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Design Advisory Group Meeting Summary

June 22, 2006 5:30 – 7:00 pm

St. Luke’s Church, Bellevue

Welcome and Introductions

Julie Meredith welcomed everyone to the final Design Advisory Group meeting.  She introduced Secretary of Transportation, Doug MacDonald, who was able to join them for the final meeting.  Julie asked everyone to introduce themselves to the group.

Design Advisory Group members in attendance included:

· Bruce Dodds, Clyde Hill

· Dave Martin, Medina

· George Martin, Clyde Hill

· Joel Wessenberg, North Capitol Hill

· Kathy Feek, Kirkland

· Rick Huxley, Yarrow Point

· Rob Wilkinson, Montlake

· Ronni McGlenn, Wetherill Nature Preserve

· Tom Iverson, Wetherill Nature Preserve

SR 520 Project Team members in attendance included:

· John Milton, Project Director

· Susan Wessman, Corridor Aesthetics

· Julie Meredith, Project Manager

· Daniel Babuca, Project Engineer

· Mark Hinshaw, Corridor Aesthetics

· Patrick Clarke, WSDOT Bridge Design

· Dave Peterson, WSDOT NW Region Assistant Landscape Architect

· Paul Kinderman, WSDOT Lead Architect

· Mark Maurer, Roadside & Site Development Manager

· Anna St. Martin, WSDOT Design

· Suanne Pelley, Outreach Manager

· Bryan Jarr, Outreach Coordinator

· Chelsea Tennyson, Outreach Coordinator

· Clair Leighton, Outreach Coordinator

Members of the public in attendance included:

· Mary Odermat, City of Medina

· D. Snyder, Kirkland

Julie shared some of the recent highlights for the project, including the Bridge Closure Event that occurred the previous weekend, an Executive Committee meeting, the start of the Expert Review Panel’s study of both the SR 520 Bridge and the Alaskan Way Viaduct, and an article the previous day in the Seattle Times emphasizing how much the project is moving forward.

Julie reviewed the agenda for the meeting:

· Final Review of Handbook
· Next Steps
· Thank You/Celebration
Final Review of Handbook
Susan Wessman noted that the majority of tonight’s meeting would be a final review of the SR 520 Corridor Aesthetics Handbook.  She commented that most of the edits that the group members sent in were for omissions or formatting and that the group approved of the overall content.  Susan clarified that the SR 520 design and bridge teams also reviewed the handbook.

Susan asked the group to review the acknowledgements page of the document for omissions and spelling of names.  She noted that on subsequent pages, any additions made to the document based on edits would be in red for the group to approve.  

Susan noted that the purpose of the handbook had changed quite a bit from the draft handbook that was sent to the group.  The new description clarified that the handbook would advise the project design team and that the corridor aesthetics process was parallel to the environmental review process.

Susan highlighted that the layout of the document had changed from previous drafts to create a simpler, fresher look; for example, the green banner was removed from the top of the pages. 

The group provided only a few comments on the final draft:

· Add captions to the photos

· Replace a few photographs with new ones to be provided by Rob Wilkinson

· Define natural and naturalistic before using either in the document

· Move aesthetic design principle number eight up in the order so that the list doesn’t end on a negative note

Next Steps
Julie noted that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be released in August.  She reminded the group that they would have the opportunity to comment on the Draft EIS.  

Julie introduced Secretary Doug MacDonald to say a few words about the project. 

Secretary of Transportation, Doug MacDonald emphasized how much he appreciated the group’s work in developing the handbook.  He commented on how much momentum the project has gained in the past few months and noted that while the corridor aesthetics work is important it is only one part of the process necessary to get the SR 520 Bridge replaced.  He asked the Design Advisory Group members for their continued support of the project.  

Thank You
Julie thanked everyone for participating and working so hard over the past few months. She presented the group members with a commemorative mug and invited them to enjoy some cake to celebrate the conclusion of the meetings.
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