
 
 
April 3, 2015 

This week: 
• Bainbridge Island terminal staff assists with airlift 
• Meetings with mayors 
• Eagle Harbor Maintenance Facility tour  
• Plan for two weeks of reduced capacity on the Edmonds/Kingston route 
• If it’s spring, it must be time for baseball! 
• Customer compliment 

Bainbridge Island terminal staff assists with airlift 
On Thursday, Bainbridge Island terminal staff reacted quickly to help the Bainbridge Island Fire Department. With 
their normal landing site at Station 21 shrouded in fog, medics needed a place for Airlift 2 to land so they could load a 
patient in need of rapid transport to Seattle. Bainbridge Island terminal supervisor Fred White and his staff quickly 
created a landing site for the helicopter by expediting vessel loading and clearing the holding area. As the Bainbridge 
Island Fire Department posted on their Facebook page, “It takes teamwork to care for our community.” I couldn’t 
agree more. I remain amazed by, and very proud of, our WSF employees for their extraordinary safety abilities and 
their swift action when an emergency presents itself. We are right there taking care of business, helping people and 
collaborating with our community partners to save lives.   
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Meetings with mayors 
On Monday, I had the opportunity to meet with the mayors of two ferry-served communities. Edmonds Mayor Dave 
Earling and his staff met with me to discuss ways we can work together on improving waterfront access and the 
railroad crossing near the Edmonds terminal. That night, Transportation Secretary Lynn Peterson and I had dinner 
with Bremerton Mayor Patty Lent to discuss issues important to her community. I shared the good news that for 
2014, Seattle/Bremerton ridership increased over 10 percent, the highest growth of any route in the system. We 
discussed ideas for continuing to boost off-peak ridership. 

Eagle Harbor Maintenance Facility tour 
Our summer maintenance season is just beginning. Today, I toured the Eagle Harbor Maintenance Facility on 
Bainbridge Island to learn more about all the work that goes on there, and to talk with some of our labor partners. I 
also had some great conversations with workers. The nine trade shops at Eagle Harbor perform maintenance and 
preservation work on all of WSF’s 23 vessels and 20 terminals. On any given day, we will have maintenance crews 
from Point Defiance in Tacoma to Friday Harbor on San Juan Island, in addition to working on vessels at the facility 
itself. The range of skill and knowledge of the electricians, carpenters, pipe fitters, machinists, welders and other 
tradespeople is amazing. Currently, we have six vessels at Eagle Harbor undergoing maintenance, in standby mode 
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or preparing for their annual U.S. Coast Guard inspections. Throughout the year all of our vessels spend some time 
in the yard. I am pictured below at Eagle Harbor with (left to right): Greg Heidal, Machinist Business Representative; 
Kal Rohde, Sheet Metal Business Representative; Charles Rayburn, Eagle Harbor Electric shop steward; Harry 
Thompson, IBEW Business Representative; P.J. Moss, Plumbers and Pipefitters Business Representative; and Andy 
McGahan, Eagle Harbor Machine shop steward. 

 
Plan for two weeks of reduced capacity on the Edmonds/Kingston route 
Starting Monday, April 6, and continuing through Sunday, April 19, plan for 44 fewer vehicle spaces on approximately 
half of all sailings on the Edmonds/Kingston route. The temporary downsizing is needed while the 188-car Walla 
Walla normally assigned to this route is out of service for scheduled maintenance. During this time one Jumbo Class 
ferry, the Spokane, and one Super Class ferry, the Hyak, will serve the route. Customers are advised to plan ahead 
by preparing for longer than usual wait times at the terminal. 

If it’s spring, it must be time for baseball! 
Baseball season in Seattle officially begins on Monday, April 6, as the Mariners take on the L.A. Angels in a 
1:10 p.m. opening day game at Safeco Field. The game will end just before the evening commute, so if you’re 
planning to travel on the Seattle/Bremerton or Seattle/Bainbridge Island route remember to pre-purchase your return-
trip ticket, arrive early and plan for longer than usual wait times.  

Customer compliment 
This is a nice compliment for one of our ticket sellers at the Anacortes terminal: 

Jeani [at the Anacortes terminal] is quite a sweet outgoing lady with a smile that says she’s glad you came 
and a tone of voice that makes you feel happy. 

 
Lynne Griffith  
Assistant Secretary WSDOT/Ferries Division 

Hyperlinks in this email: 

Bainbridge Island Fire Department Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bainbridge-Island-Fire-
Department/163582023734807 

 
Weekly updates are available on the WSDOT Ferries Division website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 
 
Follow WSF on Twitter: https://twitter.com/wsferries  
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