
Vashon seismic retrofit project nears completion   

I am pleased to announce all significant topside construction 

on the year-long project to better protect the Vashon dock 

against a major earthquake is now complete. Holding for 

Fauntleroy- and Southworth-bound vehicles is once again on 

the dock, with overflow Fauntleroy-bound traffic waiting on 

Vashon Highway, and 103rd Ave. SW is back to being a

two-way street. We’ve improved safety and ADA access at 

the terminal by adding a dedicated Metro and school bus 

staging area adjacent to the pedestrian walkway. Over the 

next few weeks, contractors will work from a barge to put

finishing touches on the project, such as electrical work and 

welding under the dock.

Ferry crew to the rescue!

I would like to recognize the efforts of three WSF crews who 

participated in life saving events during the busy Fourth of 

July week. 

The first assist was the night of Wednesday, June 29 when 

the crew of the Salish was asked to assist a boat found adrift 

in Admiralty Bay that was moving dangerously close to 

shore. The Salish left Coupeville and headed east to launch 
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Legislators visit WSF

Over the past two weeks, I 

enjoyed having both 

Senator Christine Rolfes 

(23rd District) and Senator 

Sharon Nelson (34th 

District) visit the WSF

offices. They discussed ferry 

issues and challenges in

their respective communities 

with the WSF executive

team. In the coming months, 

I hope to have more

legislators visit  and 

continue these

conversations.

Virginia V Birthday Cruise

On Sunday, June 26, I had 

the pleasure of joining 

Director of Community 

Services Kristina Arsenault 

and Director of Marine 

Operations Greg Faust, for 

the Virginia V's 94th 

anniversary sailing. I serve

on the Virginia V Steamship

Foundation's board and 

enjoy helping preserve

Washington's maritime 

history. The Virginia V was 

one of the original 

steamships in the Puget 

Sound Mosquito fleet, a 

group of private 

transportation companies

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr160/vashontrestle/


its rescue boat. Our crew discovered the boat's skipper had 

fallen asleep and it's anchor had slipped, causing the boat to 

drift. It turned out to be quite the wake-up call, but everyone

was fine.

On the evening of Saturday, July 2 near the Edmonds 

terminal, the crew of the Spokane received a call 

regarding two men without life vests clinging to an 

overturned canoe. The Spokane crew quickly jumped into 

action and launched a rescue boat. Both men were rescued 

and are in good condition.

The final assist occurred on Sunday, July 3 in the waters 

near the international border between the San Juan Islands 

and Sidney, BC. The Chelan's rescue boat was deployed to 

check on a submerged vessel in the Haro Strait. Our 

crew reported that no passengers were aboard and the 

Chelan was released by the Canadian Coast Guard when 

they arrived at the scene.

I am thankful that these rescues all ended well and I extend 

my utmost admiration and thanks to our highly-trained crew 

members who participated in these events. 

Another major milestone for Olympic Class ferry 

construction

Earlier today, our third Olympic Class ferry, Chimacum, felt 

Puget Sound's cold water for the first time as it left drydock 

and was launched at Vigor's Harbor Island Shipyard. The 

new ferry now moves dockside to finish out construction and 

prepare for sea trials. Chimacum is scheduled to enter 

service next spring on the Seattle/Bremerton route.

Lynne Griffith

Assistant Secretary, WSDOT/Ferries Division

running small passenger 

and commercial  boats on

the Sound. 

Southworth Terminal 

repairs temporarily cancel 

late night service on July

14

The Southworth Terminal 

will be closed from 12:30 

a.m. to 3:30 a.m. on 

Thursday, July 14, for

vehicle transfer span 

maintenance and repair 

work. The following sailings 

on the 

Fauntleroy/Vashon/Southworth

route will be canceled to 

accommodate this work:

� Departing

Fauntleroy to 

Southworth: 12:55 

a.m. and 2:20 a.m. 

� Departing Vashon 

to Southworth: 1:20 

a.m. and 2:40 a.m.

� Departing

Southworth to 

Fauntleroy: 1:40

a.m. 

Sailings between Vashon 

and Fauntleroy will continue 

as scheduled.  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/144carferries/


WSF Weekly Updates are available on our website at www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly

Questions? Contact us at WSFWeeklyUpdate@wsdot.wa.gov


