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Port Townsend/Coupeville route returns to full service
on Sunday

Due to necessary rudder repairs, the Kennewick is out of
service until mid-July, leaving the Port Townsend/Coupeville
route on a one-boat schedule since Wednesday.

During a scheduled dive inspection, we discovered the hinge
bushings and pins for the Kennewick's rudder flap are worn
beyond their allowable limits, requiring immediate
replacement. This is similar to a problem we found on the
Salish in April and have since repaired. Divers inspected the
third ferry, Chetzemoka, on Thursday and
found no cause for concern. The Chetzemoka will be joining
the Salish on the Port Townsend/Coupeville route on
Sunday, June 19, returning the route to full service.

In the meantime, reservation holders will be prioritized on a
first-come, first-served basis for all departures. Stand-by
space is extremely limited.

13th U.S. Coast Guard District change-of-command

June 17, 2016

Plan ahead for Fourth
of July weekend!

Please plan ahead for heavy
traffic around the Fourth of
July long weekend. Make a
if you're
planning to travel on Port
Townsend/Coupeville,
Anacortes/Sidney, BC or
to/from the San Juan
Islands. Also, be sure to
check the

before heading out
as some routes may be on
holiday schedules. As a
reminder, the Washington
State Patrol will be
searching for illegal
fireworks, which are
prohibited at our terminals
and on our vessels.

Seattle Times "Rave"

One of our employees
received kudos in the
Seattle Times' 'Ranf and
Rave' column this week:

"RAVE For Washington
State Ferries worker Kristine
who immediately took notice
of my struggling with a cane
and guided me to the safest
and quickest way to the
main deck, then told me to



http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/vesselwatch/Vessels.aspx
https://secureapps.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/default.aspx
http://www.wsdot.com/ferries/schedule/Default.aspx?_ga=1.232064031.1866831568.1430330895
http://www.seattletimes.com/life/rant-rave-hey-litterbug-youre-an-idiot/

Today, WSF's Director of Community Services and
Planning, Kristina Arsenault, attended the change-of-
command ceremony for the Coast Guard's 13th District here
in Seattle. Rear Adm. Mark E. Butt relieved Rear Adm.
Richard T. Gromlich, who served as the 13th District’s
commander since June 2013. | thank Rear Admiral Gromlich
for his service and I've really enjoyed our close working
relationship on all ferry matters. A warm welcome to Rear
Admiral Butt and | look forward to working with you! I'm sure
| speak for everyone at WSF when | say how much we value
our relationship with the Coast Guard's 13th District and their
role in ensuring Washington's ferry system continues to
provide safe and reliable service each day!

Rear Adm. Mark E. Butt (right) relieved Rear Admiral
Richard T. Gromlich (left) of command of the 13th Coast
Guard District during a ceremony presided over by Vice
Admiral Charles W. Ray, commander, Coast Guard Pacific
Area (center).

Employee Profile: Maija Holston, Marine Operations
Watch Supervisor

Day in and day out, a special group of individuals keep
watch over Washington State’s ferry fleet and 20 terminals
from Tacoma to Sidney, BC. From tracking daily fleet
activities and on-time performance to managing emergency
communications and squeezing last minute ambulances
onto the car deck, watch supervisors like Maija Holston are
our problem solvers on the front line.

Maija officially joined WSF in 2012, following a 25 year
career at sea working for NOAA and commercial cruise

always tell the toll employee
of my status needing
assistance. The best part is
that she was there to greet
us on our return and made
sure we got the most-
accessible parking spot."




lines. But her history with the ferry system began long
ago during summer weekends riding the Mukilteo/Clinton
route as a child to visit family on Whidbey Island.

“My father piloted freighters between San Francisco and
Japan. He was an old salt and | grew up with the love of the
sea in my veins,” Maija says. “As a kid aboard the old ferry
Olympic I'd tell my Dad, ‘I'm going to work for the Ferries
someday’.”

For a time, Maija followed in her father's footsteps, working
for months at a time captaining small tonnage vessels and
as a Chief Purser on deep sea ships. She recalls her first
attempt to get hired at WSF in the early 1990s, “Back then if
you wanted to work for WSF, you had to wait in line for up to
three days outside on the sidewalk at the Belltown union hall
and hope you got picked in the morning.”

Lucky for us, times came full circle 20 years later when Maija
submitted her online application to work as a relief terminal
agent, an opportunity that led to her current position in
WSF’s operations watch center. I'm glad we have Maija at
the other end of the line when that late night phone call
comes about an incident somewhere in the ferry system. Her
sure hand, along with that of her fellow watch supervisors,
helps keep us on the right track.

Watch Supervisor Maija Holston is an active member of the
Council of American Master Mariners. In her spare time she
can be found sailing up and down the Pacific Northwest
coast and teaching sailing lessons at Shilshole Bay.
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