needs to use the available 

slip. Please visit the project page for more information. The 

good news is that the whole project is scheduled to be 

complete in July. Thank you for your patience as we 

upgrade our facilities and improve our service to you.

Traffic control measures during Vashon Terminal construction

WSF Weekly Updates are available on our website at www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly

Questions? Contact us at WSFWeeklyUpdate@wsdot.wa.gov

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR160/VashonTrestle/
https://twitter.com/wsferries

