
Why are improvements to SR 518 needed?

The SR 518 freeway connects Sea-Tac Airport, SR 509, Interstates 5 and 405, and
SR 99, carrying thousands of commuters to work and urban centers around the region
and serves as a primary gateway to the City of Burien. As a result, over 120,000 vehicles
use SR 518 every day.

Forecasts show traffic congestion on SR 518 is going to get much worse in the near
future as more people use the freeway. Within the next five years, drivers leaving the
airport will experience more than 30-minute delays with traffic backed up to near the
parking garage. The SR 509/SR 518 interchange will also see increasing congestion
without the addition of a more direct freeway-to-freeway connection. To ensure SR 518
continues to move people and goods, improvements need to be made.  

WSDOT, the Port of Seattle and the City of
Burien, in cooperation with the Cities of
Tukwila and SeaTac and Sound Transit, are
collaboratively working on two bottleneck
improvement projects that will keep traffic
moving by adding capacity to SR 518 and
reconfiguring the SR 518 and SR 509 inter-
change. 

These projects will also improve air quality
by reducing congestion, enhance freight
mobility and access to Sea-Tac Airport and
adjacent communities, and provide safety
improvements at high accident locations on
the SR 518 corridor.
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SR 518 is the main freeway access to Sea-Tac Airport and also carries significant regional
commuter trips.

Air travel at SeaTac Airport is projected
to increase by 53%.

Passengers (Millions)

50

40

30

20

10

1970 1980  1990  2000 2010 2020  

Why is SR 518 to Sea-Tac
International Airport
important?

SR 518 is the main access highway
to Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport, carrying 80% of all passen-
ger and airfreight trips—providing
a key link in Washington State’s
transportation system.

Sea-Tac Airport passenger growth
is projected to increase from 29 mil-
lion annual passengers today to 44
million in 2020—a 53%increase.This
increasing travel demand along with
continued population and employ-
ment growth in the region will dra-
matically intensify traffic on SR 518.

SeaTac Airport Passengers: 
Historic and Projected growth
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A Foundation for the Future

Individuals requiring reasonable accommo-

dation may request written materials in

alternative formats, sign language inter-

preters, physical accessibility accommoda-

tions, or other reasonable accommodation

by calling David T. Williams collect at

(206) 464-1235 or 1-800-833-6388

Improvements to SR 518 will provide a

foundation for other projects planned

in the airport vicinity to build upon.  

The additional eastbound lane on

SR 518 will improve the traffic opera-

tions at Sea-Tac Airport and will aid

the construction of the Sound Transit

Link Light Rail. All of these projects

will reduce traffic congestion and

increase safety.

For more information

WSDOT, the Port of Seattle and the

City of Burien, in cooperation with the

Cities of Tukwila and SeaTac and

Sound Transit, are coordinating con-

struction of the improvements. For

more information, contact:

Mehrdad Moini, PE

Project Manager

WSDOT, Urban Corridors Office

(206) 768-5686

moinim@wsdot.wa.gov

Craig Stone, PE

Project Director

WSDOT, Urban Corridors Office

(425) 456-8550

stonec@wsdot.wa.gov

Or visit our website:

http://wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR518/The extension of Sound Transit LINK light rail to Sea-Tac Airport will benefit from the time-
ly construction of the SR 518 improvements. 

(Washington State Telecommunications

Relay Service) and ask for (206) 515-3683.

WSDOT ensures full compliance with Title

VI of the Civil Rights Act of1964, the Civil

Rights Restoration Act of 1987 and relat-

ed statutes by prohibiting discrimination

based on race, color, national origin and

sex in the provision of benefits and servic-

es. For more information about Title VI,

please call the WSDOT Title VI

Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

SR 518 carries more traffic than the 520
Evergreen Point floating bridge.
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The SR 518 Plan: Keep Traffic Moving Safely

Funding needed to get construction started

Currently, $5 million has been dedicated to the project

from federal funds through Congress, grants through

the Puget Sound Regional Council and the Port of

Seattle. These funds will carry both projects only

through the completion of environmental analysis and

early design work. Funds for construction of these

critical projects have not yet been secured.
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SR 518 & SR 509 Interchange 
Improvements

This project will evaluate a SR 509 southbound to
SR 518 eastbound freeway-to-freeway connec-
tion. This connection will address existing access
and safety problems and provide for anticipated
corridor growth. The ramp could be constructed
either over or under both SR 518 and SR 509.

Current Funds: $3.5 million

Funding Needs: $40 to $60 million, depending 
on alternative selected.

Environmental Analysis Completed: Early 2006 

Construction Begins: Early 2008, depending 
on availability of funds.

Construction Completed: Late 2009

Burien on the move

The SR 518 & SR 509 interchange project will
support the City of Burien’s downtown Town
Square revitalization efforts. Traffic improvements
will enhance access to businesses, helping keep
downtown Burien vital. Urban design elements
will create an attractive gateway to reinforce the
city’s identity. 

SR 518 Improvements

Add a third eastbound lane between Sea-Tac
Airport and the I-5/I-405 interchange to reduce
congestion and increase safety.

Current Funds: $1.5 million

Funding Needs: $30 million

Environmental Analysis Completed: Early 2006

Construction Begins: Late 2006 

Construction Completed: Mid to late 2008

The facts about SR 518

• SR 518 carries about 120,000 vehicles per

day, including 80% of all airport trips. 

• Jobs and daily airport trips are forecast to

increase by one-third in 2020 while traffic on

SR 518 is expected to grow by 42%. 

• SR 518 corridor currently experiences high 

levels of congestion during the peak travel

hours.

• The SR 518 Corridor is a safety concern with

multiple High Accident Locations.
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