
 
 
March 6, 2015 

This week: 
• Life-saving efforts recognized 
• Tacoma update 
• Interview with KUOW 
• Reminder: Upcoming community meetings for Vashon terminal 
• Senate approval of transportation package 
• Ferry travel is awesome 
• Spring ahead on Sunday 
• Customer compliment 

Life-saving efforts recognized 
I want to recognize the following individuals for their extraordinary efforts to save lives while on the job. The 
professionalism and skill of the WSF fleet is amazing – thank you all!  

ABs Andrew Boles and Patrick Tuohy: I want to thank you both officially for the expert response you gave to a 
passenger who jumped into the waters of Puget Sound during the Puyallup’s 0940 crossing from Bainbridge Island to 
Seattle on Jan. 7, 2015. It shows great professionalism to react so calmly and quickly. Pictured below are Port 
Captain Bill Michael and Assistant Secretary Lynne Griffith with Andy Boles (left), Patrick Tuohy (middle), and Mate 
Mark Parris and Andy Boles (right). 

    
ABs Robert Schneider and Jeff Bradley: It gives me great pleasure to award you the Washington State Ferries Life 
Ring Award for the expert response you gave to the two divers who suffered a medical event and other distress while 
diving at the Edmonds Dive Park on Jan. 27, 2015. Your quick and appropriate demeanor and actions during this 
stressful situation were critical to the saving of these lives.  

Tacoma update 
It was great to see the Tacoma heading out on Wednesday 
from the deck of Puyallup. Crews have completed repairs to 
the electrical system and are now testing those repairs. 
Tugboats towed the vessel from Eagle Harbor to Colman 
Dock on Wednesday where it began dock trials. On 
Thursday, sea trials began. Once the testing is complete, the 
Tacoma will undergo its annual U.S. Coast Guard safety 
inspection before returning to service on the 
Seattle/Bainbridge Island route in April. 

  



Interview with KUOW 
On Wednesday morning, I rode the Puyallup on the Seattle/Bainbridge Island route with KUOW reporter Carolyn 
Adolph. I appreciated the opportunity to share my background in transportation. Our discussion focused on WSF’s 
aging fleet. 

 
Reminder: Upcoming community meetings for Vashon terminal 
I hope you will join us at community meetings to learn about upcoming construction for the Vashon ferry terminal. 
Construction to upgrade the terminal will begin this June and last until April 2016. Visit the project Web page for more 
information. 

• Tuesday, March 10, from 5:30-7:30 p.m., with a brief presentation at 6:15, at Harper Church – 10384 SE 
Sedgwick Road, Port Orchard.  

• Thursday, March 12, from 5:30-8:00 p.m., with a brief presentation at 6:30, at McMurray Middle School – 
9329 SW Cemetery Road, Vashon.  

Senate approval of transportation package 
I would like to share Governor Inslee’s comments from Monday on the Senate approval of the transportation 
package. I appreciate the positive momentum and what it can bring to customers and communities of the ferry 
system – especially the continuation of our new vessel construction program.  

I’m glad to see the Senate act on transportation today. I've been pushing for a transportation investment 
package since my first day in office. Today’s vote is solid progress and it begins the next round of 
negotiations. I want to thank the Senate Democrats who led the push for a clean bill. I still have concerns 
about strings attached to the Senate proposal that would divert funding for schools, local government and 
toxic clean-up and would impact Washington's ability to measurably reduce carbon emissions. As I've said 
before, we must move forward on transportation, education and carbon reduction this year and I look forward 
to working with legislators to get all three done. 

Ferry travel is awesome 
I encourage you to read this article, “10 Reasons Why Washington State’s Ferry Travel is Awesome.” I hope you like 
it as much as I did! P.S. My favorite is #4. 

Spring ahead on Sunday 
It’s time to “spring ahead!” Daylight saving time officially begins at 2:00 a.m., Sunday, March 8. Don’t forget to set 
your clocks forward one hour before going to sleep on Saturday night.   

 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr160/vashontrestle/
http://www.jaunted.com/story/2015/2/25/214017/135/travel/10+Reasons+Why+Washington+State's+Ferry+Travel+is+Awesome


Customer compliment 
We received the following compliment this week from a Snohomish County customer who rode the Tokitae. 

You probably don’t get much mail on your successes so I thought I would let you know what a great ship the 
Tokitae is… What a smooth ride.  Very nice interior up stairs and quiet too. Please let the folks know what a 
great ship this is…Just a native Seattleite that loves our ferries. 

Thank you for championing our beautiful new vessel. 

Lynne Griffith  
Assistant Secretary WSDOT/Ferries Division 

 

Hyperlinks within the email:  
Vashon terminal project Web page: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr160/vashontrestle/  
10 Reasons Why Washington State’s Ferry Travel is Awesome: 
www.jaunted.com/story/2015/2/25/214017/135/travel/10+Reasons+Why+Washington+State's+Ferry+Travel+is+Awe
some  
 
Weekly updates are available on the WSDOT Ferries Division website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 
Follow WSF on Twitter: https://twitter.com/wsferries  
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