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Glossary of Terms 

Annexation 
Annexation is a procedure for bringing unincorporated 
areas into a city or additional service areas into a special 
purpose district. 

Aquifer Recharge Area 
The outcropping part of the aquifer through which water 
enters the aquifer, i.e. how the aquifer is refilled as water 
saturates through the ground to the aquifer. 

Bottleneck/Segment Improvement Projects 
Bottleneck/Segment Improvement Projects enhance 
safety and relieve congestion on segments that currently 
experience high levels of congestion. They are stand-
alone improvements that also contribute to the corridor’s 
overall long-term vision. 

Corridor Plan 
A Corridor Plan is a WSDOT document that identifies 
existing conditions, safety problems, travel trends, and 
deficiencies of state-owned routes. A corridor plan 
evaluates the range of projects that could be 
implemented during a 20-year period as well as provide a 
planning level of cost estimate of possible projects. 

Corridor Working Group  
The Corridor Working Group consisted of staff 
representatives from various jurisdictions, which included 
but were not limited to: King County, Pierce County, Port 
of Seattle, Freight Mobility Investment Strategy Board, 
Port of Tacoma, Renton, Kent, Auburn, Pacific, Algona, 
Sumner, Puyallup, Tribes, and various water districts.  

Cost Estimate Validation Process (CEVP ®) 
WSDOT has implemented a new process called CEVP® 
to better estimate the probable cost and schedule (as 
well as cash flow) of their planned mega-projects, 
including risk, opportunity, and other uncertainties.   

Ecology Ditch 
An ecology ditch is a modified partial infiltration trench 
designed to reduce peak discharges and to reduce the 
pollution associated with urban runoff. The trench backfill 
consists of sand and compost layers with a perforated 
drain pipe located near the bottom of the trench. This 
perforated drain pipe is also instrumental in removing 
excess stormwater when the ditch has reached capacity. 
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Ecology Embankment 
An ecology embankment is a stormwater run-off 
treatment device that can be sited along highway side-
slopes and medians, barrow ditches, and other linear 
depressions where available right-of-way is limited.  See 
Exhibit 6-6. 

Endangered/Protected Species 
A population of plant or animal which is at risk of 
becoming extinct because it is either few in numbers, or 
threatened by changing environmental, or predation 
parameters. 

Floodplain 
Floodplains temporarily store excess water when rivers, 
streams, and lakes periodically overflow their banks and 
inundate adjacent land. 

Good to Go 
Good To Go! is a high-tech toll collection system that 
allows customers to pay tolls electronically while traveling 
at highway speeds and without leaving the highway to 
stop at a tollbooth. The toll is automatically deducted 
from their prepaid Good To Go! account. 

HOT lanes 
High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes are lanes that are 
open to carpools, vanpools, transit, and a limited number 
of solo drivers who will pay a fee. The lanes preserve 
priority status for transit and HOV vehicles, but allow solo 
drivers to use extra room in the lane if they pay a toll.  

Hydrology 
Hydrology is the study of the movement, distribution, and 
quality of water throughout the soil.  Hydrological 
research provides insight for environmental engineering, 
policy, and planning. 

Level of Service (LOS) 
Intersections are graded based on delay and assigned a 
level of service letter grade from “A” to “F”.  A LOS “A” 
represents minimal vehicular delay and LOS “F” 
represents maximum delay or congestion. For 
intersections that are controlled by stop signs, the LOS is 
reported for the worst case approach direction, while for 
intersections that are controlled by traffic signals, the 
LOS is reported for all approaches. 
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Liquefaction 
Liquefaction occurs when water-saturated sandy or silty 
soil loses strength during earthquake shaking. It can 
cause major structural (bridges) failure if not properly 
accounted for.  Liquefaction only occurs in water-
saturated soil. Its effects are most commonly observed in 
low-lying areas near bodies of water such as rivers, 
lakes, bays, and oceans. 

Queue 
A queue is a line of waiting vehicles, for example, a 
queue of vehicles at a red light waiting for it to turn green. 

Regional Transportation Investment District (RTID) 
RTID was a joint effort of King, Pierce, and Snohomish 
counties to identify specific road, transit, and light rail 
improvement projects of regional significance in the three 
counties.  RTID also had the authority to propose ways to 
fund transportation projects through local taxes and fees 
in those counties.  RTID decisions were made by the 
County Council Members from the three counties. The 
public voted on the measure. The RTID ballot had to be 
approved by two contiguous counties and it was defeated 
in November 2007. Further detail is available at 
www.RTID.org (Sept. 2007).  

Sole Source Aquifer 
An underground water supply designated by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as the "sole or 
principal” source of drinking water for an area. 

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) 
Transportation Demand Management is a strategy that 
changes how, when, and where people travel in order to 
reduce traffic congestion, improve mobility for non-
drivers, conserve energy, and reduce pollution emissions.  

Wetland 
Wetlands are areas that are regularly or seasonally 
saturated by surface water or groundwater and are 
characterized by a prevalence of vegetation that is 
adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. 
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