
Remembering Chief Mate Mark Willmes

On Sunday, July 31, we lost a beloved member of the WSF 

family, Chief Mate Mark Willmes. I would like to express my 

deepest condolences to Mark's family and friends. I have 

heard from many of Mark's crew mates who have described 

him as enthusiastic, professional, proud, wonderful to work 

with, and an all-around great guy. His sunny presence on 

the Fauntleroy/Vashon/ Southworth route will never be 

forgotten. 

Life ring award

On Friday, July 29, Port Captain Bill Michel presented 

Second Mate John McMillen with a life ring award for his role 

in saving a passenger who had a heart attack on the

Seattle/Bainbridge route earlier this month. McMillen is a 

Port Townsend native, and his story was shared recently by 

the Peninsula Daily News. Thank you for your service, John!
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Vehicle reservations for 

Doe Bay Festival 

Doe Bay Fest is a four day 

grassroots music festival

held on Orcas Island this 

weekend, Aug. 4 - 7. Please

plan ahead and make a 

vehicle reservation if you 

haven't already done so. 

Added sailings are offered 

today and Sunday to 

accommodate festival 

attendees.  

Colman Dock parking

I am happy to report that the 

Seawall Project has 

wrapped up construction in 

front of Colman Dock 

between Marion Street and 

Yesler Way! The parking 

area opened to the public on 

Friday, July 29. Vehicles can 

enter the area at Columbia 

Street and exit at Marion 

Street. Four hour back-in 

angle parking will be 

available between Marion 

and Columbia streets. The 

http://archive.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20160801/NEWS/308019993
https://doebay.com/music-activities/doe-bay-fest/
https://secureapps.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/default.aspx
http://www.waterfrontseattle.org/seawall
http://www.waterfrontseattle.org/Media/Default/SeawallProjectBasics/2016_0728_WSFWhattoExpect_Flyer.pdf


Reminder: Community meetings in the San Juan Islands 

next week!

I would like to remind San Juan Islands residents that I will 

be hosting meetings on Orcas, San Juan, Shaw, and Lopez 

islands next week:

Orcas Island

Orcas Island Senior Center

62 Henry Road, Eastsound

Tuesday, Aug. 9

4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

San Juan Island

San Juan Island Yacht Club

273 Front Street, Friday Harbor 

Wednesday, Aug. 10

4 – 6 p.m.

Shaw Island

Shaw Island Community Center

Thursday, Aug. 11

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Lopez Island 

Lopez Island Community Center

204 Village Road, Lopez Island

Thursday, Aug. 11

4 – 5:30 p.m.

Seafair Fun

The Wenatchee passed by the USS Somerset in Seafair's

area between Columbia 

Street and Yesler Way will 

be a load/un-load area with 

a designated taxi zone.

SR 104 reopens tonight 

near the Kingston 

Terminal 

SR 104 is scheduled to 

reopen to traffic at midnight. 

Thank you for your patience 

during construction. More

information is available on 

the project website.

Customer compliment

"We have a vacation home 

on Lopez Island, let me start 

to compliment the Ferry 

system for the positive 

impact the reservation 

system has had on us and 

our family. Hopefully 

sometime in the future we 

can also make a reservation 

for  the return trip from

Lopez to Anacortes, but 

realize that the approach to 

the terminal would have to 

be quite different.

Also, and even more 

importantly, a special

compliment to all staff at the 

Lopez Ferry dock. After 20+ 

years even with the 

increased ferry traffic they 

are better than ever, always 

keeping their cool,a wave 

and a smile when needed, 

but still professional in their 

job. We are in good hands."

-Anacortes / San Juan 

Islands Customer

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Senior+Services/@48.701958,-122.9243995,14z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x54858fa387fff8e5:0xa31247d9a47bed86!8m2!3d48.701958!4d-122.90689
https://www.google.com/maps/place/San+Juan+Island+Yacht+Club/@48.5368583,-123.0199363,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x548f7e628ad854b9:0x8a7d332cb4cd913c!8m2!3d48.5368583!4d-123.0177476?shorturl=1
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shaw+Island+Community+Center/@48.5781639,-122.9627947,14z/data=!4m20!1m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x0:0xa6d4110656c5cdc7!2m2!1d-122.9402207!2d48.572337!1m6!1m2!1s0x548580cb46ca6471:0xa6d4110656c5cdc7!2sShaw+Island+Community+Center,+Shaw+Island,+WA!2m2!1d-122.9402207!2d48.572337!3m4!1s0x548580cb46ca6471:0xa6d4110656c5cdc7!8m2!3d48.572337!4d-122.9402207
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lopez+Community+Center/@48.5255711,-122.9110594,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xcbca9cc20667937b!8m2!3d48.5255711!4d-122.9110594
http://d2w7gersd1ix5b.cloudfront.net/files.ashx?t=fg&f=FleetWeekGuide_2016_ForWeb.pdf&rid=Seafair
http://www.seafair.com/p/about/seafairweekend
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR104/nkitsapcoremovefishbarriers/closures-detours.htm


Parade of Ships on Wednesday. WSF is proud to be part of

Washington's great maritime culture. I hope you all have a 

fun and safe Seafair weekend!

Lynne Griffith

Assistant Secretary, WSDOT/Ferries Division

WSF Weekly Updates are available on our website at www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly

Questions? Contact us at WSFWeeklyUpdate@wsdot.wa.gov




