
 
 
April 10, 2015 

This week: 
• Welcome aboard, Samish! 
• Presentation to the Greater Poulsbo Chamber of Commerce 
• Summer schedule now available 
• Meeting with Suquamish Tribal Council 
• Save your spot: San Juan Islands summer vehicle reservations 
• Customer compliment 

Welcome aboard, Samish! 
The brand new 144-car Samish is ready to officially join the fleet. 
Today, we officially accepted the vessel from builder/contractor 
Vigor Industrial. Following two months of sea trials and crew 
training, the new Olympic Class ferry will begin service on the 
Anacortes/San Juan Islands route at the start of the summer sailing 
season on June 14. I am delighted to take delivery of the Samish, 
which continues our commitment to replace older vessels and plan 
ahead for the future. Watch for Samish out on Elliott Bay and at 
Colman Dock this week before it heads up to Anacortes later this 
month. 

Presentation to the Greater Poulsbo Chamber of Commerce 
On Wednesday, I spoke at a Greater Poulsbo Chamber of Commerce luncheon. My presentation covered an 
overview of WSF, some recent accomplishments and projects, and my vision for the future of the ferry system. I 
enjoyed the discussion with local business leaders and appreciated many of the great questions from the audience. 

Summer schedule now available 
Summer is right around the corner. The 2015 summer sailing 
schedule, which runs from June 14 – Sept. 19, is now available 
online as a PDF. Print versions will be available in mid-May (see the 
photo on the left for a sneak peak). We make slight changes and 
improvements each season, and it is a huge job to coordinate this 
effort. My hats are off to our team in the Planning Department, Ray 
Deardorf and Lisa Ballard, for keeping the schedule “on schedule.”  

Meeting with Suquamish Tribal Council 
FTA Regional Administrator Rick Krochalis, FHWA Environmental 
Program Manager Sharon Love and I met with Suquamish Chairman 
Leonard Forsman, Vice-Chairman Wayne George, other council 
members and staff this week to discuss the Seattle Multimodal 

Project. The purpose of the meeting was to provide the tribe with an update on the project and to listen to their input. 
I would like to thank the Suquamish People for allowing us into their traditional territory and for their graciousness in 
hosting the meeting. 

  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/144carferries/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/pdf/2015Summer.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/pdf/2015Summer.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/colmanmultimodalterminal/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/colmanmultimodalterminal/


Save your spot: San Juan Islands summer vehicle 
reservations 
If you’re planning to travel to the San Juan Islands this 
summer, don’t forget to book your vehicle reservation in 
advance. Starting at 7:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 14, 
reservations will be available for travel between June 14 and 
Sept. 19. If you’re not ready to book now, don’t worry, 
Anacortes/San Juan Islands reservations are released in three 
tiers. Check out our handy graphic for more information. 
Summer reservations for the Port Townsend/Coupeville and 
Anacortes/Sidney B.C. routes will also be available on April 14. 
To make a reservation, visit us online or call 1-888-808-7977. 

Customer compliment 
I love hearing about our employees who go the extra mile to 
help our customers: 

I had my gall bladder removed yesterday and had to ride the 
ferry back alone last evening. I would like to send my 
appreciation to the crew of the Hyak, the 8:25 boat from 
Anacortes to Friday Harbor [on April 1].  Linda [Lemmon, 
Ordinary Seaman] on the upper deck accommodated me with a 
wheel chair and even took it a step farther and accompanied 
me off the boat. The car deck crew allowed my family to drive 

onto the empty boat and get me at the elevator. I was very scared, alone and uncomfortable. However your 
crew made my ride go as smooth as possible and I really just wanted to say thank you. 

 
Lynne Griffith  
Assistant Secretary WSDOT/Ferries Division 

Hyperlinks in this email: 
Olympic Class ferries project page: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/144carferries/  
Seattle multimodal project: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/colmanmultimodalterminal/  
Summer sailing schedule: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/pdf/2015Summer.pdf 
Vehicle reservations: https://secureapps.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/default.aspx  
 
Weekly updates are available on the WSDOT Ferries Division website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 
 
Follow WSF on Twitter: https://twitter.com/wsferries  
 
To unsubscribe, reply to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject of the email. 
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