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This week: 
• Mark your calendars: Spring schedule starts next weekend 
• Yakima engine room fire 
• Tour with Acting Transportation Secretary Roger Millar  
• Successful Seattle Humane adoption day on the Seattle/Bremerton route 
• Fleet Reliability Award presentation to the Hyak 
• Women’s History Month  

Mark your calendars: Spring schedule starts next weekend 
Spring is almost here! With the new season comes a new ferry schedule. The spring schedule begins Sunday, March 
20, so be sure to check out the new sailing times on our website. 

Yakima engine room fire 
On Tuesday morning, while docked in Friday Harbor's main slip, deck crews reported smoke coming from a vent on 
the Yakima's car deck. The engine crew investigated and discovered a fire in the machine shop, near the control 
room, and immediately extinguished it. The fire was found to be electrical and the cause is under investigation. At 
this time, the Yakima is out of service until the investigation is complete and repairs are made.  

I’m proud of the deck and engine crews’ actions and thankful that there were no injuries. Their performance is truly a 
testament to the intensive training required of ferry personnel. All of our crew members, from entry level on up, are 
required to attend fire school. 

Tour with Acting Transportation Secretary Roger Millar  
I had the pleasure of joining Acting Transportation Secretary Roger Millar on a tour of WSF’s Eagle Harbor 
Maintenance Facility and the Seattle/Bainbridge route on Wednesday. We had the opportunity to walk aboard 
several of the vessels in the yard for maintenance and speak with the craftspeople at Eagle Harbor whose skill and 
round-the-clock vessel and terminal support help us maintain safe and reliable service. It was great to introduce our 
acting secretary to all of the behind-the-scenes work that goes on at Eagle Harbor and to discuss key issues for the 
facility’s future. The tour also included a round-trip on the Seattle/Bainbridge route where Acting Secretary Millar had 
a chance to ride with Captain Steven Standaert in the wheelhouse (pictured below) and tour the engine room with 
Chief Engineer Mike Stewart. 

 
Successful Seattle Humane adoption day on the Seattle/Bremerton route 
Thursday was the first-ever pet adoption day on a ferry! Seattle Humane joined the WSF team on two sailings on the 
Seattle/Bremerton route with their MaxMobile Adoption Bus. Pets were admired by all and two were adopted! We are 
happy to have helped create “ferry tails” and happy endings! 

http://www.wsdot.com/ferries/schedule/


   
Fleet Reliability Award presentation to the Hyak 
Each year, we honor vessels that have achieved 100 percent mechanical reliability. In 2015, five vessels achieved 
this goal and earned a Fleet Reliability Award. On Wednesday, Acting Transportation Secretary Roger Millar and 
Director of Vessels Matt Von Ruden presented one of the awards to the Hyak engine room crew. Staff Chief 
Engineer Dave Knutsen accepted the award on behalf of his whole crew. Chief Engineer Mike Saunders, Assistant 
Engineer Bob Stanford, and Oilers Rick Herzog and Rick Penny were also on hand to show Acting Secretary Millar 
around the vessel and participate in the presentation. Congratulations to all on a job well done!  

 
Women’s History Month 
In honor of Women’s History Month, I would like to recognize all of the great women in WSF’s workforce. Without you 
all at the helm, we would not be able to operate the nation’s largest ferry system and provide service to the 23 million 
customers we serve each year. I am honored to be WSF’s first female Assistant Secretary. Here is a photo of me 
and just a few of the women who lead WSF including Chief of Staff Elizabeth Kosa, Terminal Engineering Director 
Nicole McIntosh, and Port Captain Beth Stowell. 

 
 
Lynne Griffith 
Assistant Secretary, WSDOT/Ferries Division 
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