
 

 
 
Nov. 7, 2014 

This week: 
• Congratulations Captain Eckler and Issaquah crew 
• Way to go, Captain Little and the Yakima crew 
• Youngest ferry captain ever? 
• Ferry-based monitoring of Puget Sound currents 
• Meet and greets with legislators continue 
• Meeting with U.S. Coast Guard 
• Customer compliment 

Congratulations Captain Eckler and Issaquah crew 
On Friday, October 31, Captain Eckler and his crew, en route to Vashon Island, heroically rescued a person 
overboard. They launched a rescue boat to retrieve the individual in the water, administered first aid, and 
coordinated care with Vashon Fire and Rescue. I want to thank the captain and crew for this tremendous effort, 
and acknowledge all of the hours of training behind each WSF employee to prepare for life-saving events such as 
the one that took place on Friday. Congratulations on your heroism and a job well done! 

Way to go, Captain Little and the Yakima crew 
I feel privileged to acknowledge a second rescue this week, by Captain Little and the crew of the Yakima. On 
Thursday, Nov. 6, Captain Little noticed a sailboat in distress about a quarter-mile from the Anacortes terminal. 
The captain ordered two WSF crew members to launch a high-speed rescue boat. The crew, in coordination with 
the U.S. Coast Guard, delivered the sailboat and the one person aboard to safety. Great effort by all involved – 
thank you for your valor! 

Youngest ferry captain ever? 
I received the following photos from ferry customers of Orcas Island who are parents of, not only the youngest, 
but also the most adorable ferry captain around. 

  
  



Ferry-based monitoring of Puget Sound currents 
We are partnering with marine scientists at the Washington Department of Ecology and the University of 
Washington Applied Physics Laboratory to install a water monitoring sensor on the hull of the Kennewick on the 
Port Townsend/Coupeville route. The sensor measures the speed and direction of water moving under the ferry to 
help scientists better understand how water quality changes over time. This particular area, between the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca and Puget Sound, is relatively shallow which makes it a good place to measure water circulation 
between Puget Sound and the Pacific Ocean. The Salish is already equipped with this technology.  

Meet and greets with legislators continue 
I had the opportunity to sit down with several legislators this week, including Rep. Drew Hansen, Rep. Sherry 
Appleton, Sen. Curtis King, and Rep. Judy Clibborn, to introduce myself and to hear their perspectives on the 
ferry system. I was thankful for their time and the insights they shared.  

Meeting with U.S. Coast Guard 
On Thursday, I sat down with U.S. Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound Captain M.W. (Joe) Raymond, Sector 
Commander, and his staff at my first quarterly meeting. We had a great conversation and I look forward to future 
collaboration with the Coast Guard. I want to thank Captain Raymond for the warm welcome. 

Customer compliment 
I want to share this compliment that I received from a customer of the Vashon/Fauntleroy route. I echo her 
sentiments in applauding the life-saving response of Captain Eckler and the crew of the Issaquah. 

As a many-decades commuter on the Vashon/Fauntleroy run, I’ve learned to ignore the occasional drills 
the ferry workers undergo to learn how to handle simulated emergencies.  In the back of my mind I’ve 
occasionally wondered how relevant these are, though the idea of the drills always seemed like a good 
idea.  Friday proved their worth when the crew of the Issaquah rescued someone who had gone 
overboard.  While I was not on board myself, I’ve heard nothing but praise for the work the crew 
performed.  It brings to mind that the friendly faces who direct me during the loading process have far 
more critical roles to perform in conjunction with their jobs.  Friday’s efforts deserve praise for their skills 
and handling of the situation.  Would you please pass along my thanks to the crew of the Issaquah for 
their life-saving efforts?  Others will no doubt also write you expressing the same sentiments, but I 
suspect this crew is going to have a lot of regular passengers whose thanks will be in smiles, waves – 
and in increased attention to the safety procedures. 

 
Lynne Griffith  
Assistant Secretary WSDOT/Ferries Division 

Hyperlinks within the email: 
Ferry-Based monitoring of Puget Sound Currents: 
http://www.apl.washington.edu/project/project.php?id=ferries_for_science  
 
Weekly updates are available on the WSDOT Ferries Division website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 
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